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L E T t E R C. 

br. S M A L R I O G E * to Dn 
SWIFT. 

MR. DEAN, Sept. a;, 1713. 

W HEN you was fo kind as to favour 
the maftcf of the Temple -f and mc, with 
your company at the chaplain's table it 
KenfingtoHy there dined with us one Mr* 
F tides %^ a well-defer ving clergyman, whofe 
circumflancesi we told you, were not at all 
fuitable to his merits. You exprefled on 
that occafiota fo genecous a concern for 
him, and fo great a readinefs to do him any 
good offices, which might lie in your way, 
that he feenis to think he (hould be want- 
ing to himfelf, if he did hot endeavour to 

• * Afterwards bifliop of Br[ftoi: . 
f * Dr. Sherlock^ afterwards bifliop of London* 
X • Richard Fiddes^ aftcrw.ards D. 0. author of a 
JMj 9f Divinity^ the Life of Cardinal VVolfey, 6f«:.' 
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cultivate an intereft with one fo willing and 
fo able to ferve him. He has therefore 
made repeated inftances to me, that I 
would remind you of him, which I ihould 
not have hearkened to, were I not affiired, 
that you would excufe, if not thank me, 
for furnifliing you with an opportunity of 
doing a generous and gdod-natured thing. 
You will not, I fanfy, think a formal ap- 
plication to any great man in his behalf 
either proper or requifite; but if you fhould, 
upon the perufal of one or two of his fer- 
mons, think as well of them as I do, and 
fliould, in converfation with my lord trea- 
furer, exprefs a good opinion of the au- 
thor, one kind word from you, feafonably 
dropped, might determine his fortune, and 
give you the fatisfadion of having made 
him and his family happy as they can wifh 
to be. I am. Sir, your moft humble fer- 
vant, GEO. SMALRIDGE. 

L E T T E R CL 

Lord Chancellor P H I P P S to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

SIR, Dublin, Oft. lo, 171 3; 

X HAD the favour of your kind letter 

of the twenty-fecond of September ^ and had 

• fooner 
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fooner acknowledged it, if I had not beea 
prevented by the conftant hurry we have 
been in, with relation to the city and pai> 
liament affairs. 

I heartily congratulate your fafe arrival 
in London^ and return you, with all the gra- 
titude imaginable, my thanks for the great 
trouble you have given yourfelf, as well onr 
behalf of my fon in particular, as of this 
kingdom in general. And I am forry you 
fhould venture fo far as to burn your fingers; 
but you prove fuch misfortunes often hap- 
pen to gentlemen, who have a hearty zeal 
for the intereft of their friends. But this 
comfort attends them, that the burning 
goes off foon; whereas the credit and ho- 
nour of ferving one's friend lafts always. 
The account you fent me of Mr. IVorfeley'^ 
being an envoy was new, and had not 
reached us before your letter came. I know 
not how fufficiently to acknowledge the 
obligations you have kid on me; but aflurc 
you, if you have any commands on this 
fide of the water, there is no one will be 
more proud of being honoured with them, 
than he, who is, with very great refpefl, 
your moft obedient humble fervant, 

CON. P H I P P S. 

B 2 LET- 
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LETTER CII. 

Lord Chancellor P H I P P S to t>f. 
SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Dublin, Oa. 24, 1713^ 

X A M indebted to jou for your kind letters 
of the eighth and tenth inftant, and I very 
heartily acknowledge the obligation . That 
of the eighth gave me a, gi:eat many melan- 
choly thoughts, when I reflefted upon the 
danger our conftitution is in, by the negledt 
«nd fupinenefs of our friends, and the vigi-^ 
lance and unanimity of our enemies : but I 
hope your parliament proving fo good will 
awaken our friends, and unite them mere 
firmly, and make them more adtive. 

That part of your letter of the tenth, 
which related to my fon, gave me a great 
fatisfadion; for tho' your commiflioners here 
have heard nothing of it, yet I believed Mr. 
Keigbtly might bring over full inftrudtions^ 
in it : but he is arrived^ and knows nothing 
of it; fo that whatever good intentions my 
lord treafurer had in relation t^ my fon, his 
lordfhip has forgotten to give any directions 
concerning him; for, with him, things 
are juft as they were when you left Dublin. 

z If 
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If you will be (6 kind to put his lord- 
fhip in mind of it^ you will be very oblig- 
ing, 

I cannot difcharge the part of a friend^ 
if I omit to let you know that your great 
neighbour at St. Pulc6er'$ is very aogry 
wi^ you. He accufeth you for going 
aivay without taking your leave pf him, and 
intends in a little tipr^cf to compel you to 
refide at your dcanry. He lays fome other 
tilings to your charge^ \yhicb you /hall 
know in a little time. 

We hourly expedt my lord lieutenant ♦. 
The whigs begin to be fenfible they muft 
^xptGt no great countenance from him, and 
begin to be a little, down in the mouthy 
fince they find Broderick is not to be their 
fpeaker -f. I am, with very great truth, 
your moft obedient fervant. 



• * Duke of Shrnv/htry.* 

t < He was, however, cbofen fpeaker, by a majority of 
(jpur voices.' 
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LETTER Cin, 

Dr. D A V E N A N T * tp Dr. 
S W I F T. 

SIR, Windfor, Nov. 3, 1713. 

JL O U have the charader of employing, 
in good offices to others, the honour and 
happinefs you have of being often with 
jny lord treafurer. This ufe of your accefs 
to him is an uncommon inftance of gene- 
rofity,def€?rving the higheft praifes; for, moft 
commonly, men are qioft apt to convert 
fuch advantages to their own fingle intereft, 
without any regard of others; though, in 
my poor opinion, not fo wifely, Ad:s of 
friendfhip create friends, even among ftran-* 
gers, that tafte not of them; and, in my 
experience, I hardly ever knew a man 
friendly in the courfe of his proceedings, 
but he was fupported in the world ; ingra- 
titude being the vice, of which the genera-. 
lity of men are moft afhamed to be thought 
guilty. 

My fon -f- and I have reafons to return 
you our thanks, for what you have already 

• Infpeftor-general of the exports and imports. 
t * Henry D^venantj Efqj who had been employed in 
Cirmany as refident.* 

^ done 
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done of this kind in his favour, and we beg 
the continuance of it. Minifters of ftatc 
have fuch multiplicity of bufinefs, that it is 
no wonder, if they forget low individuals j 
and, in fuch a cafe, private perfons muft 
be beholden to fbme good-natur'd man, to 
put thofe in power in mind of them : other- 
wife they may be forgotten, till old age over- 
takes them. Such well-difpofed remem- 
brancers deferve accefs, familiarity, and in- 
tereft with great men; and, perhaps, they 
are the moft ufeful fervants they can coun- 
tenance in their hours of leifure. 

I need not tell you, that, in point of 
time, he is above all pretenders to foreign 
bufinefs ; that his affairs have now depended 
almoft three years ; that, in the interim, it 
has gone very hard with him ; and, that he 
gave a very early inftance of his zeal to the 
prefent adminiftration. But what he builds 
his hopes moft upon, is the promife my lord 
treafurer was pleafed to make to the duke 
of Shrew/bury y juft as his grace left Windfor^ 
that a provifion (hould be made for Mr. D^z- 
venant. We muft intreat you to find fome 
lucky moment of reprefenting to my lord, 
that the young man is prefTed by a nearer 
B 4 concern 
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concern than that of making his fbrtune, 
and that lovers can hardly, be perfuaded to 
be as patient as other men. The duke has 
carried his miftrefs from him, and will not 
confent to make him happy, till he fees him 
in fome way of being fettled, in which how 
anxious any delay muft be i pofleflion der 
pending upon it) he leaves you to judge, who 
have fo well ftudied mankind, and who 
know, that love is a paflion, in one of his 
age, much ftronger than ambition • I beg 
your pardon for this long trouble, and am^ 
Sir, your moft humble and obedient fervant, 
CHA. DAVENANT. 

LETTER CIV. 

The Duchefs of O R M O N D to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

Nov. 3, I7n, flevc^i 
DOCTOR, o'clock at Night. 

X HOPE your fervant has tpld you, I 
fent to beg the favour of you to come hi- 
ther to-night ; but fince you could not con? 
Vpniently, I hope you will not d?ny me the 
fatj^faftioq of feeing you to-morrovy niorn^ 
ing. My lord joins with me in that r9queft^ 
fp4 y^^ ^^ ^^ company but you. I hope 
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ma will come before ten o'clock, becaufb 
he is to go at that hour to fVindfor. I beg 
your pardon for fending fo early as I have 
ordered them to carry this ; but the fear of 
your being gone abroad, if they went later, 
occafioned that trouble given you by. Sir, 
your moft fincere apd moft faithful humble 
fervant, M. O R M O N D. 

LETTER CV. 

Pr. SWIFT to the Bifliop of 
Dromore *. 



I 



MY LORD, London, Deq, 19, 1713. 

Have two letters from you to acknow- 
ledge, one of the fifth, and the other of 
the eleventh inftant. I am very glad it lies 
in my way to do any fervice to Mr. fTorra//^, 
and that his merits and my inclinations agrep 
fo well. I wrote this poft to Dr. Synge, to 
admit him. I am glad your lordlhip thinks 
pf removing your palace to the old, or fomp 
better place. I wi(h I were near enough 
to give my approbation; and if you do 
not chufe till fummer, I (hall, God willing, 

• Dr. Sterne. 

t Sec note preceding the firft letter tp Mr. IVorraU In 
ihis €olIe£lion. 

attend 
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attend you. Your fecond letter is about 
Dr, Marjh, who is one I always loved, and 
have fhewn it lately, by doing every thing 
he could deiire from a brother. I fhould 
be glad for fome reafons, that he would 
get a recommendation from the lord lieu- 
tenant', or at leafl that he be named. I 
cannot fay more at this diftance, but affure 
him, that all due care is taken of him. 
I have had an old fcheme, as your lordfhip 
may remember, of dividing the bifhoprics 
of Kslmore and Ardagb *. I advifed it many 
months ago, and repeated it lately; and 
the queen and miniftry, I fuppofe, are fallen 
into it. I did likewife lay very earneftly 
before proper perfons the juftice, and in- 
deed neceffity, of chufing to promote thofe 
of the kingdom; which advice has been 
hearkened to, and I hope will be followed. 
I would likewife fay fome thing in relation 
to a friend of your lordfliip's ; but I can 
only venture thus much, that it was not to 
be done, and you may eafily guefs the 
reafons. 

• Thefe fees were then vacant, and were granted the 
month following to the lord lieutenant's chaplain. Dr. 
Gsdwyn. 

I know 
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I know not who are named among you 
for the preferments ; and, my lord, this is 
a very nice point to talk of at the diftance I 
wn. I know a pcrfon there better quali« 
fied perhaps, than any that will fucceed« 
But, roy lord, our thoughts here are, that 
your kingdom leans too much one way j 
and, believe me, it cannot do {6 long, while 
the queen and adminiftration here aft upon 
fo very different a foot. This is more than 
I care to fay ; and I will for once venture a 
ftep farther than, perhaps, difcretion fliould 
let me, that I never faw fo great a firmnefs 
in the court, as there now is, to purfue thoie 
meafures, upon which this miniftry began, 
whatever fome people may pretend to think 
to the contrary : and were certain objec- 
tions made againft fome perfons we both 
know removed, I believe I might have been 
inftrumental to the fervice of fome, whom 
I much efteem. Pick what you can out of 
gll this, and believe me to be ever yours, &c. 
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LETTER CVL 

Lord Primate LINDSAY to Or. SWIFT, 

SIR, Dec. 26, 1713. 

1 O y R S of December tjic S^h I have 
received, and have obeyed your commands; 
but am much troubled to find, that the 
trade of doing ill. offices is flill continued. 
As for my part, I can entirely clear myfelf 
from eitheif writing or faying any thing to. 
apy one's prejudice ^PPP this oc9afion * ; 
and if others have wounded n^e i^ the ^^tk^^ 
it is no more than they have done before ; 
fpr ftrchbifhop TUllotfon formerly remem- 
bered, that if he (hould hearken to what 
tjie Irijh clergy fajd of ope another, there 
was not a qian in th? whole country, that 
ought to be preferred. 

>Yc are now adjourned for a fortnight, 
an4 the commons for ^ree weeks. I he^r 
our lord lieutenant is not well pleafed, that 
we have adjourned fhort of them : and I 

• 'There was at this time a great difference between 
the houfe of lords and commons in Ireland^ about the 
lord chancellor Phipps of that kingdom ; the latter ad •* 
drefling the outen to remove him from his pod, and the 
former addreffing in his favour.' 

fanfy 
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ktk{y the queen will not be well pleaf^d, 
that the commons have had fo little regard 
to the difpatch of public, bufinefs, as to 
make fo lon^ an adjournment as three 
weeks : and indeed they lately feem to In- 
timate^ that if the lord chancellor* is not 
removed by that time, they will give her 
majefty no more money ; . and fome of them 
do not flick to fay as much i and think it a 
duty incumbent en the crown, to turn out 
diat minifter, (how innocent fcever he be) 
whom the conmioi^s have addreffed againft. 

I think it is plain to any, who know the 
itate of affairs here, that no party hath 
flrength enough diredHy to oppofe a money- 
bill in this kingdom, when the government 
thinks fit to exert itfelf, as to be fure it 
always will do upon fuch occafions : and 
the half-pay officers, no doubt, will readily 
come in to that fupply, out of which they 
are to receive their pay. But fhould all 
fail, yet the queen flill may make herfelf 
cafy, by difbanding two or three regiments, 
and flriking off fome unneceffary penfions* 

Hobbes^ in his Behemoth^ talks of a heighth 
in time as well as place ; and if ever there 

• Six Con/iantiru Phipps. 

was 
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Was a heigh til in time here, it is certainly 
now ; for fome men fecm to carry things 
higher, according to their poor poweo 
than they did in England in 1641. And 
now they threaten, (and am pretty well 
aflured, have refolved upon it) that if the 
chancellor is not difcarded, they will im- 
peach him before the lords in England. But 
if they have no more to fay again ft him, 
than what their addrefs contains, I think 
they will go upon no very wife errand. I 
q^ueftion not but that you will receive the 
votes, addrefTes, and reprefentations of both 
houfes from other hands, and therefore I 
have not troubled you with them : but if 
the parliament fliould continue to fit, you 
may exped: a great product of that kind ; 
for the. commons have taken upon them- 
felves to be a court of judicature, have taken 
examinations out of the judges hands about 
murder, (which is treafon here) without 
ever applying to the government for them; 
and before trial have voted the fheriffs and 
officers to have done their duty, and acquit- 
ted themfelves well, when poffibly the time 
may yet come, that fome may ftill be hanged 
for that fad:, which, in my poor opinion, 

is 



IS entirely deftruftive of liberty, and the 
freedom of ejedtions. I am your moft hum-» 
ble fervant, &c. 

LETTER CVII. 
Lord Primate LINDSAY to Dr. SWIFT, 
SIR, Jan. 5, 1713.14. 

Y O U R S I received the 2d inftant, and 
immediately got Mr. juftice Nut ley to write 
to the bifliop of Killala *, at Kelh^ to know 
of him, whether, if he could get him tran- 
flated to the bifhopric of Rapboe^ he would 
accept of it : and this day we received his 
anfwer, that it was not worth his while to 
carry his family fo far northwards, for fo 
little advantage as that biftiopric would 
bring him ; his own being upwards of a 
thoufand pounds a year, and Raphoe not 
much above eleven hundred. The reafon 
why I got judge Nut ley to write, was be- 
caufe I apprehended it might feem irkfome 
to him to be perfuadcd by myfelf to accept 
of what I left : though at the fame time 
I can aflure you, I have done little more 
than faved myfelf whole by that bifhop- 

• Dr. mUiam Lloyd. 

I rici 
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nc ; and he might, if he pleafed, in a littie 
time have received 1600 A or 1700/. for 
£ne8 ; fo that if this comes time enough 
to your hands, you will prevent any fur- 
ther motion that way. But if Meath drops, 
I believe it would be an acceptable poft; 
and the truth is, he hath always, in t^e 
worft of times, voted honeftly, and behaved 
himfelf as a true fon of the church. In 
the mean time, be affured the judge knows 
not that you are concerned in this affair. 

There is a gentleman, whom I believe 
you mull have heard of. Dr. Andrew Hamil- 
tan* , archdeacon of Rapboe^ a man of good 
learning and abilities, and one of great in- 
tereft in that country, whom I could wifh 
you would move for (fince the bifhop of 
Killala refufeth) to fucceed me in Rapboe, 
as one, that is the mofi likely to do good 
in that part of the country, of any one man 
I know. 

And now be pleafcd to accept my thanks 
for the great ferviccs you have done me ; 
and as you have contributed much to my 

• • Though recommended by the primate to fucceed 
htm in the lee of Raphoi^ he was not preferred td it ; 
Dr. SJward SjfKgi being then advanced to that bifliopric/ 

advancement. 
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advancement, fo I muft defire you, upon 
occafion, to give me your farther afliftance 
for the fervice of ^he church. 

The parliament is prorogued to the i8th 
inftants but the whigs continuing obftinate, 
and deaf to all perfuafions to carry on the 
queen's bufinefs v^rith peace and gentlenefs, 
we conclude it muft be diflblved. 

If this ftiould not come time enough to 
your hands, to prevent the bifliop of Ktl- 
laloe^s letter for a tranflation to Raphoe^ I 
will labour all I can to make him eafy. I 
am, &c. 

LETTER CVIIL 
Lord Chancellor PHIPPS to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Dublin,Jan.i5, 1713. 

JVl ANY of my letters from London tell 
me how much I am obliged to you for 
your friendly folicitation on my fon's be- 
half, which will be always remembered by 
us both, with the fame gratitude, as if it had 
fucceededi I had congratulations from the 
duke of Ormonde my lord Bolingbroke^ and 
others, on account of my fon's having the 
place, for they fent me word it was adtually 
Vol. II. C done; 
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done ; and fevcral others had letters of it^ 
and our friends were extremely rejoiced at 
the well timing of it, and it was a great, 
addition to the mortification of the whigs : 
and the difappointment will be a caufe of 
great joy to them. But in this, and alJ 
other things^ I iiibmit to the judgment of 
my fuperiors,, who know beft ; what is fit to^ 
be done. As to looking out for any thing 
clfe for my fon, there is nothing clfe here, 
that I know is fit for him ^ and if any thing; 
worth his having falls ia Englandj it will 
be difpofcd of before I can have notice of it^ 
We ar« told by every body, that the reft 
©f our vacant biftioprics will be filled to ouf 
latisfaftion : if th^ are, you muft be one 
of them. But if you ape refolved, that you^ 
will not yet epifcopari there, give me leave 
to recommend to you an affair of my lord 
Abercom'Sy which the vicars choral have 
made with him for renewing his leafe*.. 
I am informed there are fome mifunder- 
ftandings between you. It is very unhappy 

• This leafe was for the greateft part of Tork-flreet^. 
< in which lord Jbercorn lived ; and by the terms of their 
charter, the vicars choral cannot make Icafes, without 
<;9infent of the dean and chapter. 

there' 
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theire fhbbld be any difference between two 
fuch fure and great friends to the common 
caufe. I do afTure you, we are very much 
obliged to my lord Abercorn for his great 
fervice in thefe times of difficulty ; he is as 
good a friend as any in the world, and as 
bad an enemj(^; and I am very fure, if you 
would make Eim a compliment, and oblige 
him in this matter, you would gain an en- 
tire true friend of him for the future, and 
oblige a great many of your friends here, 
who have all a great value and efteem for 
him. 

I heartily congratulate you on her ma- 
jefty's recovery, and the good efFedt it has 
had in uniting our friends. That, together 
with the refolution, that is taken to fupport 
the church-intere(l> will, without doubt, 
in a little time render all things eafy and 
quiet in both kingdoms; though as yec our 
whigs here are as obftinite and perverfe 
as ever. The commons are refolved, they 
-will give no money-bill till I am removed : 
and the aldermen will not own my lord 
mayor, nor proceed to any eledtion, not- 
widiftanding the opinion of all the judges 
here, and of the attorney-general, and all 
C 2 the 
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the queen's council (except Sir J^epk 
JekyllJ in England. 

I wilh you many happy new years, and 
fliould be very proud to receive your com- 
mands here, being, with the utmoft fince- 
rity and efteem, your moft obedient hum- 
ble fervant, GON. P HIP PS. 

L fe T T E R CIX. 
Earl of ANGLESEY to Dr. SWIFT; 

MR. DEAN, Dublin, Jan. i6,'i7i3-i4. 

O U judged extremely right of me, that 
I (hould, witii great pleafure, receive what 
you tell me, that my endeavours to fervc 
her majefty, in this kingdom, are agreeable 
to my lord treafurer, and the reft: of the mi- 
nift:er6. I have formerly fo freely exprefTed 
to you the honour I mufl: always have for 
his lordftiip, that 1 think I cannot explain 
myfelf more fully on that fubjedt. But 
what his lordfliip has already done for the 
church, and the church-interefl: here, and 
what wc have aflurance will foon be done, 
will give his lordfhip fo entire a command 
in the afFedtions of all honeft men her* 
5 (which 
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(which are not a few) that, I am perfuaded, 
he will foon find Ireland an eafy part of the 
adminiftration. For it is my firm opinion, 
that fteady and vigorous n^eafures will fo 
ftrengthei) the h^nds of our friends in both 
kingdoms, that, after the efforts of defpair 
(which never laft long) are over, her ma- 
jefty and her minifters will receive but 
little trouble from the fadtion, either on this 
or your fide of the water. 

yoi} are very kind to us in your good offir 
CCS for Mr. Phipps^ becaufe a mark of fa- 
vour fo feafonably, as at this time, conferred 
on lord chancellor's fon, will have a much 
greater influence, and reach farther than 
his lordfhip's perfon. I am preparing for 
my journey, and I hope I (hall be able to 
lay fuch a ftate of this kingdom before my 
lord treafurcr, as may prevent future difap- 
pointments, when it fhall be thought ne- 
ceifary to' hold a parliament. If this par- 
liament is not to fit after the prefent pro- 
rogation, I do think, were I with you, I 
could offer fome reafons why the filling 
the vacant bifhoprics fhould be deferred for 
a little time. I praife God for his grgat 
gpodnefs in reftoring her majefly tQ her 

C 3 health; 
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health 5 the blefling of wbiclj, if wc ha4 
no other way of knowing, we might learn 
from the mortification it has given a certain 
fet of men here, 

I fnall trouble you with no compliments, 
becaufe I hope foon to tell you how mucfat 
I am, dear Sir, yours, 

ANGLESEY. 

LETTER ex. 
Earl of PETERBOROW to Dr. SWIFT. 

March 5, 1713-14- 

QJJ E R I E S for Dr. Swtft, next Satur- 
day, at dinner. 

Whether any great man, or mi- 
nifter, has favoured the earl of Peterborow 
with one finglc line fince be left England*; 
for, as yet, he has not received one word 
from any of them, nor his friend of St. Pa^ 
trick? , 

Whether, if they do not write till they 
know what to write, he fhall ever hear 
from them ? 

♦ This letter was written from Sicilyy the earl of Pe- 
tirb$row being abroad on embaflies. 

Whether 
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Whctlier any thing can be more unfor- 
tunate, than to be overcome when ftrongeft, 
4dutwitted having mofl wit, and baffled 
having moft money? 

Whether betwixt two ftools (reverend 
Dean) be not a good old proverb, which 
may give fubjedt £br daily meditation and 
mortification ? 

I fend the lazy feribler a letter from the 
extremities of the earth, wher£ I pafs my 
time, admiring the humility and patience 
of that power heretofore fo terrible ; and 
the new fcene which we fee, to wit, the 
mofl Chriflian king waiting with fo much 
refignation and refped:, to know the em- 
peror's pleafure as to peace or war. 

Where I refleft with admiration upon 
the politics of thofe, who^ breaking with 
the old allies, dare not make ufe of the 
new ones ; who, pulling down the old rub- 
bifh and ftrudlure, do not ereft a new fa- 
bric on folid foundations-. But this is not 
fo much to the purpofe ; for in the world 
of the moon, provided toaflings continue, 
the church and flate can be in np 4apger. 

But, alas! in this unmerry country, 

where we have time to think, and »re un- 

C 4 der 
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dcr the ncccflity of thinking; where impi- 
oufly we make ufe of reafon, without a blind 
refignation to providence, the bottle, or 
chance, what opinion, think you, we have 
of the prefent management in the refined 
parts of the world, where there are juft mo- 
tives of fear ? When neither fteadinefs nor 
condudl appears, and when the evil feems 
to come on apace, can it believed, that 
extraordinary remedies are not thought of ? 
Heavens ! what is our fate ! What might 
have been our portion, and what do we fee 
in the age we live in ? France and England, 
the kings oi Spain and Sicily y perplexed and 
confounded by a headftrong youth * ; one, 
who has loft fo many kingdoms by pride and 
folly ; and all thefe powerful nations at a 
gaze, ignorant of their deftiny ; not capa- 
ble of forming a fcheme, which they can 
maintain, agjjiinft a prince, who has neither 
fhips, money, nor condud:. Some of the 
minifters affifted and fupported w^ith abfo- 
lute power, others with a parliament at 
their difpofal, and the moft inconfiderablc 
of them with the Indies at their taiL 

♦ Charles the twelfth of Sw^dcn^ 

And 
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And what do I fee in the centre, as it 
were, of ignorance and bigotry ? The firft 
requeil of a parliament to their king is to 
employ effectual means againft the increafe 
of priefts ; the idle devourers of the fat of 
the land. We fee churches, fhut up by 
the order of the pope, fet open by dra^ 
goons, to the general content of the peo^^ 
pie. To conclude ; it fell out, that one of 
our acquaintance * found himfelf, at a 
great table, the only excommunicated per-^ 
fon by his holinefs ; the reft of the com-» 
pany eating and toafting, under anathemas, 
with the courage of a hardened heretic. 

Look upon the profe I fend you. See, 
neverthelefs, what a fneaking figure he 
makes at the foot of the parfon. Who 
could expert this froin him ? But he thinks, 
refolves, and executes. 

If you can guefs from whence this comes,, 
addrefs your letter to him. A meflieurs 
Rqffhell et Fretti Sacerdotti, Genoa^ 

• « Probably the Rev. Mr. George Berkeley^ fellow of 
Dublin^college^ who went chaplain and fecretary to thij 
carl of Peterborow to Sic'tlyy at the recommendation of 
Dr. Swift: 
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LETTER CXL 

lx)rd Trcafurer OXFORD to 
Dr. S W I F T *. 

Indorf€id, «« Letter with Bill £. loo. 

Received March 14, 17 13-14.** 

Wednefday Night. 

X HAVE heard, that fome honeft men, 
who are very innocent, arc under trouble, 
touching a printed pamphlet. A friend of 
mine, an pbfcure perfon, but charitable, 
puts the inclofed bill in your hands, to an- 
fwer fuch exigencies as their cafe may im- 
mediately require. And I find he will do 
more, this being only for the prefent. If 
this comes fafc to your hands, it is enough* 

• Thip letter, written in a counterfeit hand, was fent 
to Dr. Swift^ when the printer Morphew was profecuted 
by the houfe of lords, for The public Spirit of the Whigs ; 
a pamphlet written in anfwer to a tradl of Sir Richard 
SteeliSj called the CriftSj and publifhed on the fecond 
of Marchj 1713-14. All the Scots lords then in London 
went to the queen, and complained of the affront put 
on them and their nation by the author; upon which a 
proclamation was publifhed by her majefty, offering % 
reward of three hundred pounds to difcover him. 
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LETTER CXII. 

A letter from an Informer to Lord TREA-f 
SURER, offering to difcover the Au- 
thor of the Pamphlet, called I'be public 
Spirit of the Whigs. 

March i8, 1713-14. 

Pursuant to her majefty^s procla- 
mation, of the fifteenth of this inflant 
March y for difcovering the author of a falfe, 
malicious, and fadious libel, intitled TCbe 
public Spirit of the fFhigs ; wherein her ma- 
jefly is gracioufly plcafed to promife a re- 
ward of three hundred pounds, to be paid 
by your lordfhip; which faid difcovery I can 
make. But your lordfhip, or fome perfons 
under your lordfhip, have got fuch an ill 
liame in paying fuch rewards. Inflance two 
poor men, viz. John Greenwood 2Lnd\yohn 
Bouch, who took and brought to juflice fix 
perfons, vulgarly Mohocks ; which the faid 
two poor men never received more than 
twenty pounds, and the latter thirty ; and 
they had no partners concerned with them, 
as appears by the attorney-general's reports 
to your lordfhip ; which if I fhould be fo 
3 fcrved. 
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fcfved, to caufe any perfons to be puniflied, 
ftnd be no better rewarded, will be no en- 
couragement for me to do it; for thefe two 
poor men being fo plain a precedent for me 
to go by. Your lordfhip's moft humble 
And moft obedient fervant, L. M. 

LETTER CXIII. 

'Humourous Linea by Lord Treafurer OX- 
FORD, rent to Dr. SWIFT, Dr. 
ARBUTHNOT, Mr. POPE, and 
Mr. GAY. 

April 14, I7.I4. Back Stairs, paiil Eight* 

Gay, 

JL N a fummons fo lar^e^ which all clergy 

contains, 
I muft turn Difmats * convert, or part with 

my brains. 
Should I fcruple to quit the back flairs for 

your blind ones. 
Or refufe your true jundlo ^j- for one of -— 

• Difmal was lord Nottingham. 

t Dr. Swifty Dr. Arbuthnot^ Mr. Pope^ and Mr. G^, 
'ttrere writing the hiftory of Martlnus ScribUrus j and thefe 
four wit9, in conjunction, are iUled by lord treafurer a 
jun<^o. 

The 
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t'hc following is their anfwcr to his Iord» 
fhip, chiefly written by the Dea». 
Let not the whigs our tory club rebuke ; 
Give us our earl*, the devil take their dukt-f^ 
^adam qua attinent ad Scriblerum^ 
Want your afliftance now to clear 'em^ 
One day it will be no difgracc. 
In Scribler to have had a place » 
Come then, my lord, and take your part in 
The important hiilory of Martin. 

THE DEAN, 

A pox on all fenders 
For any pretenders. 
Who tell us thefe troublefome floriet 
In their dull hum-drum key. 
Of arma virumque, 
I Hanonice qui primus ab oris. 
A pox too on Hanmerp 
Who prates like his gran-mere. 
And all his old friends would rebuke. 
In fpite of the carle. 
Give us but our earl^ 
^he devil may take their duke. 
Then come and take part in 
The memoirs of Martin ; 

• 'Of Oxford: 

t ' Of Marlbifrough: 

X The duchy of Hainauh. 
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Lay down your white ftafFand gfey habit : 
For truft us, friend Mortimer^ 
Should you live years forty more^ 

M^e oUm meminijfe juvabiti 



LETTER CXIV; 

More Lines of humour, by Lord TREA- 
SURER. 

April 14, 1714. 

J[ Honour the men. Sir, 

Who are ready to anfwer. 
When I afk them to ftand by the queen j 

In fpite of oritors. 

And blood-thirfty praters, 
Whofe hatred I highly efteem* 

Let our faith's defender 

Keep out ev'ry« pretender. 
And long enjoy her own ; 
. Thus you four, five. 

May merrily live. 
Till fadion is dead as a ftone. 



LET- 



(30' 

LETTER CXV. 

TIic Duchcfs of O R M O N D ta 
Dr. SWIFT. 

BROTHERS, April 24, 1714. 

X SHOULD fooner have thanked you 
for your letter, but that 1 hoped to have 
fecn you here by this time. You cannot 
imagine how much I am grieved, when I 
find people I wifh well to, run counter to 
their own intereft, and give their enemies 
fuch advantages, by being fb hard upon 
their friends, as to conclude, if they arc not 
without fault, they are not to be fupported, 
or fcarce converfed with. Fortune is a very 
pretty gentlewoman; but how foon fhe may 
be changed, no body can tell. Fretting her, 
with the feeing all flie does for people only 
makes them defpife her, may make her fo 
£ck as to alter her complexion ; but I hope 
our friends will find her conftant, in fpite 
of all they do to fhock her. And remem* 

• The duke of Ormond was one of the fixteen bro- 
thers ; the duchefs, therefore, calls Swift brother in 
lier lord's right. See the note to a letter from lord Har^ 
^7 tQ the Dean, dated July 17, 17 14. 

ber 
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ber the * flory of the arrows, that were 
very eafily broke fingly ; but when tied up 
clofe together, no ftrength of man could 
hurt them. But that you may never feel 
any ill confequences from whatever may 
happen, are the fincere wifhes of, brother, 
yburs, with all fifterly afFedlion, 

M. O^ 



* Irt this letter the duchefs alludes to the divifion 
then fubfifting among the minifters at court } and it is 
probable, that the hint about thejlory of the arrows pro- 
duced the poem called the faggot^ which the Dean wrote 
about this time. It is faid, under the title, to have been 
ti^ritten in the year 17 13, when the queen's minifters 
l^ere quarrelling among themfelves. It begins thus t 

Obfervc the dying father fpeak ; 

Try, lads, can you this bundle break ? 

Then bids the youngeft of the fix 

Take up a heap of well-bound .flicks. 

They thought it was an old man's maggot. 

And ftrove by turns to break the faggot. 

In vain : the complicated wands 

Were much too ftrong for all their hands. 

See, faid the fire, how foon 'tis done : 

Then took and broke them one by one* 
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LETTER CXVf. 

CHIVERTON CHARLTON, Efq; 
Captain of the Yeomen of the Guards 
to Dr; 8 W I F T. 

S I Ri May 22, 1714. 

riEARtNG from honeft Join *, that 
you ftill perfift in your refolution of re- 
tiring into the country, \ cannot but give 
you my thoughts of it, at the fame time that 
I am feniible hdw intruding it may appeal^ 
in me to trouble you with what I think : 
but you have an unlucky quality, which 
expofes you to the forwardnefs of thofe who 
love you: I mean good-nature. From which, 
tho* I did not always fufpe£fc you guilty of 
it, I now promife myfelf an eafy pardon. 
So that, without being in much pain as to 
the cenfure you may pafs upon my afTur* 
ance, I fhall go on gravely to tell you^ I am 
intirely againft your defign. 

1 confefs a juil indignation at feveral 
things, and particularly as the return y6ur 
ferviccs have met with, may give you a dif- 
guft to the court ; and that retirement may 

* Alderman Barber^ 
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afford a plcafing profpedl to you, who have 
lived fo long in the hurry, and have borne 
fo great a fhare of the load of bufinefs ; and 
the more fo at this jundure, when the di- 
{lra<^ion among your friends is enough to 
make any one fick of a courtier's life. But on 
lliefe very accounts you fhould chufe to 
*flccp, and convince the world that you are 
as much above private rqfentment, where 
the public is concerned, as you are inca- 
pable of being tfred out in the fervice of 
your country; and that you are neither 
afraid, nor unwilling, to face a florm in a 
good caufe. 

It is true, you have lefs rcafon than any 
one I know, to regard what the world fays 
of you ; for I know none, to whom the world' 
hath been more unjuft. Yet fince the moft 
generous revenge is to make the ungrateful 
appear yet more ungrateful, you (hould ftill 
perfecute the public with frefh obligations ; 
and the rather, becaufe fome there are of a 
temper to acknowledge benefits ; and it is to 
be hoped the reft may not always continue 
ftupid. At leaft (fuppofe the worft) the at- 
tempt to do good carries along with it a fe- 
cret fatisfadion, with which if you are not 

fenfibly 
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fcttfibly affcfted, I am at a lofs how to ad* 
count for many of your aftions, I remem- 
ber very well, what you have fometimes 
faid upon this fubjedt ; as if you were now 
grown ufclefs, &c. To which I have this to 
anfwer, that tho' your efforts arc in vain 
to-day^ fome unforefeen accident may make 
them otherwife to-morrow ; and that, fhould 
you by your abfcncc lofe any happy oppor- 
tunity, you will be the firft to reproach 
yourfelf with funning awfty, and be the laft 
man in the world to pardon it. If I denied 
ielf-intereft to be at the bottom of all I have 
faid, I know you would think I lied villain- 
ouily, and perhaps not think amifs ; for I 
ilill flatter myfelf with the continuance of 
that favour you have, on many occafions, 
been pleafed to ihew me; and am vaia 
enough to fanfy I fhould be a confiderable 
lofer, if you were where I could not have 
an opportunity of clubbing my (hilling with 
you now and then at good eating. But as 
much as I am concerned on this account, 
I am not fb fclfiih to fay what I have done, 
if it were not my real opinion; which, 
whether you regard or not, I could not deny 
myfelf the fatisfa£tion of fpeaking it, and 
of affuring you, that I am, with the utmofl 

D a fincc- 



( 36) 

iGncerity and refpedt. Sir, your moft obliged, 
and moft faithful humble fervant, 

CH. CHARLTON. 

My lady duchefs *, I can anfwer for her^ 
is very much your fervant, though I 
have not her commands to fay fo. She 
is gone to fee the duke of Beaufort, 
who is fo ill, 'tis feared he cannot 
recover. She went this morning fo 
early, I have had no particular account 
how he is ; but am told, he does no- 
thing but doze. The meflenger came 
to het at three in the morning ; and 
(he went away immediately afterwards. 

Lady Betty defires me to thank you for 
your letter, and would be glad, fince 
the provoft Is gracioufly pleafed to ftay 
her majefty's time, to know where i^ 
is he defigns to ftay. 

Honeft Townjhend and I have the fatis- 
fadion to drink your health, as often 
as we do drink together. Whether you 
approve of your being toafted with the 
bifhop of London, and fuch people, I 
cannot tell. 

My fervant is j-uft now come frcim the 
duchefs of Qrmond, and gives fuch an 
• Of Ormmd. 

account 



(37) 
account of the duke of Beaufort^ that 
it is thought he cannot poflibly reco- 
ver. 

LETTER CXVII. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

S I Ry London, June 8, 1714* 

IN C E you went out of the town, my 
lord Clarendon was appointed envoy extra- 
ordinary to Hanover^ in the room of lord 
Paget I and by making ufe of thofe friends, 
which I entirely owe to you, he hath ac- 
cepted me for his fecretary. This day, by 
appointment, I met his lordfhip at Mr. fe- 
cretary Bromfey's office * : he then ordered 
mc'to be ready by Saturday. I am quite off 
from the duchefs oi Monmouth -f-. Mr. Lewis 
was very ready to ferve me upon this occa- 
fion, as were Dr. Arbuthnoty and Mr. Ford. 

1 am every day attending my lord treafurer 
for his bounty, in order to fet me out; 
which he hath promifed me upon the fol- 
lowing petition, which I fent him by Dr. 
Ar but knot : 

• Bromley was joint fecretary with Bolingbroki. 

f "^ Mr. Gay had been fecretary^ or Jomeftic fteward, 
to the duchefs, widow of the duke of Monmoutby whQ 
fras beheaded in the firft year of king Janus IV 

D 3 The 
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The Epigrammatical Petition of Jobn Gay. 

Tm no rtiorc to converfe with the fwains. 

Bat go where fine people refort. 
One can live without money on plains. 

But never without it at court ■ ■ 
If, when with the fwains I did gambol, 

I array *d me in filver and blue; 
When abroad, and in courts I fhall ramble. 

Pray, my lord, how much money will do? 

We had the honour of the treafurer's 
company laft Saturday^ when we fat upon 
Scriblerus *. Pope is in town, and hath 
brought with him the firft book of Homer. 

I am to be at Mr, Lewis'^ this evening 
with the provoft -f, Mr. Ford, Parnell^ and 
Pope. It is thought my lord Clarendon will 
make but a fhort ftay at Hanover. If it was 
pofTible, that any recommendation could 
be procured to make me more diftinguiihed 
than ordinary, during my ftay at that court, 
I fhould think myfelf very happy, if you 
could contrive any method to profecute it ; 
for I am told, that their civilities very rarely 
defcend fp Jow as the fecrelary, I have 

. • Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus ; a joint work of 
Pope^ jfrikfhnet^ and others. See Pope's works, 
t * Of DublinHQllegejf Dr, ffenjamn Pratt.* 

all 
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^n the reafon in the world to acknowledge 
^his as wholly owing to you. And the many 
iavdufs I have received from you, purely 
out of your love to doing good, aflures mc 
you will not forget me in my abfence. As 
for myfelf, whether I am at home or abroad, 
gratitude will always put me in mind of 
the man, to whom I owe fo many bene- 
fits. I am your moft obliged humble fervant, 

J. G A. Y. 

LETTER CXVIII. 

Mr. J O H N BARBER* tq 
Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, London, June 8, 1714* 

1 HAVE inclofed all the letters that have 
come to my hands. I faw my lord trcafurer 
to-day, who afked me where you were 
gone? I told his lordftiip you were in Berk- 
Jhire -f-. He anfwered, it is very well ; I 

^ Afterwards alderman, and chofen lord mayor in Sep- 
fembtTj 1732. In 1733, he diitinguifhed himfelf in tne 
c^pofition to what was called the Excife Scheme. 

t SwM having in vain endeavoured to bring about a 
reconciliation between lord Oxford and lord Bolingl/roke^ 
retired about this time to the houfe of his friend, the 
Rev. Mr. Gerte^ at fFantage^ in Berkjbire^ who is ftill 
livine. While he was there, he wrote a difcourfe, 
called, " Free thoughts on the prefent ftate of affairs,** 
and feju it up to London: but fome difference of opinion 
D 4 between 
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fuppofc I (hall foon hear from him. f^ 
Iqrd Bolingbroke was very merry with m^ 
upon your journey, and hoped the world 
would be the better for your retirements^ 
and that I fliould foon be^ tjie midwife. 
The fchifm-bill was read thq fecond tinxc 
yeflerday, and committed for to-morrow, 
without a divi^on, Every body is in the 
greateft confternation at your retirement^ 
and wonders at the caufe. I tell them, it 
is for your health's fake. Mr, Gay is made 
fecretary to my lord Clarendon^ and is very 
well pleafed with ^lis promotion. The 
queen is fo well, that the Sicilian ambafla- 
dor hath his audience to-night. She can 
walk, thank God, and is very well reco- 
vered. Sir^ your moft obedient humble 
fervant, 

T T ^^ A N T *. 



between bim an4 lord BoUnghrakt prevented its publica- 
tion at that time. The queen died about ten weeks af- 
terwards, and the difcourfe has been fince printed in his 
works. 

• Alderman Barber made a prefent of Dr. Swifi\ 
piQure, taken in the early time of his life, to the uni- 
verfity of Oxford. 
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L f: T T E R CXIX. 

Pr. ARBUTHNOT, the Queen's dome- 
ftic Phyfician, to Dr. SWIFT^ 

DEAR BROTHER ♦, St. James's, June 12, 17 14, 

JL AM glad your proud ftomach is come 
down, and that you fubmit to write to your 
friends. I was of opinion, that if they 
managed you right, they might bring you 
to be even fond of an article in the Poft^ 
Boy, or Flying'PoJl. As for the prefent 
ilate of our court affairs, I thank God, I 
am almoft as ignorant as you are, to my 
great eafe afid comfort. I have never in« 
quired about any thing, fince my lady Afo- 
Jham told the dragon -f-, that (he would carry 
T\o niore oneffages, nor meddle nor make,^ 
G*r- I don't kno\v whether things were quite 
fo bad when you went. The dragon ma- 
nages this bill % pretty well ; for you know 
that is his forte: and I believe, at the rate 

^ One of the fix teen. 

t * Lord treafurer Oxford* 

X * T^ty prevent the growth offchifm^ and for the further 
fecurity of the church of England, as by law eftablified. 
It palled the boufc of lords Jum 13, 1714/ 

they 
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they go on, they will do mifchicf to them- 
fclves, and good to no body elfe. 

You know that Gay goes to Hanover j 
and my lord treafurer has promifed to equip 
him. Monday is the day of departure ; and 
he is now dancing attendance for money to 
buy him (hoes, ftockings, and linen. The 
duchefs has turned him off*, which I am 
afraid will make the poor man's condition 
worfe, inftead of better. 

The dragon was with us on Saturday 
night laft, after having fent us really a moft 
excellent copy of verfes, I really believe 
when he lays down, he will prove a very 
good poet. I remember the firft part of 
his verfes was complaining of ill ufage; and 
at laft he concludes, 

** He that cares not to rule, will be fure 

to obey, 
•* When fummon'd by Arbutbnot^ Pope^ 

Parnell^ and Gay.** 

Parne// h^s been thinking of going chap- 
lain to my lord Clarendon -f- ; but they will 
not fay whether he fliould or not. I am to 

• The duchefs of Monmouth j to whom he had been 
fccrctary. 

t * Who was fent by the queen to the court of Hana* 

2 meet 
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meet our club at the Pall-maU coffcc- 
houfe, about one to-day, where we cannot 
fail to remember you. The queen is in 
good health; much in the fame circums- 
tances with the gentleman I mentioned, in 
attendance upon herminiftcrs for fomething 
fhe cannot obtain. My lord and my lady 
Majham, and lady Fair^ remember you 
kindly; and none with more fincere refpe£t 
than your affedionate brother, and humble 
iibrvant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 

LETTER CXX. 

THOMAS HARLEY*, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, June 19, 1714. 

OUR letter gave me a great deal of 
picture. I do not mean only the fatis- 
faction one muft always find in hearing 
from fo good a friend, who has diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in the world, and formed 
a new charader, which no body is vain 

* This gentleman was couiin to the lord treafurer. 
He died in Jan^ I737> ^^^ left his cftate to Edward 
Harlejy Efqi 

enough 
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enough to pretend to imitate. But you muft 
know the moment after you difappeared, 
I found it was to no purpofe to be uncon- 
cerned, and to flight (as I really have done) 
all the filly ftories and fchemes I met with 
every day; the effedts of felf-conceit, and a 
frightened, hafly defire of gain. They 
afked me,' Has not the Dean left the town ? 
Is not Dr. Swift gone into the country ? 
Yes. And I would have gone into the 
country too, if I had not learned, one can- 
not be hurt till one turns one's back : for 
which reafon I will go no more on their 
errands. But ferioufly you never heard 
fuch bellowing about the town of the ftate 
of the nation, efpecially among the (harpers^ 
fellers of bearfkins *, and the reft of that 
kind : nor fuch crying and fqualling among 
the ladies; infomuch that it has at laft 
reached the houfe of commons ; which I 
am forry for, becaufe it i? hpt and uneafy 
fitting there in this, feafon of the year. But 

• Stock-jobbers. He who fells that, of which he is 
not pofleffed, is faici proverbiallv to fell the bear's (kin, 
while the bear runs in the wooas. And it being com* 
mon for ftock-jobbers to make contrails for transferring 
ftock at a future time, though they were not pofleflTed 
of the ftock to be transferred, they were called fellers of 
bt4r-fkins. 

I wa$ 
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I was told to-day, that, in fome countries^ 
people are forced to watch day and night, 
to keep wild beafts out of their corn. Do 
you not pity me, for yielding to fuch grave 
iayings, to be ftifled every day in the houfe 
of commons ? 

When I was out of England^ I ufcd to 
receive four or five letters each poft with 
this paflage, ** as for what paffes here, you 
will be informed by others much better ; 
therefore I (hall not trouble you with any 
thing of that fort/' You will give me 
leave to ufe it now, as my excufe to you for 
not writing news. . I hope, honeft Gay will 
be better fupplied by fome friend or other. 
Before I received your direftion, I had or- 
dered my fervant, who comes next Mondcp^ 
out of Hereford/hire^ to leave your horfe 
at the Crown in Farringdon^ where you can 
eafily fend for him. I hear he was fo fat, 
they could not travel him till he was taken 
down ; and I ordered he fhould go fhort 
journeys: he is of a good breed, and there- 
fore I hope will prove well) if not, ufe him 
like a baflard, and I will chufe another for 
you. I am. Six, your mod faithful humble 
' fervant, 

T. H A R L E Y. 

LET- 
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LETTER CXXL 

Mr. THOMAS* to Dr. S W I F T. 

REVEREND SIR, June 22, 1714^ 

JL T was with fome difficulty, that I pre- 
vailed with myfelf to forbear acknowledg- 
ing your kind letter. I can only tell you, it 
fhall be the bufinefs of my life, to endea- 
vour to deferve the opinion you exprefs of 
me, and thereby to recommend myfelf to 
the continuance of your friendship. 

My lord treafurer does, upon all occa- 
fions, do juftice to your merit ; and has ex- 
prefled to all his friends the great efleem 
he has for fo hearty and honeft a friend, 
and particularly on occaiion of the letter 
you mention to have lately writ to him. 
And all his friends can inform you with 
what pleafure he communicated it to them. 

And now for bufinefs ; I am to acquaint 
you, that laft Tburfday I received the 50 /. 
(which now waits your orjders) and dated 
your receipt accordingly, which I delivered 
to Mr. Whetbam^ who paid me the mo- 
ney. 

• Secretary to lord treafurey* 

I do 
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I do not pretend to tell you how matters 
go. Our friend fays very bad. I am fan- 
guine enough to hope not worfe. I am^ 
with all poffible cftecm, ever yours, 

WILLIAM THOMAS. 

LETTER CXXIL 

Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR BROTHER, Kcnfington, June a6, 1714. 

JL HAD almoft refolved not to write to 
you, for fear of difturbing fo happy a ftate 
as you defcribe. On the other hand, a little 
of the devil, that cannot endure any body 
fhould enjoy a paradife, almoft provoked me 
to give you a long and melancholy ftate 
of our affairs. For you muft know, that it 
is juft my own cafe. I have with great in- 
duftry endeavoured to live in ignorance, but 
at the fame time * would enjoy Kenfington 
garden; and then fome bufy difcontented 
body or another comes juft crofs me, and 
begins a difmal ftory ; and before I go to 
fupper, I am as full of grievances as themoft 
knowing of them. 

I will 
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t will plague you a little, by tellitig Jroli 
ihe dragon dies hard. He is now kicking 
and cuf&ng about him like the devil : and 
you know parliamentary management is thfe 
Jbrte, but no hopes of any fcttlement be- 
tween the two champions. The dragon 
£dd laft night to my lady Majhath and me^ 
that it Is with great induftry he keeps his 
friends^ who are very numerous, from pul* 
ling all to pieces. Gay had a hundred 
pounds in due time, and went 4way a happy- 
man. I have folicited both lord trfeafurer 
and lord Bolingbroke ftrongly for the Partie-- 
iian^ and gave them a memorial the other 
day. Lord treafurer fpeaks mighty afFedion-^ 
ately of him, which you know is an ill fign 
in ecclefiaftical preferments. Witnefs fome^ 
that you and I know, when the contrary 
was the beft fign in the world. Pray remem- 
ber Martin *, who is an innocent fellow, 
and will not difturb your folitude. The ri-^ 
dicule of medicine is fo copious a fubjeft, 
that I muft only here and there touch it. I 
have made him ftudy phyfic from the 
apothecary's bill, where there is a good 

• Martinus Scriblerus^ of whom Pope^ Arbutbnot^ ::nd 
#tber$, were to write the memoirs. 

plentiful 
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jpiieiitiful field for a fatire upon the prefettt 
pradtice. One of his projedls was, by 1 
llamp upon bliftering-plaifters, and meHlot 
by the yard, lo raift money for the govern-^ 
xnent, and to give it to Ratcliffe and others to 
farm. But there was like to be a petition 
from the inhabitants of London and H^'^efi^ 
mmfter, who had no mind to be flead* 
There was a problem about the dofes of 
purging medicines publifhed four years ago^ 
ihewing, that they ought to be in propor- 
tiorf to the bulk of the patient. From thence 
Martin endeavours to determine the que- 
ftion about the weight of the ancient men^ 
by the dofes of phyfic, that were given 
them. One of his beft inventions was ^a 
map of difeafes for the three cavities of the 
bt)dy^ and one for the external parts ; juft 
like the four quarters of the world. Then 
the great difeafes are like capital cities, 
with their fymptoms all like ftreets and 
fuburbs^ with the roads, that lead to other 
difeafes. It is thicker fet with towns than 
any Flanders map you ever faw. Ratcliffe is 
painted at the corner of the map, con- 
tending for the univerfal empire of this 
world, and the reft of the phyficians op- 
VoL. II. E pofing 
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pofing his ambitious deHgnsy with a prcjcdt 
of a treaty of partition to fettle peace. 

There is an excellent fubjeA of ridicule 
from fome of the German phyficians, wha 
ftt up a feniitive foul as a fort of a firft mini* 
fler to the rational. Hebnant calls him 
Arcbaui. Dolaus calls him Microcofmit^^ 
He has under him feverajl other genii^ that 
refide in the particular parts of the body,, 
particularly prince Cardmeiecb in the heart i 
Gajieronax m the ftomach; and the flqftk 
j^ioce in the organs of generation. I believe 
I qpuld make you laugh at the explication 
of diAempers from the wars and alliances of 
thofe princes i and how the firft miniftcr 
gets^ the better of his miflrefs Anima Ratio-^ 
nalis. 

The heft is, that it is making reprifals 
upon the politicians, who are fure to alle* 
gorife all the animal oeconomy into flate 
affairs. Fope has been colle£ting high flights 
of poetry, which are very good ; they arc 
to be folemn nonfenfe. 

I thought upon the following the other 
day, as I was going into my coach, the 

duft being troublefbme* 

The 
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The dud in Tmaller particles aroie^ 
Than thofe^ which fluid bodies do compere: 
Contraries in extremes do often meet ; 
'Twas now ib dry^ that you might call it wet. 

i don't give you thefe hints to dl«^ert you, 
but that you may have your thoughts, and 
work upon them. 

t know ybu love tnt heaftrly, and yet I 
will not ow/i, that you love me better than 
I love you. My lord and lady Majham love 
you too, and read your letter to me with 
pleiafure. My fady fays (he will write to 
you, whether you write to her or not. Dear 
friend, adieu. 

LETTER CXXIII. 

Mr. John barber to 

Dr. SWIFT. 
HONOURED SIR, London, July 6, 17x4. 

X HAD yours of the 3d inftant, and am 
heartily glad of your being in health, which 
I hope will continue. Pray draw what bills 
you pleafe : Vl\ pay them on demand. 

I fortunately met lord Bolingbroke yefter- 

day, the minute I had your letter. I at- 

E 2 tacked 
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tacked him for fome wine, and he immc* 
diately ordered you two dozen of red French 
wine, and one dozen of ftrong Arizana 
white wine. The hamper will be fent to- 
morrow by Robert Stone the Wantage cat- 
rier, and will be there on Friday. I am 
afraid it will coft you 5^. to George^ my 
lord*s butler; but I would do nothing 
without order. My lord bid mc tell you 
this morning, that he will write to you, and 
let you know, that as great a ' philofopher 
as you are, you have had the pip; that the 
public affairs are carried on with the fame 
zeal and quick difpatch as when you was 
there ; nay, that they are improved in feve** 
ral particulars ; that the fame good under- 
{landing continues ; that he hopes theworld 
will be the better for your retirement; that 
your inimitable pen was never more wanted 
thin now ; and more, which I cannot re- 
member. I believe he expefts you fhould 
write to him. He'fpoke many affectionate 
,and handfome things in your favour. 1 told 
him your ftory of the fpaniel, which made 
him laugh heartily. I am, &o. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

Mn J O H N B A R B E R to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, Lambart Hill, July 69 1714. 

X Thankfully acknowledge the receipt of 
a packet * fent laft Sunday. I have fhewn it 
only to one perfon, who is charmed with it; 
and will make fome fmall alterations and 
additions to it, with your leave. You will 
the caficr give leave, when I tell you, that • 
it is one of the heft pens in England. Pray 
favour me with a line. I am. Sir, your 
moil obedient fervant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

Indorfed thus by the Dean, 
*^ John Barhr^s letter about the pamphlet.*^ 

♦ Probably fra ibtughts on the pnfentjiati rf aptirK 
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LETTER CXXV. 
Mr. THOMAS to Dr. SWIFT, 

' REV. SIR, July 6, 1714. 

1 SHOULD not have prefumed to break 
in upon your retirements^ nor fo much as 
enquire for your ^ddrefs, had not the en- 
clofed given me a fair occafion to afk after 
your health. I need not add any thing to 
vrhat the papers will inform you touching 
that affair. The perfon mentioned in the 
baron's letter has not yet called upon me. 
When you have indorfed theletter of attor- 
ney, pleafe to return that and the baron's 
letter, that I may follow bis directions. I 
dare not mention any thing of politics to 
one, that has purpofely withdrawn himfelf 
fron[i the din of it. I (hall pnly tell ypu, that 
your friends applaud your conduit with re- 
lation to your owii eafe ; but they think it 
hard you (hould abdicate at a juncture your 
friendfhip feems to be of moft ufe to them. 
I am fure fome of them want your advice, 
as well as afliftancc. You will- forgive this 
digrcflion from bulinefs, when I tell you I 

(hall 
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6idl not repeat .this trouble, ttol havii^ (o 
much as kept a copy of your diredlion. 
You may direft your commands to tne^ un« 
der cover, to our common friend* I hope 
you belieire me too fenfible of obligadoni 
to need formal aflurances of the fincere rtf- 
fpedt, wherewith I am, reverend Sir, your 
moft obedient and moft humble fervant, 

WILLIAM THOMAS^ 

LETTER CXXVL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efqj 
to Dn S W I F T. 

SIR, WhHchall, July 6, 1714. 

OU give me fuch good reafons for your 
defire of knowing what becomes of our 
iprand afiair, that, to oblige you, and per* 
haps to give myfelf vent, I will tell you 
what I think on it. The two ladies ^ feem 
to have determined the fall of the dragon \^ 
tnd to entertain a chimerical notion, that 
there fliall be no Monfieur le Premier ^ but 
that all power £hall refide in one, and profit 
in the othen The man of Mercury J footh« 

• The queen and lady Somerfit, 
t * Lord trcafurcr Oxford: 
X « Lord B^Kngbroh/ 

E 4 diem 
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them in this notion with great dexteritjr 
and reafon» for he will be Monfieur le Pre^ 
mier then of courfc, by virtue of the little 
feal. His chara£t(;r is tpo bad to carry the 
great eniigns; therefore he takes another 
method, and I think it very artful^ viz. ta 
continue his pr^fent ftation, to which the 
power nxay altogether be as properly at-ii 
t«iched as to the wand. |n this brangle I 
am no otherwife concerned, than that I^ 
muft lofe part of the pleafure I had in the 
converfation of my friends. And that I 
^gni really apprehenfive the two Isidics niajp 
fufFer by the undertaking s for the man of 
Mercury's bottom is too narrow, his faults of 
the firft magnitude ; and we cannot findj^ 
that there is any fcheme in the \yorld how 
to proceed. MercuriaKs^ complainSj^ that the 
dragon 'fhzs ufed him barbaroufly; that he 
is in with the democraticals, and never 
conferred a fingle obligation upon him fince 
he had the wand. Le temps nous ectaircira. 
I propofe to move on the 2d of Augujl ta 
Batby and to ftay there, or go from thencc^^ 
according as our chaos fettles here. | be- 

• « Lord Bolinghroke: 
^ ' Lord tr?afv)(rer.* 
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lieve I ihall not go to Abercatby^ otherwilb 
I would attend you. Shall not we meet at" 
Bath? Before I began this paragraph, I 
ikould have added fomething to the former^ 
which is^ that the dragon is accufed of hay- 
ing betrayed his friends yefterday upon the 
matter of the three explanatory articles of 
^e Spanijh treaty of commerce, which hQ 
flowed not to be beneficial, and that the 
queen might better prefs for their being 
changed, if it was the fenfe of the houfe 
they ought to be fo. The addrefs thea 
paffed without a negjttive, 

I thank you for the account you gave me 
of the farm in Buckingbamjhire. I coul4 
like the thing, and the price too very well; 
but when it cpmes to 9 point, I own ray 
weaknefs to you. I can't work myfelf up 
to a refolution, whilft I have any hope of 
<he 2oo/. a year I told you of in my own 
pariih; it lies now at fale: if I mifs, I 
would catch greedily at the other. 

When I am at the Batb I will fet down 
the ^nts you de^re. 
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LETTER CXXVIL 

CHARLES FORD*, Efq; 
to Dn S W I F T. 

Lmdon, July .6 f$ 

X F Barber be not a very great blockhead^ 
I jQiall foon fend you a letter in prints in 
anfwer to your laft : I hope it may be next 
poft» for he had it on Sunday. I took care 
to blot the e's out of onefy and the 9l^ 
wsXoifcheatne^ which I fuppofe is the mean-«^ 
jng of your queftion, whether, I corrected 
it? I don't know any other alteration it 
wanted; and I made none except in one 
paragraph, that I changed the prefent to 
the paft tenfe four times; and I am not fure 
I did right in it neither. There is fo great 

a tendernefs and regard all along to the , 

that I could have wiflied this expreffion 
had been out [the uncertain timorous na- 
ture of the —J. But there was no ilriking 
it out without fpoiling the beauty of the 
paflage: And as, if I had been the author 

♦ This gentleman was by the Dean's intcreft made 
Gazetteer. See the Dean's letter to Mrs. Dinghy^ dated 
Juhfi^ 1712. 

t The year is omitted, but it fhould be J7r4» This 
letter is indoricd, " Affairs go worfc." 

myfclf 
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fByfelf, I pref^erred beauty to discretion* I 
really think it is at Icaft equal to any thing 
you have writ ; and I dare fay it will da 
great fervices as matters ftand at prefent ^. 

The Ci^hnet -f and his friends, give the 
game for loft on their fide ; and I believe 
by peyt week we (hall fee lord BQlingbroke 
at the head of affairs. The bifhop of Ra^ 
cbefier $ i$ to be lord privy fcal. They 
talk of feveral other alterations, as that my 
lord ^rroar is to be prefident of the council; 
Lord Abingdon^ lord Chamberlain i lord An^ 
gl^fiy% lord lieutenant of /r^W; that Mr. 
Bromley || is to ga out, and a great many 
more in lefTer employments. I fan fy thefe 
reports are fpread to draw in as many as 
th?y can to oppofe the new fcheqie. I can 
hardly think any body will be turned out 

* It is not known that the Dean publifhed, or was 
about to publiih ^ny thing at this time, except the Fra 
Thoughts. \\ is therefore probable tkiat this trad was 
printioG:, or printed, when the Dean Aipprefled it for 
the reaTons mentioned before^ The words, however^ 
which Mr. Ford Tays he could have wi£bed to have blot- 
ted out, but fpared for the beauty of the paflage^ tr« not 
to be found in the copy printed in the Dean's works ; 
jiqr is it ca(y to determine where they originally ftood. 

t Lord Oxford. 

X See Lewises \txttt o( Juguft lo, 17 14. 

I Secretary for the northern provinces. 

of 
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of the cabinet, except the treafurer and the 
privy fcal *. Perhaps my lord Paulet -f may 
lay down. Certainly the fecretary may con- 
tinue in, if he pleafe$, and I don't hear that 
he is difpofed to refign, or that he is fb 
attached to any minifter, as to enter into 
their refentments. What hzs Join oi Bucks % 
done? and yet the report is very ilrong^ 
that he is to be fucceeded by my lord 
9^-^ — or II . The duke of Shrew/bury was 
one out of eight or nine lords, that ftood 
by my lord Bolingbroke yefterday, in the 
debate about the Spanijh treaty, and fpoko 
with a good deal of fpirit^ Is it likely he 
is to be turned out of all ? The lords have 
ipade a. reprefentation to the queen, in 
which they defire her to furmount the in* 
furmountable difficulties the Spanijh trade 
lies under by the laft treaty. It is thought 
there was a majority in the houfe to havr 
prevented fuch reflexion upon the treaty, if 

• Lord Dartmoutbn 

t Lord ftcward. 

t * John SheJJeU duke of Buckingham/hire.* 

I * Trevor^ lord chief juftice of the common pleas. 
He had been created lord Trevor oi Brombam iu Pidfnrd^ 
finrcy January i, 1711-12/ 

they 
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thtfy had come to a divifion. The clamour 
of the merchants^ whig and tory, has been 
too great to have paffed a vote m vindica- 
tion of it> as it (lands ratified. But my 
lord Anglefey and his fquadron fecmed wil- 
ling to oppofe any cenfurc of it ; and yet 
this reprefenta^ion was fufFered to pafs no-^ 
body knows how. To-day they are to take 
into coniideration the queen's anfwer to 
their addrefs^ defiring to know who advifed 
her to ratify the explanation of the three 
articles. She fent them word (he thought 
there was little difference between that and 
what was (igned at Utrecht. When they 
rife I will tell you what they have done* 
The laft money-bill was fent up yefterday j 
fo that in all probability the parliament 
will be up in two or three days, and then 
we (hall be entertained with court affairs. 
I hope you got mine laft pofl, and one a 
fortnight ago. Will the change of the mi- 
niftry effedl Elwood? He is in pain about it. 
I am told the people of Ireland are 
making a (Irong oppofition againft the pre- 
fent provoft. 

The 
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The confideration of the queen's anfwer 
h deferred till to*morrow. I am now With^ 
lord Gut/ford and three other commiffioiiefs 
of trade, who were examined to-day at the 
bar of the honfe of lords. They are prodi- 
gioufly pleafed with what has been done. 
But I don't nnderftand it well enough to 
give you an account of it. For the rapture 
they are in hinders them from explaining 
themfelves clearly. I can only gather from 
their manner of difcourfe, that they are 
come off without cenfure. 

LETTER CXXVIII. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

S r R, London, July lo, 1714. 

AV HAT anfwer (hall I fend ? I am 
againfl any alteration, but additions, I 
Aink, ought by no means to be allowed, 
1 wifli I had called fooner at St. Dunjian*si 
but I did not expedt it would h^ve come 
out till Tburfday^ and therefore did not go 
there till . yefterday. Pray let me know 
what you would have done. Barber was 
a blockhead to have ihewed it all; hut 

who 
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who can help that ? Write an anfwer either 
for yourfelf or me^ but I beg of you to 
make no condefceniions ^. 

Yefterday put an end to the feffion, and 
to your pain. We gained a glorious vidory 
2H the bouie of lords the day before: the 
attack was made immediately on Arthur 
HAore^f who appeared at the bar^ with the 
other commiffioners of trade. The 
Seutb^Sea company had prepared the way 
for a cenfure, by voting him guilty of a 
breach of truft, and incapable of ferving 
them in any office for the future. This 
paiTed without hearing what he had to 
lay in his defence^ and had the ufual fate 
of fuch unreafonable reflexions. Thofe, 
who propofed the refolutions^ were blamed 
£ox their violence; and the perfon accufed^ 
appearing to be lefs guilty than they made 
him, was thought to be more innocent than 
I doubt he is. The whigs propofed two 
queftions in the houfe of lords againft him, 
and loft both, one by twelve, and the othert 
I think, by eighteen votes. 



t • Th» probably relates to the "Free thoughts." 

I t * One of the commiffioners of trade and plantations, 

' who was accufed of being bribed by the coiirt of Spain^ 

to favour that kingdom in the treaty of commerce made 

ketweexv it ana Envland.* 

2 Court 
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Court affairs go on as they did. The cfy 
is ftill on the captain's fide *. Is not he 
the perfon Barber means by one of the 
beft pens in England? It is only my own 
conjecture, but I can think of nobody elfe. 
Have you the queen's fpeech, the lords ad- 
drefs, &c. or fhall I fend them to you? 
and do you want a comment ? Have Pope 
and Parnell been to vifit you> a^ they in* 
tended ? 

I had a letter yefterday from Gay^ who ii 
at the Hague, and prefents his humble fcr- 
vice to you. He has writ to Mr- Lewis too* 
but his refpedt makes him keep greater di- 
ftance with him : and I think mine is the 
pleafanter letter, which I am forry fon 

We were alarmed by B. -f two days ago: 
he fent Tooie word, our friend was ill in the 
country; which we did not know how to 
interpret, till he explained it. It was Mrs* 
M. J he meant; but flie is in no danger* 
Pray, write immediately, that there may bo 
no further delay to what we ought to havo 
had a week ago. 

* Lord BoUngbroke ; alluding to his difFerencef with 
lord Oxford. See the next letter. 

+ Probably John Barber. 

% Probably Mrs. ManUy^ the writer of Utit jttakmtit^ 
who lived with Barber at that time. 

I LET- 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

br. A R B U T H N O T to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

DEAR BROTHER, KcnfingtDnJuly lo, 1714.1 

X HAVE talked of your affairs to nobody 
but my lady Ma/ham. She tells me, that 
(he his it very much at heart, and would 
gladly do it for her own fake, and that of 
her friends ; but thinks it not a fit feafoii 
to fpeak about it. We are indeed in fuch a 
flrange condition as to politics, that nobody 
can tell now who is for who. It were really 
worth your while to be here for four and 
twenty hours only, to confider the oddnefs 
of the fcene. I ana fure it would make you 
teliih your country life the better. 

The dragon holds fail with a dead gripe 
the little machine *. If he would have 
taken but half fo much pains to have done 
other things, as he has of late to exert him- 
fclf againfl the efquire, he might have been 
a dragon, inftead of a dagon. I would no 
more have fuffered and done what he has, 
thaa I would have fold myfelf to the gal- 

• His trcafurcr's ftaff. 

Vol. II. F Kes. 
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lies. Hac inter nos. However, they have 
now got rid of the parliament, and may 
have time to think of a fcheme ; perhaps 
they may have one already. I know nothings 
but it is fit to rally the broken forces under 
fome head or another. They really did very 
well the laft day but one in the houfe of 
lords ; but yefterday they were in a flame 
about the queen's anfwer, till the queen 
came in, and put an end to it. 

The dragon fhewed me your letter, and 
feemed mightily pleafed with it. He has 
paid ten pounds for the manufcript, oT 
which I believe there are feveral in toWn. 

It is a * hiftory of the laft invafion oF' 
Scotland^ wrote juft as plain, though not- 

• This hiftory was publiflied about ten days after y^^ 
being conveyed to the prefs by fome of the tranfcribing ^ 
clerks. The author laments the mifcarriage of the pre-^ 
tender's expedition to Scotland^ and hates the union, as 
a bar to the like dcfigns of Frana for the future. Ic 
is plain enough from the preface, what induced Dr^ Ar-^ 
huthnot (who had only read the two firft fheets of it in 
manufcript) to fay to the Dean, // was wrote as plahty, 
though not Jo welly in another hiftory that you and I know. 
He means here. Dr. Swifi*s hiftory of the ocace of 
Vtrechty whidi he had then written, and had mswn to 
moft of bis friends* The Scotch author eives this ac- 
count of his own work in the preface, That having uftd 
a little freedom with feveral perfons of rank and power in 
the chara^ers I have giveti of thentj and in the relation of 
feveral matters of fail \ common prudence requires thefe me^ 

moirs 
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(6 well, as another hiftory, which you and 1 
know, with charaftcrs of all the men now 
living, the very names and invitation, that 
was fent to the pretender. This by a flam- 
ing Jacoiste, that wonders all the world 
arc not fo. Perhaps it may be a whig, that 
perfbnates a Jacobite. I faw two (hects of 
the beginning, which was treafon every 
line. If it goes on at the fame rate of plain- 
dealing, it is a very extraordinary piece, 
and worth your while to come up to fee 
it only. Mr. Lockhart, they fay, owns it. It 
is no more his than it is mine. Do not 
be fo dogged ; but, after the firft (hower, 
come up to town for a week or fo. It is 
worth your while. Your friends will be 
glad to fee you, and none more than rp^- 
fclf. Adieu. 

nuirsjbould lie dormant^ tlUfucb hi out of capacity to rc/ini 
ibi Jiame iither on myfelf or tojlerity. From thefe words 
it IS plain Dr. Arbuthnot aid exped to find the cha-» 
ra&rs of fomc confiderable perfons of that age drawn 
in that work, with the fame freedom, that he found 
feme others in the Dean's hiftory \ though he well knew, 
that this obfcure writer was as far inferior to his friend 
in genius, as he was different in principles, the Dean 
ftanrmg always been fo firmly attached to the pr )teihint 
4efdanent, that he never did, either direftly or indire^y, 
write, or advife his friends to write, one word in favour 
of the pretender. 

F 2 L E T^ 
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LETTER CXXX. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

July 13, 1714. 

1 NEVER laughed, my dear Dean, at 
your leaving the town : on the contrary, I 
thought the refolution of doing fo, at the 
time when you took it, a very wife one. 
But, I confefs, I laughed, and very hear- 
tily too, when I heard that you affeded 
to find, within the village of Letcombe^ all 
your heart defired. In a word, I judged of 
you, juft as you tell me in your letter, that 
I fhould judge. If my grooms did not live 
a happier life than I have done this great 
while, I am fure they would quit my fcr- 
vice. Be pleafed to apply this refledtlon. 
Indeed I wifti I had been with you, with 
Pope and Parnell^ quibus neque animi can£^ 
diores. In a little time, perhaps, I may have 
leifure to be happy. I continue in the fame 
opinions and refolutions as you left me bi 5 
I will ftand or fall by them. Adieu. No 
alteration in my fortune or circumflancei 
can alter that fincerc friendfliip with whic^ 
I am, dear Dean, yours. 

. . ^ I fanfy 



(69) 

I faniy you will have a vifit from that 
great politician and cafuifl the duke *• He 
is at Oxford with Mr. Clarke f . 

LETTER CXXXI. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efqj 
to Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



July 17, 1 7 14. 

AM forry to find by thofe, that have 
/rcihcr advices from you than yours of the 
eleventh inftant to me, that ParvifoPs \ 
condu<ft puts you under a neceflity of chang- 
ing the adminiftration ; for it will probably 
draw you to Ireland whether you will or 
up. However, I hope to fee you at Batb 
three lYceks hence, whatever happens • I 

• 

• Perhaps the duke of Ormond. 

f Giorge Clarke^ doctor of laws, fellow of M Souls^ 
mho had been fecretary to prince George of Dgnmark^ as 
lord high admiral, and was member of parliament for the 
univerfity of Oxford, 

X Parvifol was the Dean's agent in Ireland. The 
Dean's obiervations on the names marked A, B, C, are 
thus written on the blank part of the original letter. 
£A] Mrs. Majhamy who was the queen's favourite, fell 
cnit in a raee, reproaching lord Oxford very injurioufly. 

tB] The aragoHj lord treafurcr Oxford^ fo called by the 
)ean by contraries } for he was the mildeft, wifeft, and 
bcft miniftcr that ever ferved a prince^ [C] Lord Baling^ 
tfoiey called fo by Mr. Lewis. 

F 7 meet 
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meet with no man or woman, who pretend 
upon any probable grounds to judge who 
will carry the great point. [A] Our female 
friend told the [B] dragon^ in her own 
houfe, laft ^burfday morning thefe words : 
Tou never did the queen anyfervicej nor are you 
capable of doing her any. He made no reply, 
but fupped with her and [CJ Mercuriatis 
that night, at her own houfe. His revenge 
is not the Icfs meditated for that. He tells 
the words clearly and diftinftly to all man- 
kind. Thofe, who range under his banner, 
call her ten thoufand bitches and kitchen- 
wenches. Thofe who hate him do the 
fame. And from my heart I grieve, that 
Hie fhould give fuch a loofe to her paffion ; 
for (he is fufceptible of true friendfhip, and 
has many fociable and domeftic virtues. 
The great attorney *, who made you the 
{ham offer of the Yorkjkire living, had % 
long conference with the dragon on T^burf^ 
day^ kiffed him at parting, and curfed him at 
night. He went to the country yefterday ; 
from whence fomc conje(flurc nothing con-^ 
fiderable will be done foon. Lord Har^ 

• Perhaps lord chancellor Harcouru 
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iey *, Mid lady Harriot -f-, went this morn- 
ing to Oxford. He has fini(hed all matters 
with lord Pelham t» as far as can be done 
without an a£t of parliament. The compo-- 
fition was figned by the auditor^ and Nay^ 
Jor, brother-in-law to Pelham. This day 
ie'nnight lord Harley is to have the whole 
Cavendijh eftate, which is valued at ten 
thoufand pounds per annum, and has upon- 
it forty thoufand pounds worth of timber^ 
But three of this ten thoufand pounds a year 
he had by the wilL He remits to lord PeU 
Sam the twenty thoufand pounds charged 
fot lady Harriotts fortune on the Hol/es 
eftate $ and gives him fome patches of land, 
that lie convenient to him, to the value of 
about twenty thoufand pounds more. Ac- 
Ctird^g to my computation, lord Harley 
gets by the agreement (if the timber is 
worth forty thoufand pounds) one hundred 
and forty thoufand pounds ; and when the 
jointores fall in ' to him, will have iixteen 
thoufand pounds a year* But the cant is, 
twenty-fix thoufand pounds. Lord Pelham 
will really have twenty-fix thoufand pounds 

• * Edward^ fon to the lord treafurcr Oxford* 

X 'Wife of lord /&rV 

X ^ The prcfcnt duke of Newcajik* 

F 4 a year 
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z, year from the Newcajile family^ whfch^l 
with his paternal eftate, will be twic^; as 
much as lord Harley^s. The eftate of the 
latter is judged to be in the beft condition i 
and feme vain glorious friends of ours fay^- 
it is worth more than the other's ; but Ic^ 
that pafs. Adieu. 

LETTER CXXXII, 

Lord H A R L E Y to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

BROTHER ♦ SWIFT, July 17, 1714, 

Your fifter f has at laft got rid of her 
lawyers. Wc are juft fetting put for Ox^ 
fordf where we hope to fee you. I anat 
your affedionate brother, 

H A R L E Y/ 



* A company of fixteen, a^II men of the firft daft,* 
Swifi included, dined onpe a week at the houfe of each 
other, by rotation, and went under the general deno- 
mination of brothers. The number was afterwards en-^ 
larged, and they dined at a tavern every Tburfday. Lord 
Harliy was one, which accounts for the addrefs of this 
letter. : 

t Lady Henrittta Harltj^ wife of lord Hjarkj. 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 
Pr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR BROTHER, London,' July 17, 17 14. 

I THOUGHT it neceffary to fpeak to 
lady Mojham about that affair, becaufe I be- 
lieve it will be neceffary to give her majefty 
the fame notion of it, which the memorial 
^oes*, and not that you are afking a little 
fcandalous falary for a finecure. Lewis de- 
fpairs of it, and thinks it quite over fincc 
^ certain affair. I will not think fo. I gave 
your letter, with the inclofed memorial ca^ 
valiermentj to lord Bolingbroke. He read it, 
and fcemed concerned at fome part of it, 
cxpreffing himfelf thus ; T^hat it nvould be 
amongfi the eternal fcandals of the government 
to fuffer a man of your character , that had Jo 
well deferved of them^ to have the leajl uneafy 
thought about thofe matters. As to the fifty 
pounds, he was ready to pay it; and, if he 
had had it about him, would have given it 
pie. The dragon was all the while walking 

♦ A memorial to the queen, humbly defiring her ma- 
jefty to appoint him hiftoriographer. Sec Swiff s letter 
to Mirs ranhomrigh^ i|i this collc£Uon, dated Auguft i, 
1714- 

with 
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with the duke of Shrewjbury. So my lord 
Bolingbroke told me, / would immediately 
Jiir in this matter y but I know not bow IJland 
with fame folks i (for the duke of Shrewsbury 
has taken himfelf to the dragon in appear- 
ance.) I know how 1 Jland with that man 
(pointing to the dragon). But as to the 
other^ I cannot tell\ however ^ I will claim 
bis promife : and fo he took the memorial. 

Do not think I make you a bare compli- 
ment in what I am going to fay; for I can 
affure you I am in eameft. I am in hopes 
to have two hundred pounds before I go out 
of town, and you may command all or any 
part of it you pleafe, as long as you have 
occafion for it. I know what you will fay; 
To fee a fcoundrel pretend to offer to lend me 
money. Our lituation at prcfcnt is in fhort 
thus : they have rompu en vijiere with the 
dragon^ and yet don't know how to do with- 
out him. My \zAy Majham has in a man- 
ner bid him defiance, without any fcheme 
or likenefs of it in any form or fhape, as f^r 
as I can fee. Notwithftanding he vifits, 
cringes, flatters, ^c. which is beyond my 
coniprehcnfion. 

I have 
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I have a very comical account of Lct^ 
comb^ and the dean of St. Patrick*s^ from 
PopCf with an epifode of the burning-glafs. 
J was going to make an epigram upon the 
imagination of your burning your own hi- 
ftory with a burning-glafs. I wifli Pope or 
Parnell would put it into rhyme. The 
thought is this : Apollo fpeaks; * That fince 

* he had infpired you to reveal thofe things 

* which were hid, even from his own 

* light, fuch as the feeble fprings of fome 

* great events ; and perceiving that a fac- 
^ tion, who could not bear their deeds to 

* be brought to light, had condemned it to 
^ an ignominious flame ; that it might not 

* perifli fo, he was refolvcd to confume it 

* with his own; a celeftial one/ And 
then you uiuft conclude with fome fimile ; 
thus, &c. There are two or three, that 
will fit it. 

JVbiJlon has at lafl publifhed his proje(3: 
of the longitude; the moft ridiculous 
thing that ever was thought on. But a 
pox on him ! he has fpoiled one of my pa- 
pers of Scriblerus^ which was a propofal 
for the longitude, not very unlike his, to 
this purpofe ; that fince there was no pole 

for 
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for eaft and weft, that all the princes of 
Europe ihould join and build two prodigi- 
ous poles, upon high mountains, with a 
vaft light-houfe to ferve for a pole-ftar. I 
was thinking of a calculation of the time, 
charges, and dimenfions. Now you muft 
underftand, his project is by light-houfes, 
and explofion of bombs at a certain hour. 

Lewis invited me to dinner to-day, and 
has difappointed me. I thought to have faid 
fomething more about you. I have nothing 
more to add, but, my dear friend, adieu* 

LETTER CXXXIV. 

CHARLES FORD, Efqi 
to Dr. S W I F T, 

London, July 20, 17x41 

Who would ever do any thing for 
them, when they are fo negligent of their 
own intereft ? The captain muft fee what 
ufe it would be to him to have it publifhed^ 
and yet he has not returned it. You have 
another copy by you : I wifli you woul4 
fend it ; and if you don*t care it (hould ap- 
pear in your own hand, I will get it tran- 
fcribed. My fecretary is a boy of ten or 

eleven 



{77) 
eleven years old, and no difcovery can be 
made by him. I don't know what my 
lord Bolingbroke may do, but I dare fay 
Barber does not fufpedt from whence it 
comes. However, I wonder he has not 
mentioned it to you *. . 

I thought you had heard the hiftoriogra- 
pher's place has been difpofed of this fort- 
night. I know no more of him who has 
\ty than that his name is Maddocks ^f-. It 
ivould be impudence in them to fend for 
you I but 1 hope you will cqme. A recon- 
cilement is impoffible; and I canguefs no 
reafon why matters are delayed, unlefs it 
be to gain over fome lords, who ftick firm 
to the dragon J and others that are averfe to 
the captain %. The duke of Shrewsbury de- 
clares againft him in private converfation > 
I fuppofe becaufe he is againft every chief 
minifter, for it is known he has no kind- 
ncfs for the colonel^. Lord Anglefey rails at 
the chancellor, for fome opinion the attor- 
ney and folicitor general h*ye given relat- 
ing to Ireland. Who can adt, when they 
have fo much caprice to deal with I 

♦ This relates to the FretThaughu^ 
t Thomas Maddocks^ Efq; . 
X Lord Bclingbrefi. 
I hot^, Oxford. 

mr. 
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Mr. Lewis fays, he will fpeak to Mr* 
Bromley for his part, and will engage it (hall 
be paid as foon as lord Bolingbroke has given 
his. But it was mentioned before my lord 
treafurcr, and he immediately took the 
whole upon himfelf. If they lived near one 
another, and a houfe between them was on 
fire, I fanfy they would contend who fhould 
put it out, until the whole ftreet were 
burned. Mr. Lewis goes into Wales the 
week after next. I (hall have the whole 
town to myfelf. Now it is my own, I beginL 
not to value it. Pope and Parnell tell tntf 
you defign them a vifit. When do you go ? 
If you are with them in the middle of a 
week, I fhould be glad to meet you there* 
Let me know where you are to be in He^ 
refordfhirej and I will fend you fome claret. 
It is no compliment, for I am overftocked, 
and it will decay before I drink it. You 
(hall have either old or new ; I have too 
much of both. 

Pray fend me the other copy *, or put 
me in a way of recovering the former. I 
am, £sfr. 

• Of the Fru Tboughu. 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

S I R> Whitehall, July 22, 1714. 

1 RECEIVED a letter from you lafl 
Monday^ for my lord treafurer, in a blank 
cover. Laft Friday lord chancellor went into 
the country, with a defign to ftay there till 
the tenth of Augufi\ but laft Tuefday he was 
fent for cxprefs by lord BoUngbroke. Next 
tuefday the queen goes to Windfor. What 
changes we are to have, will probably ap- 
pear before fhe goes. Dr. Arbuthnot dines 
w^ith me to-day, and in the evening we go 
to Kenjington. 

LETTER CXXXVI*. 

The Duke of ORMONDflo 
Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR, July 22, 1714. 

X AM very glad to hear from you. I 
thought you had hid yourfelf from the 

• See the letter, to which this is an anfwer, in the 
volumes juft publifhed by Mr. Deant Swift. 

f He was appointed lord lieutenant of Inland in the 
year 17 10. He fucceeded the duke of Marlborough in 
the command of the army, and his duchefs was lady of 
the bedchamber. 

world 
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world *, and given over all thoughts of 
your friehds, I am very forry for the reafon 
of your retirement. I am a vsritnefs to youf 
endeavours to have made up, what I believe 
the great man you mention will hardly 
compafs. I am of your opinion, that it is 
fhameful that the vacant bifhoprics are not 
difpofed of. I (hall do all that lies in my 
power to ferve the gentlemen that I have 
already mentioned to the queen, and hope 
with good fuccefs. 

V For the lady you mention -f, I fhall en- 
deavour to fee her as often as I can. She 
is one that I have a great efteem for, I 
fend you fome Burgundy^ which I hope 
you will like. It is very good to cure the 
fpleen. Believe me, with great truth. Sir, 
your moft affedlionate friend, and humble 
fervant, 

O R M O N D: 

• He was now retired into Buckingham/hire. 
f L^iiy Ma/ham. 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; 
to Dr. S W 1 F T. 

London, July 22, tji^. 

Jt RAY fend mc the other copy, and let 
us haYC the benefit of it, fince you have 
been at the trouble of writing. Unleis 
* be ferved againft his will, it is not 
like to be done at all ; but I think you ufed 
to take a pleafure in good offices of that 
kind s and I hope you won't let the caufe 
iuffer ; though I muft own, in this parti-* 
cular, the perfon who ha^ the management 
of it does not deferve any favour. Nothing 
being left for me ztSt. Dunfian's, I fent to 

JB-: ^ for an anfwer to my laft. He fays^ 

It is not yet reflored to him ; as foon as it 
is, I ihall have it. This delay begins to 
make me think all minifters are alike ; and 
as foon as the captain is a colonel, he will 
ad: as his predeceflbrs have done. 

The queen goes to Windfor next T^uefday^ 
and we expe£t all miatters will be ietded be- 

♦ ♦ TTic blank (hould probably be filled up with the 
word tnafurn^ or Oxford.^ 
t Barhtr. 
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fore that time. We have had a report, that 
my lord privy feal is to go out olone ; but 
the learned only laugh at it. The cap^ 
tarns * friends think thcmfelves fecurc ; 
and the colonePs "f- are fo much of the fame 
opinion, that they only drink his health 
while he is yet alive. However it is 
thought he will fall eafy, with a penfion of 
four thoufand pounds a year, and a duke- 
dom. Moft of the (launch tories are pleafed 
with the alteration; and the whimiicals 
pretend, the caufe of their difguft was, be- 
caufe the whigs were too much favoured. 

In fliort, we propofe very happy days to 
ourfelves, as long as this reign laftsi and 

if the uncertain timorous nature of 

does not difappoint us, we have a very fair 
profpedt. The dragon and his antagonift + 
meet every day at the cabinet. They often 
eat, and drink, and walk together, as if 
there was no fort of Afagreement : and 
when they part, I hear they give one ano- 
ther fuch names, as nobody but minifters 
pf ftate could bear, without cutting throats. 
The duke of Marlborough is expedled here 
every day. Dr. Garth fays, he only comes 

• BoUngbroh. t Oxfgrd. X Bolhgbnie. 

to 
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to drink tht Brtfiol yrztcrs) for adiabetcsv 
The whigs are making great preparations to 
receive him. But yefterday I was offered 
cbnfidcrableodds, thatnotoneof thofe, who 
go out to meet him, will vifit him in half a 
year. I durfl: not lay, tho' I can hardly 
think it. My lord Marr is married to lady 
Frances Pierrepoint ; and my lord Dorcief- 
ter, her father, is to be married next 
week to lady Bel. Bentinck. Let me know 
if you go to Pope's, that I may endeavour 
to meet you there. I am, fifr. 

LETTER CXXXVIIL 

CHARLES F O R D, Efq; to 
Dn SWIFT. 

London, July 24, 17 14. 

1^ E cxpefted the grand affair would 
have been done yefterday, and now every 
body agrees it will be to-night*. The bi- 
fliop of London, lord Batburft, Mr. Bridges, 
Sir William Wyndham, and Campion, arc 
named for commiffioners of the treafury; 
but I have not fufficient authority for you 
to depend upon it. They talk of the duke 

• The difmiffion of lord Q^ifinrd. 

G a tf 
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of Ormohd for our lord lieutenant. I czs^ 
not get the pamphlet back *. What ihaO 
I do? I wifh ybu would fend me the othc^ 
topy. My lord Angkfey goes next Mond^ 
*o Ireland. I hear he is only angry With the 
chancellor^ and not at all wiA the captain. 
I am^ &€• 

LETTER CXXXIX. 

ERASMUS LEWIS^ Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT- 

Whitehall, July 24, 17 14. 

1 SAW lord HarJey this morning. He 
tells me, that he left you horridly in the 
dumps. I wifh you were here ; for, after 
giving a quarter of an hour's vent to our 
grief for the departure of our Don Sluixot-f^ 
we fhould recover ourfelves, and receive 
confolation from each other. The triumph 

♦ FreeThoughU. 

t Lord Oxfordy who was juft at this time dlfinilM 
from his employment as firft miptfter, and immediately 
Succeeded by lord Bolingbroke. On Ttufday the twenty- 
teventh of the fame month he furrendered his ftaff t» 
lord trcafurer, and on the thirtieth lord Shrru^wymm 
appointed to fucceed him in that office. See the letter 
from Mr. Fordy d«cd Jufy ji ; and an enquiry into die 
behaviour of the queen'6 laft minifiry, in:the volumet 
publifbed by Mr. Dtam Swift. 

a of 
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of ^e^nemy makes me mad. I feel a ftrange 
teixdjcm^fs within myfelf^ and fcarce bear 
the thoughts of dating letters from this 
placCj when my old friend is out^ whofe 
fortune I have fhared for fo many years. But 
Jiat voluntas tua. The damned thing is^^ we 
arc to do all dirty work. We are to turn 
out Monckton *, and I hear we are to pafs 
the new commiflion of the trcafury. For 
Gpd's fake write to lady Majham^ in fa- 
vour of poor Thomas "^^ to preferve him 
from ruin. I will fecond it. I intended 
to have wrote to you a long^ letter ; hut the 
moment I had turned this page, I had in? 
tclligence that the dragon had broke out 
into a fiery paflion with vay lord chancel- 
lor Xy and fwore a thoufand oaths he would 

^ 'Rnjkfi Afoiuhonj one of the coraixriffioners for trade 
and plantatr9hs9 who had given information againft jfr-* 
tbwr Mmriy one of bis brother commiffioneri, for ac« 
cepriag a bribe from the Stan\lb court, to get the treaty 
ot the cpmnierce continueq. 

t Mr. Vh9ma% had been fecretary under the old com- 
fniffiofl of the treafury, and he wrote to the Dean, by 
the fame poft, for a recoipmendation to lady Ma/ham^ 
eidier to bq continued in the fame oiEce under the new 
co^imiffioners, or to be confidered in fome other manf 
cier, by way of compenfation. He urges a precedent 
lor this in the cafe of bis predeceflbr, who,. being; re- 
jnoyed from his poft of fecretary/got the office of comp^ 
iiroller of the lotteries, worth five hundred pounds per 
mmatmy for thirty-two years. 

I Lif9i[d Hgrwirt. 
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be revenged of him. This impotent, wo- 
manifli behaviour vexes me more than his 
being out. This laft ftroke fhews, ^antula 
Jint hominum corpufcula. I am determined 
for the Bath J on the fegond or the ninth of 
Auguji at fartheft, 

LETTER CXL. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

D;EAR brother, July 24^ 1714. 

X SUPPOSE, you have received the ac- - 
count of St. Kilda. There is an officer there, ^ 
who is a fort of tribunus plebis^ whofe office ^ 
it is to reprefent the grievances of the peo^ - 
pie to the laird of MLeod^ who is fuppofed — 
to be their oppreflbr. He is bound to con- 
tradi(ft the laird, till he gives him three 
ftrokes with a cane over the head, and then 
he is at liberty to fubmit. This I hav& 
done, and fo has your friend Lewis. It has 
been faid, that we and the Dean were the 
authors of all that has fince happened, by^ 
keeping the dragon in, when there was aa 
pffi^r to lay down. I was told to my faccj^ 
that what I faid in this cafe went for no-^ 

thing I 
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thing ; that I did not care, if the great per- 
fbn's affairs went to entire ruin, fo I could 
fupport the interefts of the dragon. That 
I did not know the half of his proceedings. 
Particularly it was faid, tho' I am confident 
it was a miftake, that he had attempted 
the removing her from the favour of a great 
perfbn. In £hort, the fall of the dragon 
does not proceed altogether from his old 
friend, but from the great perfon, whom I 
perceive to be highly offended, by little 
hints that I have received. In fhort, the 
dragon has been fo ill ufed, and mufl ferve 
upon fuch terms for the future, if he fliould, 
that I fwe^r I would not advife ^urk^ J^'i^f 
Dor Infidel, to be in that flate. Come up to 
town, and I can tell you more. I have been 
bnt indiflferently treated myfelf, by fome- 
body at court in fmall concerns. I can tell 
who it is. But mum for that. Adieu. 
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LETTER CXLI. 

The Earl of OXFORD to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

July ay, I7I4*. 

X F I tcU my dear friend the value I put 
upon his undeferved friendftiip, it will look 
like fufpedting you or myfeU. Though I 
have haa no power fince the twenty-fifth of 
July 1713 +> I believe now, as a private 
man, I may prevail to renew your licence 
of abfence, conditionally you will be pre- 
lent with me ; for to-morrow morning I 
fliall be a private perfon. When I have 
fettled my domeftic affairs here, I go to 
Wimple \ thence, alone, to Herefordjbire. It 
I have not tired you, tete a tete^ fling away 
fo much time upon one, who loves you. 
And I believe, in the mafs of fouls ours were 

• < Juft before the lofs of his ftaff/ 

+ * The earl of Oxford in his Brief Accumi 9f Public 
Affair i^ prefented to the queen, on the ninth of y««p, 
1714, and publifhed in the report of the Secnt Cpm^ 
mitteey mentions, that he wrote a large letter, dated 
July 25, 1713, to lord Bolingbroke^ ** containing his 
*' fcheme of the queen's affairs, and what was neceflaiy 
•* for lord Bolingkroke to do;" which letter was anfivered 
by that lord, on the twenty-fevcnth of that month.* 

placed 
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placed nei^r each othec I fend you an imi- 
tation of Dryden^ as I went to Kenjmgtm. 

To fcrve with love. 

And (hed your blood. 
Approved is above* 

But here below, 
Th* examples fhew, 

'Tis fatal to be good. 

LETTER CXLU. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Whitehall, July 27, 1714.. 

I HAVE yours of the twenty-fifth. 
You judge very right 5 it is not the going 
out, but the manner, that enrages me. The 
queen has told all the lords the reafons of 
bef parting with him,W2;. that he neglected 
all bufinefs ; that he was feldom to be un-* 
derftood ; that when he did explain him- 
ielf, fhe could not depend upon the truth 
of what he faid s that he never came to her 
at the time (he appointed ; that laftly, to 
crown all, he behaved himfelf towards her 
with bad manners, indecency, and difre-* 

ipe<^. Fudct bac opprobria nobis. 

I am 
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I am diftradcd with the thoughts of this, 
and the pride of the conqueror ♦. I would 
give the world I could go out of town to- 
morrow; but the fecretary faith, I muft not 
go till he returns, which will not be till the 
fixteenth of Augujiy or perhaps the twenty- 
third ; but I am in hopes I may go towards 
Bath the fixteenth. 

The funners are already employed to go 
to all the cofFee-houfes. They rail to the 
pit of hell. I am ready to burft for want of 
vent. The -f flick is yet in his hand, be 
caufe they cannot agree who (hall be the 
new commiffioners. We fuppofe the blow 
will be given to-night, or to-morrow morn- 
ing. The fterility of good and able men is 
incredible. When the matter is over, I will 
wait upon our (he friend %. If (he receives 

• Lord Bolinghtoke. 

t On the night of Tuefday July 27, the day on which 
this letter is dated, a cabinet council was held Rafter the 
earl of Oxford had refigned the ftafF, which he did on that 
day) to confult what perfons to be put in commiffion for 
the management of the treafury. The number to be 
five. Sir IVilliam fFyndham^ chancellor of the exche- 
quer, was to be one 5 but they could not agree in the 
choico of the other four. Their debate about the mat- 
ter lafted till n^ar two o'clock in the morning, at which 
the queen being prefent, it raifed a violent agitation in 
her fpirits, which afFeded her he^d* 

X Lady Majham. 
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mc as ufual, I'll propofe to her, that I will 
icrve where I do, provided I may be coun- 
tenanced, and at full liberty to pay my 
duty to all the Harleian family in the fam© 
manner I ufed to do. If that is not allowed 
me in the utmoft extent, confident with 
my truft here, I will propofe an employ- 
ment in the revenues, or to go out without 
any thing y for I will not be debarred going 
to him. If flie does not receive me as fhe 
ufed to do, I will never go again. I flatter 
my^Ai (he will be fo friendly as to enter 
into the confideration of my private cir- 
cumftances, and preferve her old goodnefs 
to me. 

There is no feeing the dragon till he is 
out, and then I will know his thoughts 
about your coming to Brampton. I hear 
he goes out of town inftantly to Wimple^ 
and my lady to Brampton i that he will 
join her there, after a few days ftay at Wim^ 
fie. Adieu. I am yours, ^c. 
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LETTER CXLIIL 

Lady MASHAM * to Dr. SWIFT, 

MY GOOD FRIEND, July 29, 1714. 

X O W N it looks unkind in me not to 
thank yx)u» in all this time, for your fin^ 
cere kind letter ; but I was refolved to ftay 
till I could tell you the queen had got fo 
far the better of the dragon^ as to take her 
power out of his hands. He has been the 
moft ungrateful man to her, and to 9II hi* 
beft friends, that ever was born. I cannot 
have fo much time now to write all my 
mind, hecaufe my dear miftrefs is not well^ 
and I think I may lay her illnefs to the 
charge of the treafurer, who, for three 
weeks together, was teaming an4 vexing her 
without intermiflion, and fhe could uot get 
rid of him till Tuefday laft. J muft put 
you in mind of one paflage in your letter 
to me, which is, / pray God fend ym wije 
and faithful friends to advifeyou at this time^ 

• This lady's name was Hill. She was.bedchamber- 
woman to the queen, and, in conjundion with Mr. 
Harltyy afterwards earl of Oxford^ brought aboul: the 
change in the miniftry. See the note to a letter from 
lord and lady Majham^ dated April 17, 1733, 

nvbeu 
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noben there arefo great difficulties toftruggk 
'with. That is very plain and true ; there- 
fore will you, who have gone through fo 
much, and taken more pains than any bo- 
dy, and given wife advice (if that wretched 
man had had fenfe enough and honefty to 
have taken it) ; I fay, will you leave us, a^d 
go into Ireland? No, it is impoffible; 
your goodnefs is flill the fame^ your cha« 
rity and compaiBon for this poor lady, who 
has been barbaroufly ufed, won't let yoa 
do it. I know you take delight to help the 
diftrefled ; and there cannot be a greater ob- 
jed than this good lady, who deferves pity. 
Pray, dear friend, flay here ; and don't be« 
lieve us all alike, to throw away good ad« 
vice, and defpife every body's underftanding 
but their own. I could fay a great deal 
upon the fubjed, but I muft go to her, for 
/he is not well. This comes to you by a 
iafe hand, fo that neither of us need be in 
any pain about it. 

My lord and brother are in the country. 
My fifter and girls are your humble fcf'* 
vants. 
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LETTER CXLIV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efqj 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, July 29, i7i4# 

X HAVE yours of the twenty-feventh* 
I write this in the morning, for I go in the 
evening to Kenjington. If I am well received, 
I will Continue my homage ; if not, they 
ihall hear of me no more. Where fhall I 
write to you again ? for I cannot ftir from 
hence till the fixteenth of Augujl at fooneft. 
Nothing could pleafe me more than to pafs 
a few months with you at Abercothy *; but 
I am yet uncertain whether I ihall go there 
at all. All I am fure of is, that I will go 
out of town to fome place for ibme tim? 1 
firft to the Batby for I can't bear flaying in 
this room. I want phyfic to help my dige- 
ftion of thefe things, tho* the Yquire \ 
is kinder to me than before. I am not mor- 
tified at what you tell me of Mercurialis ; 
only I would know, whether any difrefpedl- 
ful conduct of mine has brought it upon 

• * In Caermarihenjhin^ of which county Mr. Lewis 
was a native/ 
,;- « lyii^am Brmlej^ Efqi fecretary of ftatc* 
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me ; or whether it is only a general diflikc 
of me, becaufe I am not a man of parts, or 
becaufe I am in other interefts. They would 
not give the dragon the leaft quarter, except- 
ing only a penfion, if he will work journey- 
work by the quarter. I have long thought 
his parts accufed, and am more of that opi- 
nion than ever. The new commiflion is 
not yet named. Would not the world have 
roared againft the dragon for fuch a thing ? 
Mercurialis entertained Stanhope^ Craggs, 
Pulteney^ and Walpole. What if the dragon 
had done fo ? The duke of Somerfet dines 
to-day with the fraternity at Greenwich, 
with Withers. Nobody goes out with the 
dragon ; but many will fit very loofe. Some 
fay the new men will be Lexington, Wynd^ 
ham, Strangeways, Sir John Stonehoufe, and 
Cantpton. 

LETTER CXLV. 

Mr. JOHN BARBER to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, July 31, 1714. Paft Six at Night. 

1am heartily forry I (hould be the mcf- 
fenger of fo ill news, as to tell .you the 
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queen is dead, or dying : if alive, 'tis {kid, 
(he can't live till morning. You may ea- 
fily imagine the confufion we are all in on 
this fad occafion. I had fet out yefterday to 
wait on you, but for this fad accident, and 
ihould have brought letters from lord B^-> 
Ungbroke, and lady Majham, to have pre- 
vented your going. Pray don't go, for I 
will come to you when I fee how things 
iland. My lord Sbrewjbury is made lord 
treafurer, and every thing is ready for the 
proclaiming the duke of Brunfwick king of 
England. The parliament will fit to-mor- 
row, and chofe a new fpeakcr, for Sir Tbo^ 
mas * is in Wales. 

For God's fake don't go; but cither come 
to London, or flay till I come to you. I 
am, &c. 

LETTER CXLVI. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efqi 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

Kenfington, Saturday, July 31, 1714. 
SIR, Six in the Evening. 

J\ T the time I am writing, the breath 
h iaid to be in the queen's noflrils ; but 

• * Hanrner.' 

that 
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that Is all. No hope left of her recovery 4 
Lord Oxford is in council; fo are the whigs* 
We expcdl the demifc to-night. There is 
a propped, that the eledtor will meet with 
no oppofition f the French having no fleet, 
nor being able to put one out foon. Lady 
Majham did receive me kindly. Poor wo- 
man, I heartily pity her. Now is not the 
dra^n born under a happy planet, to be out 
of the fcrape ? Dr. Arbuthnot thinks you 
Ihould come up. You will not Wonder if 
all my country refolutions are in fiifpenfe* 
Pray come up, to fee how things go. 

LETTER CXLVIL 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 
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London, July 3r, 1714. Three in the Aftemoofl^ 

DON^T doubt but you have heard 
the queen is dead, and perhaps we may be 
io unfortunate before this comes to you ; 
but at prefent (he is alive, and much better 
than could have been expeded. I am iull: 
come from Kenjington^ where I have almoft 
fpeiit thefe two whole days. I am, in great 
iiafte; but, till dinner comes up, I Vrill 
Vol. IL H vrriu 
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write to you, and give you as full an tc-^- 
count as I can of her illnefs. 

Her difordcr began between eight and 
nine yeflerday morning. The doftors or- , 
dered her head to be {haved ; and while it 
was doing, fhe fell into a fit of the convul« 
fion, or as they thought, an apoplexy. This 
lafted near two hours, and (he was fpeech- 
lefs, and fhewed little fign of life during, 
that time ; but came to herfelf upon being 
blooded. 

, As foon as ihe recovered^ my lord Bo/wg-, 
broke went to her, and told her the privy-; 
council was of opinion, it would be for the 
public fervice to have the duke of Sbrewf- 
bury made lord treafurer. She infjn\ediately 
confehted, and gave the ftafF into the duke's 
hands. The great feal was put to the pa- 
tent by four o clock. She continued ill the 
whole day. In the evening! fpoke to DrT 
Arhuthnot^ and he told me, he did not 
think her diftemper was defperate. Radctiffe 
was fent for to Carjhalton about noon, by 
order of council; but faid he had takeii 
phyfic, and could not come. In all proba- 
bility he had faved her life ; for I am told 
the late lord Gcwer had been often in the 

fame 
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famc'condition with the gout In his head | 
and Radcliffe kept him alive many years 
after *. This morning, when I went there 

• In the account that is given of Dr. Radcliffe^ irt 
the Biographia Britannica^ it is faid, that the queen 
mras Jlruek with death the tweniy^-eighthofjuly : that Dr, 
kjaddiffe*^ name was not once mentioned, either by th6 
queen or any lord of the council \ only that lady Majham 
lent to him, without their knowleclgc, two hours before 
the quettCs death. Iii this letter from Mr. Ford to dean 
Sviifi^ which is dated the thirty-firft of July^ it is faid, 
that the queen's diforder began between eight and nine 
the morning before^ which was the thirtieth \ and that 
about noon, the fame day^ RadcUffe was fent for by an 
^rdir of counciL Thefe accounts being contradiiSlory, 
the reader will probably want fome afTmance to deter- 
mine what were the fa£ls. As to the time when the 
queen was taken ill, Mr. ForcTs account is moft likely 
CO be true, as he was upon the fpot, and in a fituation^ 
which infured him the beft intelligence. As to the 
time when the doSor was fent for, the account in the 
Biographia is manifeftly falfe ; for if the dodor had been 
fent for only two hours before the queeii's death, which 
happened inconteftibly on the firlt o( Auguji^ Mr. Ford 
could not have mentioned the fa£l on the thirty-firft of 
yuly% when his letter was dated. Whether RadcUffe was 
lent for by lady Majham^ or by order of council, is there- 
fore the only point to be determined. That he was gene- 
rally reported to have been fent for by order of council, 
is certam ; but a letter is printed in the Biographia, faid 
to have been written by the do£lor to one of his friends, 
which, fuppofing it to be genuine, will prove, that the 
dodor maintained the contrary. On the fifth oi Augujlj 
four days after the queen's death, a member of the houfe 
of commons, a friend of the do£lor's, who was alfo a 
member, and one who always voted on the fame fide, 
moved, that he might be fummoned to attend in his 
place, in order to be cenfured for not attending on her 
majefty. Upon this occafion the dodor i) faid to have 
written the following letter to another of his friends. 

H % Dear 
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before nine, they told me fhe was juft ex- 
piring. That account continued above three 

Dear Sir, Carjhalton^ Jug, 7, 17 14. 

I Could not have thought, that fo old an acquaint 

ancc, and fo good a friend, as Sir J n always pro* 

fefTed himfel^ would have made fuch a motion againft 
me. God knows my will to do her majefty any fervice 
has ever got the ftart of my ability ; and I have no- 
thing that gives me greater anxiety and trouble than 
the death of that great and glorious princefs. I muft do 
that Juftice to the phyficians that attended her in her 
iilne(s, from a fight of the method that was taken for 
her prefervation by Dr. Mead^ as to declare notliing was 
omitted for her prefervation ; but the people about her, 
the plagues of Egypt fall on them, put it out of the 
power of phyfic to be of any beneSt to her. I know the 
nature of attending crowned heads in their laft mo- 
naents too well to be fond of waiting upon them, witlh- 
out being fintfor by a proper authority. You have heard 
of pardons being figned for phyficians, before a fove- 
rcign's demife : however, ill as I was, I would have 
went to the oueen in a horfe-litter, had either hir nufji^ 
Jiy^ or thofe tn commiffion mxt to ber^ commanded me (b 
to do. You may tell Sir J ' n as much, and afliire 
him, from me, that his zeal for her majefty will not 
excufe his ill ufagc of a friend, who has drank mafiy a 
hundred bottles with him \ and cannot, even after this 
breach of a good undcrftanding that ever was preferved 
between us, but have a very good efteem for him. I 
muft alfo defireyou to thank Tom Chapman for his fpeech 
in mv behalf, iince I hear it is the firft he ever made, 
which is taken more kindly ; and to acquaint him, t'hat 
I jQiould be glad to fee him at CarJIjalton^ fince I fear 
l(for fo the gout tells me) that we ftiall never more fit 
m the houfe of commons together. I am, Vc. 

JOHN RADCLIFFE, 

But whatever credit may now be paid to this letter, 
•r however it may now be thought tojuftify the do£kor's 

refufai 
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hours, and a report was carried to town, 
that ihe was adually dead. She was not 
prayed for, even at her own chapel at St. 
James's ; and, what is more infamous, 
/locks arofe three per cent, upon it in the 
city. Before I came away, (he had reco- 
vered a warmth in her breaft and one of her 
arms, and all the dodors agreed, ihe would 
in all probability hold out till to-morrow, 

refufal to attend her majefty, he became at that time 
fo much the obje£l of popular refentment, that he was 
apprehenfive of being allaffinated ; as appears bv the fol- 
lowing letter, directed to Dr. Meady at ChiUf% cofFec- 
heufe, in &U Pauts cburch-yard. 

Dear Sir, Carjhahon^ Augufl 3, 17 14. 

' Give you, and your brother, many thanks, for the 
favour you intend me to-morrow ; and if there is any 
other friend, that wiH be agreeable to you, he ihall meet 
with a hearty welcome from me. Dinner (hall be on 
the table by two, when you may be fure to find me ready 
to wait upon you. Nor fball I be at any other time from 
home, becauie I have received feveral letters, which 
threaten me with being pulled to pieces, if ever I come 
to Lmim. After fuch menaces as thefe, 'tis eafy to ima- 
|;ine, that the converfation of two fuch very good friends 
4S not only extremely defirable, but the enjoyment of it 
will be a great happmeis aud fatisfaAion to him, who is, 
tic. JOHN RADCLIFFE.. 

RadcUffi died on the firft of Ntummber the fame year, 
having lurvived the queen juft three months; and it 
b faid, that the dread he had of the populace, and the 
want of company in the country viUase, which he did 
not dare to leave, jQiortened his life. He was juft fixty- 
four years old. 

H 3 except 



4cxccpt Mead^ who pronounced, fev'eral 
hours before, flie could not live two mir 
nute&, and feems uneafy it did not happen 
fo. I did not care to talk much to Ar- 
butbnot^ becaufe I heard him cautious in 
his anfwers to other people ; but, by his 
manner, I fanfy he does not yet abfolutely 
deipair. The council fat yefterday all day 
and night, taking it by turns to go out and 
refrefh themfelves. They have now ad- 
journed, upon what the dodtprs faid, till 
five. Laft night the fpeakcr and »my lord 
chief juftice Parker were fent for, and the 
troops from Flanders. This morning the 
Hanoverian envoy was ordered to attend 
with the black box *^ and the heral4s to 
be in readinefs to proclaim the new king. 
Some of the whigs were at the council 
yefterday, but not one failed to*day ; and 
pioft of the members of tjiat party ^^ in each 
houfe, are already come to town. If any 
change happen^ before the poft gpes out, 
I will fend you word in a poftfcript ; and 
you may conclude her alive, if you hear no 

• * Containing the inftrument nominating the pcr- 
fons, in number thirteen, to be added as lords juftrccA 

to the fcvcn great officers of the realm,' * 
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'ttiore From me, and have no better auth6- 
^ rity than poft-letters to inform you of the 
-contrary. For God's fake don't think of 
removing from the place where you arc, 
till matters are a little fettled. Ireland is 
the laft retreat you ought to think of; but 
you can never be better than you ^re now, 
till we fee how things go. " 
^ . I had yours with the printed pamphlet, 
as well as the other, and fhould have fent 
it away to-morrow. Pray let me hear from 
you. N 

Have you had all mine ? I have failed 
you but one poft (I think it wajs the laft) 
for a fortnight, or more. 

Eleven at Nighf. 
The queen is fomething better, and the 
crouncil again adjourned till eight in the 
^norning. 

LETTER CXLVIII, 

:Mr. JOHN BIRCH to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

Wantage, 
MR. DEAN, Oneo*clock, Aug. 1, 1714. 

^/jLT twelve a clock lord BoJingbrohes 
x^zii rid through Wantagey to call Mr. Pacr 
^ H 4 ker 
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ker to London, the queen being dead. I am 
confouadcd at the melancholy news; yet 
could not forbear fending it to you. Your 
truly humble fervant, 

JO. BIRCH, 

To the Reverend the dean of St, Patrick's^ Letcmb. 

LETTER CXLIX. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

DEARDEAN, Auguft; 3, 1714. 

JL HE earl of Oxford waB removed on 
Tuefday ; the queen died on Sunday. What 
a world is this ! and how does fortune 
banter us ? John Barber tells me, you 
have fet your face towards Ireland. Pray 
don't go. I am againft it. But that is 
nothing ; John is againft it. Ireland will 
be the fcene of fome diforder, it leaft it 
will be the fcene of mortification to your 
friends. Here every thing is quiet, and 
will continue fo. Befides which, as prof- 
perity divided, inisfortune may perhaps in 
ibmc degree unite us. Tlie tories fecni 
to refolve not to be cruflied ; and that is 
enough to prevent them from being fo* 
Poj^e has fent mc ft letter from Ga^ : being 

learned 
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learned in geography, he took Binfield ^ to 
be the ready way from Hanover to Wbite* 
hall. Adieu. But come to London^ if yea 
flay no longer than a fortnight. Ever yours, 
dear Jonathan^ raoft fincerely« 

1 have loft all by the death of the queen, 
but my fpirit ; and I proteft to you, I feel 
that increafe upon me. The whigs are a 
pack of Jacobites ; that fhall be the cry in a 
month, if you pleafe. 

LETTER CL. 

ERASMUS L E WIS, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

Tuefday, Aug 3, 1714. 

>JL AM overwhelmed with buiinefs, and 
therefore have only time to tell you, I re- 
ceived yours of Augujl the ift, and think 
you fliould cohie to town, to fee how the 
world goes : for all old fchemes, defigns, 
projeds, journeys, &c. are broke by this 
great event. We are ill prognofticators. 
Every thing goes on with a tranquillit}' we 
durft not hope for. Earl Berkeley com- 
mands the fleet. Lord Dorfet compliments 

• * A village where Mr. Popiz father lived, and 
whence feveral of Mr. Pope's letters were written. It 
is in Windfir-foreft^ and lies in Btrkjhiu* 

the 
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' the king. The duke of Bolton^ lord 
•tenant of Southampton. Addifon^ fecr 
•to the regents. 
»^ * ' 

LETTER CLI. 
Mr. JOHN BARBER to Dr. SWIJ 

HONOUREP SIR, Auguft 3, 

OU may eafily imagine the con 
we were all in at the fuddcn furprife of 
queen's death. I have hardly recoverc 
yet. Lord Bolin^broke told me laft Fr\ 
that he would reconcile yoit to lady Soi 
fet *, and then it would be eafy to fet 
right with the queen, and that you flu 
be made eafy here, and not go over, 
faid twenty things in your favour, and o 
manded me to bring you up, whatever 
the confcquence. He faid further, 

• Wc arc told, in the life of Swift^ prefixed t^ 
iburJFs edition of his works, that before his acqu 
ance with lord Oxford^ a biihopric was intended foi 
by the queen ; but that archbifhop Sharps and a ct 
great lady^ having mifrepfr^fentcd his principles and 
rafler, her majefty gave it to another. The duch< 
Somerfct was this certain gr^at lady. She was ftrfl: 
of the bed-chamber, and lady of the robes. See a; 
^ount of her interpofi^g between her maicfty's fa 
and the Dean, with her mptive, in Vol. XlV. of St 
works, 8vo. edition. 

WC 
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would make clear work with them. But 
jail vanifhed in a minute ; and he is now 
threatened and abufed every day by the 
pgrty, who publicly rejoice, and fwear thpy 
will turn out evejy tory in E,ngland. 

Inclofcd you have a letter from my lord ; 
he defires you would copie up, and be any 
where incognito. 

The earl of Berkeley is to command the 
fleet to fetch over the king, and the duke 
of Argyle is to^o to Scotland. I fend you 
the lift of twenty-five kings ♦. Poor lady 
Majham is almoft dead with grief. 

The parliament meets to-morrow, which 
will hmder me from coming down for three 
or four days ; but if you refolvc to ftay 
in the country farther, I will certainly com« 
down 5 for I muft needs fee you. Pray fa- 
vour me with a line. I am. Sir, your moil 
obedient humble fervant. Pray come up. 

When my lord gaye me the letter, he 
faid, he hoped you would come up, 
and help tq fave the conftitution, which, 
with a little good managenient^^ might 
t)e kept \x\ tory hafids. 



f The lords of the regency. 
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LETTER CLII. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq* 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

London, Aug. 5, 1714* 

JL HAVE writ to Daw/on for a licencf 
of abfencc for you; but you know you 
muft take the oaths in Ireland within three 
months. There are a great many here in 
the fame circumftances ; and, in all pro- 
bability, fome of them will defire an a€t of 
parliament to have leave to do it here. In 
that cafe, it will be no difficult matter to 
have you included. Mr. Lewis tells me, 
he wrote to you to come up to town, and 
I fee no reafon why you (hould not. All 
matters go on very quiet, and we arc not 
apprehenfive of any difturbances. Stocks 
never rofe fo much in fo few days. This 
is imputed to the hatred of the old trca* 
furer, and the popularity of the new one. 
The whigs were not in the council when 
he was recommended. Lord Bolingbroke 
propofed it there, as well as to the queen ; 
and I hope they two are upon very good 
terms, though Mr. Le^vis fecms pofitive of 

th^ 
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the contrary. I never heard of any pique 
the duke had to him, but that he was to 
be chief minifter : and that being at an 
end, why may not they be reconciled ? The 
dragon was thought to fhew more joy upon 
proclaiming the king, than was confiilent 
with the obligations he had received from 
. He was hiffed all the way by the 
mob, and feme of them threw halters into 
his coach. This was not the effeft of party ; 
for the duke of Ormond was huzza'd 
throughout the whole city, and was follow- 
ed by a vaft crowd to his own houfe, tho* 
he ufed all poiUble endeavours to prevent 
it. There was an attempt to affiront the 
cfiptain in the cavalcade, but it did not fuc« 
cced ; and though a few hiiTed, the accla- 
mations immediately drowned the noife. 
Not a fingle man fhewed the leaft reipeft 
to the colonel I and laft night my lord Bing^ 
ley * was beaten, by miilakc, coming out of 
his houfe. I doubt he has difobliged both 
fides fb much, that neither will ever own 
him ; and his enemies tell Aories of him, 
that I Hiall not believe till I find you allow 
them. 

* * Who had been appointed ambaflador extraordi- 
wry to the court of Spoin^ in the room of lord Lexing^ 
Ufif ia Deamter 1713/ 

The 
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The lords jiiiftices made a fpeech to tiib 
parliament to-day. If it comes oat time 
enough, I will fend it you; but I hcai| 
it only contains their proceedings upon tho 
queen's death ; that they have yet received 
no directions from the king, and to defire 
the commons to continue the fundsj which 
are expired* I am told our regents are al--- 
ready divided into four parties. Thegreateft 
ufe they have made yet of their power, is 
to appoint my lord Berkeley to command the 
fleet, which is to bring over the king, and 
to make the duke of Bolton lord lieutenant 
of Hampjhire^ 

I fend you a Gazette *, though I am 
alhamed to have it feen, I had writ a great 
deal more of the queen's illnefs, an accountr 
of her birth, Gfr. but I could not find out 
Mr. Lewis J and had nobody toconfult with^. 
and therefore chofe rather to fay too little, 
than any thing I doubted might be impro-* 
per. Yefterday the duke of Marlborougb 
made his public entry thro' the city : firft^ 
came about two hundred horfemen, threes 
in a row, then a company of train^bands^ 

with drums, ^c. his own chariot with him-^* 

♦ ■ ■ • 

• He was gazetteer. 
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felf> then his duchefs, followed by iixteen 
coaches with fix horfes, and between thirty 
and forty with two horfes. There was no 
great mob when he paiTed through the 
Pall-mall J but there was in the city : and 
he was hilTed by more than huzza'd. At 
Temple-bar^ I am aflured, the noife of hiffing 
was loudeft, though they had prepared their 
friends to receive him, and .the gathering 
of others was only accidental. You may 
guefs how great a favourite he is, by ibme 
old flories of his behaviour at the camp, 

when was there, and afterwards at 

Hanover ; and by the /hare he and his familji^ 
have in the regency. But to be fure, this 
difcreet adlion will endear him more thaa 
any fubje<ft in England. We had bonfires, 
&c. at night. From the lift of the lords 
juftices, and fome other things, we imagine 
to ourfelves there will not be many changes; 
but that the vacancies for fome time will 
be filled up with whigs. 

What I blotted out in my laft, was feme 
thing that pafled between the captain and 
Barber^ relating to you. After I had writ, 
they told me all letters would be opened,* 
which made me blot out that paflage. Bar^ 
ber fays, he gave you fome account of it, 

though 
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though not a full one. I really believe lord 
Bolmgbroke was very fincere in the profef- 
fions he made of you, and he could have 
done any thing. No minifter was ever in 
that height of favour; and lady Majham 
was at leaft, in as much credit, as (he had 
been in any time of her life. But thefe are 
melancholy refledkions. Pray fend mc your 
poem *, Hoc erat, &c. or bring it up your- 
fclf. Barber told me, he had been feveral 
hours with the captain^ upon a thing, that 
&ould have come out, but was now at an 
end •{•. He did not tell what it was ; and I 
^ould not a/k many queftions, for fear of 
giving him fuipicion. 

LETTER CLIIL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq^ 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

S I R, Whitehall, Angufl 7, 1714. 

1 T IS true you have nothing to do here ; 
but what have you to do any where clfc 
till you go to Ireland^ where you muft in- 

* This poem is an imitation of part of the fixth fatire 
of the fecond book of Horace^ and is printed in vol, VI. 
QiBathnrjVs 8vo. edition of 17C4, p. 55. 
I often wifh'd, that I hadclcar. 
For life, fix hundred pounds a year, i^c. 
t Fru Thoughts, 

% deed.. 
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deed 13C before three months ertd, in otd^ 
to qualify yourfelf ? The law requires it, 
a8 mudi as if your deanry was but now 
tcbnfcrred upon you, 

Arbutbnot is removed to Cheljha^ ahd will 
fettle there. The town fills every mo*- 
tnent. Wc are as full in the houfe of 
commons as at any time. Wc are gaping 
and daring to fee who is to rule us. The 
whigs think they fhall engrofs all. We 
think we (hall have our fliare. In the 
meaa time we have no diviiion at council, 
or in parliament. I fent twice to Kenfing^ 
tm to enquire ^er lady Majham't health. 
Next week I will go to fee her> and will 
keep up my acquaintance, in all events, if 
ihe thinks fit. I will (lay here till our com- 
mifiion is either renewed to us> or given 
fed another^ I am, yourS) &r% 

LETTER CUV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS^ Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Wl^tchall, Aug. lo, 1714. 

1 N E V E R differed from you, in my 

*>pinion, in any point fo much, as in your 

Vol- II. I pro- 



j^Apofal to kcc6mmoda(e matters between 
the dragon and his quondam friends. I will 
venture to go fo far with you, as to fay he 
«>ntributied to his own difgracc, by his 
pctiteffesy more than they did^ or ever had 
it in their power to dx>. But iince they 
would admit of no terms of accommodar* 
tion, when he offered to ferve them io 
their own way, I had rather fee his dead 
carcafe, than that he (hould now tamely 
fubmit to thofe, who have loaded him with 
all the obloquy malice could fuggeft, and 
tongues utter. Have not Charteris ♦, Brh^ 
den -f-y and all the runners, been employed 
to call him dog, villain, fot, and worthle&? 
And (hall he, after this, join them ? To 
What did ? I have great tendernefs for lady 
— — :|:, and think her befl way is to retire, 
and enjoy the comforts of a domefttc life» 
But fure the earth has not produced fuch 

• The celebrated colonel Chartiris^ whoTe chsirader 
and epitaph may be found in the works of Mr. P^. 

t « He is faid, by Mr. Boyer in PtlituMl Siaig^ r6^. 
iii. for Jan. 1711*12, P* S^, to have been an ooilift, 
and a private ae^nt of lord Bollnfbroke\ and to have been 
employed by tne government, m Jan. 1711-129 to at« 
tend on prmce Eugetu^ when his highncfs arrived in 
Englandy in the beginning of that month.' 

X Majham. 

monilers 



laidiafters as Atercurialis *, and his compi«i 
hion 'f, ahd the prelate ij*. The laft openly 
avows he never had obligations to the 
dragon f toads him With tteh ihoufand crimes i 
tho* his greiateih in really, was j^rtfeirring 
liim. But to come out of this rant ; What 
ihouid tii^ be friends for ? Csi hond f Are 
we in a diram ? Is the queen aliVe again ? 
Can t^e lady (| hereafter make iny figure^ 
but be %perjbnd mutd in a dranu ? If the 
drdgbn declares againA the man of mercury^ 
tie may ftrike in with the hrtiufH qilid^ that 
toill pret>ilt>ly alife ; but with him he caii 
l^eVer be otherwife than fpiirned and hated^ 
The natural refult of this is, that hoWever I 
may, for iny private j^tisfadioni deiire to 
(ee you here, I c^not but think you 
JpbQttld go to Irekhd to qualify yourfelf^ a)i4 
theki retbrn hithet, when the chaos will be 
jumbled into fome kihd of brden If the 
king ke^ps fame tories in employiUent, the 
notion of whig and tory will be loft ; but 
that pf tourt and country will arife §. The 

• Ibrd BtSnfiriki. 

f ^ Probably the )orJ chancellor Hamurt! 
X The bilhop of X^ciE^iT. 
I Lady Majkam. 

4 This is a remarkable prediction, which we h^ve 
Icen fulfilled. 

I a regency 
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regency has declared in favour of the whigs 
in Ireland. I believe Mr. Thomas will ftalid 
his ground. We (hall be diffolved as fbort 
as we have fettled the civil lift. Wc have 
no appearance^ that any attempt will be 
formed by the pretender. 

LETTER CLV. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE t<^ 
Dr. S W I F T. 

I SWEAR I did flot iiiiagiftc, that yoi^ 
could have held out through two pages ^ 
even of fmall paper, in fo grave a ftflc — 
Your ftatc of late paffages is right enoogh^ - 
I refleA upon them with indignation, ani^ 
fhall never forgive myfelf for having trufte^::^ 
fo long to fo much real pride and aukwar^ 
humility; to an air of fuch familiar friend - 
(hip^ and a heart fo void of all tendernef^ i 
to fuch a temper of engroffing bufinefs aa^J 
power, and fo perfeft an incapacity toma'* 
nage one, with fuch a tyrannical di(pofitia0 
to abufe the other, &c^. 

• He means lord Oxford. 
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^ But enough of this, I cannot load him aK 
k > without fixing fool on myfclf. 

For you I have a moft finccrc and warm 
iffe^on, and in every part of' my life will 
heiv it. Go into Ireland^ fince it muft be 
Op to fwear *, and come back into Britain 
o blefs me, and thofe few friends, who 
irill enjoy you. 

Johannes Ton/or ^ brings you this. From 
Lim you will hear what is doing. Adieu,* 
3VC me, and love me the better, becaufe 
fter a greater blow than mofl: men ever 
sJc^ I keep up my fpirit ; am neither de* 
i&cd at what has paiTed, nor apprehenfive 
f lyhat is to come. Mea virtute me in-^ 

LETTER CLVI. 

2: H A R L E S F O R P, Efqi 
to Pr. S W I F T, 

I^opdon, Aug. 12, 1714* 

.^UR juftices fit feveral hours every day, 
r^thout affording us the leaft news. I don't 

^ *^< That i8| to ukc the oaths to the government on 
tug Giwge*% acceffion to the throne.' 
t J^bn Barbir^ 

I 3 hear 



hear any thmg they have done yrorth tnen^ 
tioningt except fome orders they have given 
ibout the difpute ^n the city of DuSlin. You 
may be fare they are not fuch as wi(l pleafe 
pxxx friends^ but I think you and I agreed 
in condemning thofe proce^^^i^g^ in our 
6wn people. My lor4 Darly is ni^de lord 
lieutenant of Lancajhire. That and Hamf^ 
(hire are th? only vacant eniployments thpy ^ 
fhave filled up; I fuppofe, Under pretence 
of their being inaritime co\inties. If die 
whigs had direded the lift of regents, MarU 
borough^ Sunderhh4 a^id Wbarton hsid not 
been left put. There ve five tori^s tpo, that 
would not have be^n in. Though they tfrerc 
a little whinifical for threes or four dfays 
about the fuccefiion, ^hey feemed to recant;^ 
and ov\rQ (hemfelves i(i an error by ^c latef 
votes. Every ope of them approved the 
p$ace» and were for the addrefs at the end 
pf the lafi fefiioiij^ t^a| it was fafe^ ho* 
nourable and advantageous, ^nfideriftg^ 
what miniftert were employed here by die 
pourt cSManayer^ and that flic kingj himifelf 
fiad little information but what he re- 
ceived from them, I think his lift /hews nq 
^11 difpofition to the tori^s: an^ thqr &! 

\^ 
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lie (s not apt to be haily in removing the 
peribns He finds in employment. The bill 
is brought in for granting him the old du** 
tics for the civil lift. One Wilkes^ of Nor-* 
tbampton^ moved to tack the place-bill to it; 
but nobody feconded him, and be v\ras ex- 
tremely laughed at. He happens unluckily 
to be a tory.. 

Did you receive your papers laft poft ? 
The firft copy is not yet left at St. Dun^ 
Jha(%. Should I fend to Barber for it in 
lord BoUngbroke^s name t I have writ to 
him to bring in his bill, and as foon as h^ 
comes I will pay him. I fuppofe ( fhal) 
lee him to-morrow. I wifh yoq 9 ^oo4 
journey to Ireland. But {f I \k^zv Sxiturdiy^t 
poft comes into Wantage pn Sunday^ I may 
trouble ^ou again, Pray let me know when 
you \wd in Ireland, that I may write to 
vout if any thing happens worth yrhile^ 
1 (hall be very impatient for what you pro« 
mife me from thence. I ihould be very 
glad to hear from you while you are oq th? 
road. 

Lord Anglefey came to town laft TueJH^^ 

They are all here now» except Pembroke 

and Strafford. Charles Eversfield is making 

Jjis court to the dukes of Somerfet and Ar^ 

I 4 , gyle: 
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gyk: he declares he will keep his place, 
if he can, and that he will not ftir for Cam- 

pkn\ election in the county oi Suffer. Cam^ 

pion and he have had feme high words upon 
that account. Lord Orford told the com- 
niiffioners of the admiralty, they were ig- 
norant, negligent of their duty^ and wanted 
zeal for the king s fervice. 

LETTER CLVn. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Aug. 12, 1714. 

I THANK you for your kind letter^ 
which is very comfortable upon fuch 4 pie— — 
lancholy occafion. My d6ar miftrefs's day^^ 
were numbered even in njiy ima^ination^^ 
and could not exceed fuch certain limits^ 
but of that fmall number a great deal wa^' 
cut off by the laft troublefome fcene o^ 
this contention among her fervants. I be- 
lieve flcep was never more welcpme to a 
weary traveller than death was to her ; only 
it furprizcd her too fuddenly before flie had 
figncd her will 3 which no doubt her being 

involved( 
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dvolyed in fo much buiinefs hindered her 
rom finishing. It is unfortunate^x that (he 
jad been perfuaded, as is fuppofed by 
jowujes, that it was necefTary to have it 
nder the great feal. I have £gur'd to 
ly felf all this melancholy fcene ; and even, 
r it be poflible, worfe than it has hap* 
»ened twenty times; fo that I was prepared 
or it. My cafe is not half fo deplorable 
s poor lady Majbam's^ and feveral of the 
[ueen's fervants; fome of whom have no 
:hance for their bread but the generofia| 
if his prefent majeily, which feveral people, 
hat know him^ very much commend. So 
ar is plain from what has happened in 
>ublic affairs, that what one party affirmed 
)f the fettlement has proved true, that it 
^as firm: that it was in fome meafure an 
idvantage to the fucceffor not to have been 
lere^ and fo obliged to declare hinifelf in 
everal things, in which he is now at li- 
>crty. And indeed never any prince in this 
•e(pedt came to the crown with greater ad- 
vantage. I can afTure you the peaceable 
!bene that now appears, is a difappointment 
:o more than one fet of people. 

I have an opportunity calmly and philofb- 
phically.to confider that treafurc of vilenefs 

and 
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«nd bafenefs^ that I always believed to be 
in the heart of man ; and to behold them 
exert their infolcnce and bafenefs: every 
new inftance, inftead of furprizing and 
grieving me, as it does fome of my friends^ 
really diverts me, and in a manner improves 
my theory. Though I think I have not met 
tvith it in my own cafe, except from onfe 
man. And he was very far miilaken, for 
to him I would not abate one grain of mjf" 
proud fpirit. Dear friend, the laft fentencc^ 
if your letter quite kills me. Never repeatr^ 
that melancholy, tender word, that you wxlK. 
endeavour to forget me. I am fure I ncvcc^ 
can forget you, till I meet with (what 19 
impoflible) another, whofe converfation C 
can delight fo much in as Dr^ Swift's ; an(S 
yet that is the fmallefl^ thing I ought to va-^ 
lue you for. That hearty finccre friend-- 
&ip, that plain and open ingenuity in all 
your commerce, is what I am fure I never 
can find in another man. I fhall want of- 
ten a faithful monitor, one that would vin- 
dicate me behind my back, and tell me my 
faults to my face. God knows I write this 
with fears in my eyes. Yet do not be ob- 
ftinate, but come up for a little time to 
London ; and if you muft needs go, we may 

concert 
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:tn a manner of correrpondebce wh^re^ 
' we are. I have a letter from Gayjtttt 
ivc the qtteen*$ death. Is he not a ttu§ 
tf who had not one of his own books t^ 
: to the prinpei&t that aiked for ooe? 

LETTER GILVnt. 

fj A R L E S F O R b, Efq; to 
Dr, SWIFT. 

Aug. 14, 1714 •• 

SUPPOSE you eiped news upon 
igJi/B return from Hanover; but I don't 
r a Word more than what you have in 
lords juftices fpeech. Yefterday tnom-* 

after he came^ the whigs looked de* 
«d^ and our friends very much pleafed 1 
* I do not know any reaibn fbr either^ 
die it was expeded by both (ides^ that 
would have brought orders for altera- 
is« It feems the iiragan*s entertainment 
t on a family account^ upon the agreo^ 
It between lord Harley and \oTAPelbam% 

only thofe, who were concerned in 

On the oack of this letter is the following note of 
Dean. «< Memorandum, I left Lidtmif Jug. 164 
f , in order to go to IriUmd.** 

their 
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their affairs, were invited. But flighter 
grounds would have ferved to raiie a flory 
at this time; and it was fufficient, that 
my lord Townjbend and lord Cowper dined 
at his houfe. However, we look upon 
him as lofl to our fide; and he has certainly 
made advances of civility to the whigs, 
which they have returned with the utmofl 
contempt. I am told Difmal ♦ begins to 
declare for his old friepd§, and protefts he 
was really afraid for the proteflant fuc- 
cefTion, which made him a£t in the man* 
ner he did. The foreign peers are certainly 
deprived of their right of voting by the 
cjcprefs words of the adt of fucceflion ; and 
it appears it was the intention of the legif* 
lature at that time, for prince George of 
Denmark was excepted by name ; but it is 
thought the lords will interpret it other- 
wife, when it comes to be tried. They don't 
lofe the other privileges of peerage, and 
their pofterity born here may fit in the 
houfe. The fame claufe extends to the 
houfe of commons; and no foreigner can 
enjoy any employment, civil or mUitarjt, 
They may be favourable to the lords, who 

• The earl of Ngttlngham. 
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ftre all wliigSj but I doubt poor Duie Dryhey 
will Ipfe his regiment. I fuppofe Barker has 
given you an account of lord B 's pam- 
phlet. If you and he are not come to an 
eclairciffement upon it, (hall I f<ind to him 
for it ? I long for the other. Ycfterday the 
commons voted nemine con. to pay the Ha-^ 
nover troops, that deferted us in 171 2. To- 
day Sir William Wyndbam, Campion^ and two 
or three more, gave fome oppbfition to it ; 
for which they are extremely blamed. I 
tifiink they had adted right, if they had 
ipoke againfl it yefterday; but it feems they 
were not then in the houfe. They had 
not ftrength enough to to-day come to a 
divifion. 

Once more I wifh you a good journey, 
and a quick return i and I hope you will 
find things go better than you exped* 

LETTER CLIX. 

Mr. GAY to Dr. ARBUTHNOT, or 
the D E A N of St. Patrick's. 

Hanover, Aug. i6| 17 14* 

\ OU remember, I fuppofe, that I was to 
Vf ite you abundance of letters from Hano-' 

ver$ 
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i;eri but bs crie of the moil diftlngtiifliufg 
qualities of a politician is fecrecy, you muft 
not expedt from me any arcanas of ilate* 
There is another things that is neceflary to 
eftablifh the charader of a politician j 
^hich is» to feem always to be full of mf«i^ 
fairs of ftatej to know the confultations 
of the cabinet council, when at the fame 
time all his politics are collected from 
news-papers^ Which of thefe two caufe^ 
my fecrecy is owing to, I leave you to 4e« 
termine. There is yet one thing morC| 
that is extremely neceffary for a foreign 
miniiler, which he can no more be w|th-< 
out> than an artizan without his terms ; I 
mean, the terms of his art. I call it an 
art or fcience, becaufe I think the king 
of France hath eftablifhed an academy tof 
inflru£t the young Macbiavillians of his 
country in the deep and profound fcienco 
of politics. To the end that I might bei 
. qualified for an employment of this nature^' 
and not only be qualified myfelf, but (to 
fpeak in the flile of Sir John Faljiaff) he 
the caufe of qualifications in others, I have 
made it my bufinefs to read memoirs, trea^ 
ties, ^c. And as a dictionary of law terms 
i$ thought necefTary for young beginners } 

2 fy 
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fo I thought a didionary of terms of ftate 
would be no lefs ufeful for young politic 
cians.^ The terms of politics being not 
fo numerous, as to fwell into a volume^ 
cfpecially in time of peace, (for in tim« 
of war all the terms of fortification are 
included) I thought fit to extradt them 
in the fame manner, for the benefit of 
young praftitionersj as a famous author 
hath compiled his learned treatife of the 
law, called the Dodtor and Stttdent. I have 
aot made any great progrefs in this piece ; 
but, however, I will juft give you a fpeci« 
men of it, which will make you in the 
fame manner a judge of the defign and na-^ 
turc of this treatife. 

Politician. What are the neccflary tools 
for a prince to work with ? 
Student. Miniflers of ftate. 
Politician^ What are the two great qua- 
lities of a minifter of ilate ? 
Student. Secrecy and difpatch. 
Politician. Into how many parts are the 
miniflers of flate divide4 ^ 

Student. Into two» Firft, mimftcrs of 
(late at home ; fecondly, miniilers of flate 
abroad, who are called foreign miniflers. 

Politician. 



Politictan. Very right. Now as I defign 
you for the latter of thefe emplymentSf 1 
ihall wave faying any thing of the firft of 
thefe. What are the different degrees of 
foreign miniflers ? 

Student. The different degrees of fbrciga 
minifters are as follow : firft, plenipoten- 
tiaries ; fecond, eitibaffadors extraordi* 
nary ; third, embaffadors in ordinary 5 
fourth, envoys extraordinary ; fifth, en- 
voys in ordinary ; fixth, refidents i fc- 
venth, confuls ; and eighth, fecreta- 
ries. 

Politician. How is a foreign minfter to 
be known ? 

Student. By his credentials. 

Politician. When are a foreign niinifter's 
credentials to be delivered ? 

Student. Upon his firft admiffion into 
the prefcnce of the prince, to whom he is 
lent, othcrwife called his firft audience. 

Politician. How many kind of audiences 
arc there ? 

Student. Two, which are called a pub- 
lic audience and a private audience. 

Politician. What ftiould a foreign mini^ 
fter*s behaviour be when he has his firft 
audience ? 

Studentw 
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Student. He (hould bow profoundly, 
fpeak deliberately, and wear both fides of 
his long periwig before. 

By thefe few queftions and anfwers you 
may be able to makfe fomfe jildgment of the 
ufefulnefs of this politic treatife. JVicque- 
fort^it is true can never be fufficiently admir- 
ed for his elaborate treatife of the condudt 
of ah etnbairadbr in all his negotiations: but 
t defigh this only as a compendium, or the 
embaflador's manuel, or vade mecum. 

I have wrote fo far of this letter, and do 
not know who to fend it to \ but I have now 
determined to fend it, either to Dr. Arbutb* 
not, or the deaii of St. Patrick's, or to both. 
My lord Clarendon is very much approved 
of at court, and I believe is not diflatisfied 
with his reception. We have not much va- 
riety of divcrfions : what we did ycfterday 
and to-day we (hall do to-morrow ; which 
is, lo go to court, arid walk in the gardens 
at Herenbaufen. If I write any more, my 
letter will be juft like my diverfions, the 
fame thing over and over agairt* So, Sirs, 
your moft obliged, humble fervant, 

J. GAY. 

1 would have writ this letter over again, 
' but I had not time. CorrevSl all erratas. 

Vol. II. K L E T- 
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LETTER CLX. 

Dr. A R B U T rt N O T to Dr. 

SWIFT. 



E 



DEAR BROTHER, Oa. 19, 1714. 

fVEN in afflidion your letter made me 
melancholy, and communicated fome of 
the fpleen, which you had when you wrote 
it, and made me forfeit fome of my reputa- ' 
tion of chearfulnefs and temper under af- 
fliftion. However, I have fo many fubje<^ 
amongft my friends and fellow-fervants 
to be grieved for, that I can eafily turn it 
off myfelf with credit. The queen's poor 
fervants are like fo many poor orphans cic- 
pofed in the very ftreets. And thofe, 
whofe paft obligations of gratitude and ho- 
nour ought to have engaged them to have 
jreprefented their cafe, pafs by them like 
fo many abandoned creatures, without the 
poflibility of ever being able to make the 
leaft return for a favour, which has added 
to my theory of human virtue. 

I wifh I did not only haunt you in thtf 

obliging and affcdlionate fenfc you arc 

pleafed to exprefs it, but were perfonally 

2 prefenlf 



^rcfchfc with you; and I think it vrcr6 
hardly in the power of fortune not to make 
feme minutes pleafant. I dine with my 
lord and lady Majham to-day, where wc 
will, as ufually^ remember you. 

You have read, ere this time, the Hijhty 
\f the White &t(^ *, which is either con- 
trived by an cnemy^ or by himfelf, to 
bring dowh 'vengeance i arid I have told 
icmt, of his rieareft friends fo. All the dra^ 
gaii can fay will not give him one fingle 
jfriend amongft the whole party i and there- 
fon I even wonder at himi which you 
Will fay is a ftrange thing. The very 
great perfon of all -f* can hardly fpeak of 
him with patience. The Conde afts like a 

man of fpirit, makes up to the k- , and 

talks to him, and would have aded with 
inorc (enfe than any cif them; could he have 

• * A pamphkt writtfcft by Mr. Daniel ie Foi^ and 

publiflied ill 1714, in 8vo, in two parts, under the title 

bf Tbi fecret bl/lory of the fVhite Staff \ being an account of 

iffkhri tmdtr the coha^£f of Jome late fhihifiersii andofwhcA 

migbl probably have happened^ if her majejiy had not died. 

boon after tl)e publication of it, came out, in 8vo, Ade* 

U&m^of thifopbijlry and falfitm of the pamphlet ^ intitkd^ 

The fecret bifiory of the White Staff, containing an en-' 

fury into the StafF^i condu^ in the late management, parti-^ 

ahrfywithrefpe^ to theprotejlantfuccefftsn' 

t * Prcfbably king George I.' 

K ^ iiad 
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hid any body to have adled along With him : 
nos Humerus fumusy &c. The man you fpeak 
of is juft as you dcfcribc, fo I beg pardon. 
Shadijoell fays, he will have my place at 
Cbelfea. Garth told me, his merit was giving 
intelligence about his miftrefs's health. I 
defired he would do me the favour to fay, 
that I valued myfelf upon quite the con- 
trary ; and I hoped to live to fee the day, 
when his majefty would value me the more 
for it too, I have not feen any thing as yet 
to make me recant a certain inconvenient 
opinion I have, that one cannot pay too 
dear for peace of mind. 

Poor philofopher Berkeley has now the 
idea * of health, which was very hard to 
produce in him ; for he had an idea of a 
ftrange fever upon him fo ftrong, that it 
was very hard to deftroy it by introducing 
a contrary one. Poor Gay is much where 
he was, only out of the -f- duchefs's fa- 
mily and fervice. He has fome confidence 
in the princefs and countefs of Picbourgb 5 

• This alludes to his book, in which he attempts jto 
prove, that all thinp;s fuppofed to depend upon a materi^ 
world, fubfift only in idea. 

t The duchefs of Monmouth. 
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I wifli it may be fignificant to him. I ad- 
vifed him to make a poem upon the prin- 
cefs before (he came over, defcribing her to 
the Englijh ladies j for it feems the princefs 
does not diilike that. She is really a perfon 
that I believe will give great content to 
every body. But Gay was in fuch a grovel- 
ing conditioHf as to the affairs of the v^orld, 
that his mufe would not ftoop to vifit him. 
I can fay no more of news, than that you 
will find the proceedings hitherto have been 
comparatively gentle. Adieu. 

LETTER CLXL* 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T to Dr. 
SWIFT, 

1 THANK you kindly for yours, with the 
ipQlofed from our friend. I would have 
obeyed your commands as to the bijiory of 
the fVbite Staffs but that there really is no 
anfwer to it, more than a thing that rifes 
juft out of what is faid in the hiftory. None 
Wrote on purpofe by any one that knows 
matters of fad, or can contradidt what he 
fays; or indeed wrote by concert of the 
pcrfons that are attacked. And I reckon 

* Written on the fame paper with the laft. 

K 3 any 
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any Other is not worth your while to restci 
The dragon denies it ; but as I told the go^ 
vernor, it is neceflary for hiift to do that sf^ 
a very folemn and ftrong manner, clic 
there will be a ripping anfwer, as you faj. 
All things go on at the ufual rate. I am at 
an uncertainty ftill as (o my little office. / 
leave them to do juft as they pleafe. Gtirgt 
Fielding and Brigadier Brittain arc grooms ' 
of the bedchamber, which does not fcem 
fdtogether the doing of a certain great man. 
The groom of the ftole is ftill. uncertain-, 
lying betwixt two, that you know. I am 
told, that the great perfon of all has fpoke 
more contemptibly of the dragon than of any 
body, and in very hard term§. Has not he 
managed finely at laft ? The princefs gives 
great content to every body. I will add no 
more, being to write on the other fide to. 
the Dean ; which pray forward. 

LETTER CLXIL 

Dr. SWIFT to Sir A R t H U R 
L A N G F O R D. 

SIR, Trim, Ocl. 30, 1714. 

1 WAS to wait. on you the other day, and 
was told by your fcrvant that you are not 

to 



to be feen till towards evening, which at 
the diftancc I am at this time of the year, 
cannot eafily be compaffed. My principal 
bufinefs was to let you know, that fince my 
laft return from England many perfons have 
.complained to me, that I fuffered a conven- 
ticle to be kept in my parifh, and in a place 
where there never was any before. I men- 
tioned this to your nephew Rowley in Dub^ 
Jin, when he came to me with this meflage 
from you ; but I could not prevail with him 
to write to you about it. I have always 
looked upon you as an honeft gentleman, of 
great charity and piety in your way ; and I 
hope you will remember at the fame time, 
that it becomes you to be a legal man, and 
that you will not promote or encourage, 
much lefs give a beginning to, a thing di- 
reftly contrary to the law. You know the 
difldnters in Ireland are fuffered to have 
their conventicles only by connivance, and 
that only in places where they formerly 
ufed to meet. Whereas this conventicle 
of yours is a new thing, in a new place, in- 
tirely of your own ere<ftion, and perverted 
to this ill ufe from the defign you out- 
wardly feemed \o have intended it for^ 
K 4 It 
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It has been the weaknefs of the diflenters 
to be too fanguine and afluming upon 
events in the (late, which appeared to give; 
them the leaft encouragement; and this, 
in other turns of affairs, hath proved very 
much to their difadvantage* The moft mo- 
derate churchmen may be apt to refent, 
when they fee a fedt, without toleration by 
law, infulting the eftaHiflied religion, 
Whenever the legiflator (hall think fit to 
give them leave to build new conventicles, 
all good churchmen will fubniit ; bu^ til^ 
then we can hardly fee it without betray- 
ing our church. I hope therefore yqu will 
not think it hard, if 1 take thofe niethod$ 
which my duty obliges me, to prevent this 
growing evil as far as it lies in tny power, 
unlefs you (hall think fit, ffom your own 
prudence, or the advice of foqie underftand- 
ing friends, to (hut up the doprs of that 
conventicle for the future. I am, with true 
fricnd(hip and efteem. Sir, your moft obc- 
fJient humble fervant, B. 
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LETTER CLXIIL 
ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; to Dr. SWIFT, 
SIR, Nov. 4, 1714. 

Jl have one letter from you to acknow- 
ledge, which I will do very foon. In the 
mean time, I fend this to acquaint you, 
that if you have not already hid your pa- 
pers in fome private place in the hands of 
a ^Ay friends I fear they will fall into the 
hands of our enemies. Sure you have 
a}ready taken care in this matter, by what 
the public prints told you of the proceed- 
ings of the great men towards the earl of 
Strafford and Mr. Prior. However, for 

greater caution, this is fent you by 1 

sun, &r. 

LETTER CLXXIV. 
Monfieur SWIFT a Monfieur GIRALDI. 

MONSIEUR, DeDublin,Fcvricrca5, 1714-15. 

J E prens la liberie de vous prefenter le 
porteur de celluicy, Monfieur Howard^ gen- 
tilhomme favant et de condition de ce pais 
cy 5 qui pretend de faire le tour d' Italie ; 

et 
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ct qui etant chanoinc en mon doyenne et 
profefleur de college icy, veut en voyageant 
parmi les catholiq'ue s' opiniatrer le plut 
dans fon herefie. Et apres tout, Monfieur, 
il n'eft que jufte, qud puifque vous avess 
derobe notre fr^nchife Angloife pour rajou-r 
tcr a votre politefle Italienne, que quelques 
uns de nous autres tramontanes devoient eh 
voyageant chez vous a faire des reprifailles. 
Vous me fuffiriez aiifli de vous prier de 
prefenter mes tres humble devoires a fba 
altefTe royale le grand due. 

Pour mon particulier, Monfieur, je prenS 
la liberte de vous dire, que deux mois de- 
vant la mbrte de la feyne, voyant, qu'il etoit 
tout a fait iiiipoflible de r'accommoder m« 
dmis du ffiihiftere, je rtie retir^ a la cam** 
pagne en Berkjhire^ d'ou apres ce trxfte ere-* 
nement je venois en Irelande, ou je demure 
en nion doyenne, et attens avec la refig-- 
nation d'un bon chretien la ruine de n6tra 
caufe et de mes amis, manag^e tous Ics 
jotirs par la faftion dominante. Gar ccs 
Meffieurs font tout a fait refolu de trancher 
unc demi-douzaine des teteS des milleurs 
A*jingleterre, et que vous avez fort bien con-- 
nus et eftimes. Dieu fait quel en fera Teve-^ 

nement. 
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liemont. Pour moyj'ai quitt^ pour jamais 

|a politique, et avec la permiflion dcs bons 

gens, qui font maintenant en vogue, jc dc- 

meureray la refte de nia vie en moh hermi« 

Cage pour fonger a mon falut. 

Adieu, Monfieur, et me faites la juftice 

de croire, que je fuis avec beaucoup de re- 

fptGt, Monfieur, votre, &c* 

iVtflr, Moniicur GiralM was fecretary to the duke of 
Tufcany. 

LETTER CLXV. 
pr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

Aug. 6, 17154 

I RECEIVED your very Heraclitian let- 
fer« I am kinder than you. I defire to hear 
your complaints, and will always ihare 
them, when I cannot remove them. I 
ihould have the fame concern for things as 
you, were I not convinced, that a comet 
will make much more ilrange revolutions 
upon the face of our globe, than all the 
petty changes, that can be occafioned by 
governments and minifters. And you will 
allow it to be a matter of importance, to 
think of methods to fave one's felf and fa- 
mily in fuch a terrible fliock, when this 

whole 
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whole earth will turn upon new poles, and - 
revolve in a new orbit. I confider myfclf ^ 
as a poor pafTenger, and that the earth is s 
not to be forfaken, nor the rocks removed Ji 
fbr me. But you are certainly fome firft :ii 
minifter of a great monarch, who, for fome ^ 
mifbehaviour, are condemned, in this re- — 
▼olution of things, to govern a chapter, ^ 
and a choir of finging-men. I am fifre I ^ 
fhould think myfelf happy, if I had only ^^ 
fuch a province as the latter. Certainly ^^^ 
your chapter is too peaceable, and not like ^^ 
other chapters ; elfe they would give you -«■ 
more occupation. You fee I begin with -^ 
philofophy. As to bufinefs, I this moment ^ 
faw the dragon. He had your letters, and^^B 
fhewed them to me fome time ago, ahd^^B 
feems to be mighty fond of the projed;i^e 
only he is to be at PFimpley and not in J5J?— — 
refordjhire^ and it is but a ftep farther——- 
He is tQ write to-night, if you believe him».«^ 
to that very purpofe ; nay, I am to have the 
letter to inclofe, and I intend to keep mine 
open till eleven. It is ftrange that you^^ 
fliould imagine the dragon had caft his^ 
exuvice in his den *, or that confinement iss^ 

• He was feat to the Toivtr* 

a curc^ 



a cufe for inadtivity; fo far from it, all 
^hefe habits are ten times ftronger upon him 
^han* ever. Lewis will furnifh you with a 
croUedtion of new ftories, that are as fir 
t>eyond the old ones, as yOu can imagine* 
Therefore I fay again, come, and you will 
be far from finding any fuch difmal fcenes 
as you defcribe. Your own letter will fur- 
nifli you with topics to conquer your me* 
lancholly. For in fuch a mutability, what 
is it that mufl not in time caft up ? Even 
the return of that brother * you n;iention. 
And as philofophical as I am, I fhould be 
very fad, if I did not think that very proba- 
ble and feafible. As to your friends, tho* 
the world is changed to them, they are 
not changed to you; and you will be carefTed 
as much as ever, and by fome that bore you 
no good- will formerly. Do you think there 

is no pleafure in hearing the H r club -f* 

declaim upon the clemency and gentlenefs 
of the late reign, and a thoufand flranger 
things ? As for the conftitution, it is in 
no more danger than a flrong man, that 
has got a little furfeit by drunkennefs. All 

• Bolingbroke, 

t Hanwer club, of which Ambrofe PhiUpSj Efq; was 
iccrctary. 

will 
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win be well, and people recover their to^ 
ber fenfes every day. Several of your 

friends dine with me to-day, lady Ma i 

John Drummondy the judge^ &c. where you 
will be remembered. I wiih I could return 
your compliments as to my wife and bairns; 
Sure you are a very ill hufband^ for you had 
the complete thoufand when you Were in 
Englandf and fixpence of another thoufand 
given by the dragon. I remember that full 
well. L — r— is gone his progrefs. I (hall 
be at Batb in a fortnight. Come that way; 
Adieu. 

I really think the perfori I recommended 
will do well ; he will be quite another thing 
htiovt Michaelmas i vfithRoJingravi^t * teach- 
ing, &c. He has a good voice. 

L E T t E R CLXVI. 

Dr. F R I E N D t to Dr. S W I F t^; 

MR. DEAN, Weftm. Sept. 20,1715. 

X A M much obliged to lady Kerry for giv- 
ing you an occafion of writing, .and fhaU 

• Sec the note on Prior* s letter, dated Juguft i6i 
• I < Robert Friendj D. D. mailer of Wtjlminjlir-fchsoi: 

always 
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always be pleafed in receiving any com^ 
mands from you. Mr. Fitzmaurice is very 

frotpifing, and a favourite of mine already* 
had never feen or heard from any one 
that was concerned for him, till I had the 
favour of yours ; but as I had taken a par- 
ticular notice of him on his own account^ 
1 fhall now do it much more upon yours. 
This will be brought to you by your kinf- 
man, Mr. Rolt. I am glad I can tell you, 
that he has behaved himfelf very well here. 
He is not of the higheft fort, but i$ very 
fober and induflrious, and will work out 
his way, and, I belicvcj defervc ^y encou- 
ragement you are pleafed to give him. 
Things are in an odd poflure with us at 
prefent; and the ftate of banifliment you 
are in, may be endured without much re- 
gret : however, I fhall hope in a little time 
to fee you here, when more of your friends 
are in tpwn. 

The bifhop* and my brother -f- are much 
yours, and very defirous of a happy meet- 
ing with you. Before this can be with you, 
you'll be able to guefs how foon that may 

• * Dr. Francis Atierhury^ bilhop of Rochefter^ 
t * jQhn Friend^ M. D/ 

happen. 
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happen. And may it be as foon as is wKhed 
by. Sir, your moft obedient and faithful 
humble fervant, R. FRIEND. 

LETTER CLXVII. 
Duchefs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, oa. 17, 1715- 

X WAS extremely pleafed to find yott 
had not forgot your friends, when it is fo 
hard for them to write you, and, by their 
concern for you, put you in mind of them. 
But I find no misfortunes can leffen your 
friendship, which is fo great, as to blind 
you of the fide of their faults, and make 
you believe you fee virtues in them, it were 
happy for them they enjoyed in any de- 
gree; for, I am fure, fome of thofe you 
named are much wanted at this time. I was, 
as you heard, very well pleafed, that my 
friend * was fafe as to his perfon, but very ' 
uneafy at feeing his reputation fo treated. - 
As to his fortune, it is yet in difpute. - 
However, as long as he is well, I am fatif-— 
fy'd. It is with difficulty I do hear but novir^ 

♦ The duke, who being fufpeAed o( trea{bnal)le^ 
pra£ttce8, or defigns, went abroad. 
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and then ; a ftraggling body brings me an 
account of him : for there has been no en- 
cooragement to write by the poft, all let- 
ters mifcarrying^ that either he or I have 
Wrote that way, that we have given it over 
now, and truft to accident for the news 
of each other. I hope I fliall hear from you 
oftner than I have done for fome months 
paft : for no friend you have has more re- 
£pc& for you, than your moft humble 
icnrant, M. ORMOND. 

Your niece Betty * is your humble fervant. 

LETTER CLXVIII. 
J)r. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR FRIEND, Indorfed, « Received Dec. 2, 

1715/ 

X HOPE this will find you in good health, 

and I hope in greater tranquility of mind, 

than when we ufed to lament together at 

your office for the eternal faults of our 

fricrids., I have feen the dragon thrice fincc 

3 wrote to you. He js without fhadow of 

change I thegreateft example of anunftiaken 

tranquility of mind^ that ever I yet faw, 

« 
* Her grace^s daughter* 

Vol. II • L fecming 
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fccming pcrfedly well fati$fied with his own 
conduA in every particular. You know 
we have often faid^ that there is but one 
dragon in rtrum natura. I don't Know 
what he thinks, but I am perfedlly well fa* 
tisfied, that there will not be that one dra-- 
gon left, if fome people have their will. 
Haly Bajfa^ they fay, ftruggles for his four 
in-law. It is generous and grateful. There 
is a prodigious quarrel between him and 
the prefident about it *. 

I am not yet out, but expeft to be foon. 
Adieu. 

I had almoft forgot to tell you of the 
Pretender's declaration, in which there are 
words to this purpofe : * That he had no 

* reafon to doubt of the good intention of 

* his fifter, which was the reafon that he 
' fat quiet in her time ; but now was dif^ 

* appointed by the deplorable accident of 
' her fudden deathi^ 

• < The prefident of the council, who at that time was 
Daniel earl of Nottingham.* 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr, SWIFT*. 

DEAR BROTHER, 

JL S E N D you the fcrap of a letter be- 
gun to you by the whole fociety, becaufe 
J fuppofe you even value the fragments of 
your friends. The honeft gentleman, at 
whofe lodgings wc wrote, is gone for 
France. I really value your judgment ex- 
tremely in chuiing your friends. I think 
worthy Mr. Ford is an inflance of it, being 
an honeft, fenfible, firm, friendly man, // 
quaSs ab inceptu procefferat^ &c. 

Tho*, by the way, praifing your judg- 
ment is a little compliment to myfelf, which 
I am apt to fall into of late, no-body now 
being at the trouble of doing it for me. 
The Parnellian, who was to have carried 
this letter, feems to have changed his mind 
by fome fudden turn in his affairs; but I 
wifli his hopes may not be the effedt of 
fome accidental thing working upon his 
fpirits, rather than any well grounded pro-y 
jcft. 

* Written on the fame paper with the laft. 

L 2 If 
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If it be any plcafure to you, I can aflure 
you, that you are remembered kindly by^ 

your friends, and I believe not altogethei 

forgot by your enemies. I think both is for — " 
your reputation. I am told, that I am to-^ 
lofe my little preferment : however, I hope ^^ 
to be able to keep a little habitation warni ^^ 
in town. I cannot but fay, I think there 
is one thing in your circumftance, that 
muft make any man happy ; which is, 
liberty to preach. Such a prodigious* privi- 
lege, that if it did not border upon iimonyn 
I could really purchafe it for a fum of mo- 
ney. For my part, I never imagine anj 
man can be uneafy, that has the oppor- 
tunity of venting himfclf to a whole con 

gregation once a week. And you may"^ 
pretend what you will, I am fure you think: 
fo too, or you don't judge right. As for 
news, I never enquire about any. Fuimus 
T^roesy ^c. 

My prcfent politics is to give no di- 
fturbance to the prefcnt folks in the due 
exercife of their power, for fear of forcing 
them to do very llrange things, rather than 
part with what they love fo well. Un-; 
toward reports in the country will make 

elcdions 




eleftlons dearer, which I am forry for. The 
dragon ^ I am afraid, will be ft ruck at. 
Adi6u, in hafte. 

LETTER CLXX, 
Duchefs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIBT>. 

SIR, Jan. 23, 1715-16. 

Your letter was a great while upon 
the ro^d, before I had the good luck to. have 
it;' and I think I was happy, that it ever 
arrived here; for it is the fecond letter I 
have received out of Ireland in above feven 
months. Either thofe few friends I have 
there are afraid of taking notice of me, or 
my enemies won't let me have the com- 
fort of thinking I have any left, and there- 
fore ftop my letters. I give you. a thou- 
fand thanks for fo kindly remembering an 
abfent friend. As you always think right, 
I don't wonder you are of the opinion our 
friend * has not all his good offices very 
well returned. But who live in this world, 
mud arm themfelves with patience, and a 
rcfolution able to bear ingratitude, reproach, 
I^ovcrty, and afflidlions of all kinds : or fub- 
xnit to the difcipline of Bedlam. 

• « Probably the carl of Oxford: 

L 3 I have 
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I have not heard from my maftcr * tbcf^ 
many months, I hope he is well, bccaufe 
the good-nature of the world would take 
care I ftiould hear, if he were otherwife. 

The lady you name in your letter lives 
at her houfe in Berkfhire. I can't entertain 
you with ib much as the tittle-tattles of the 
towa, having not feen it thefe four months, 
nor fcafce any thing but froil and fnow; 
which makes me converfe moft with robin- 
--red-breaf(s, that do me the favour to ,comQ 
in at the windows to fee me. Your niece 
is your humble fervant ; but not well, hav- 
ing a rafb. 

I believe by this time you wifti you ha4 
not provoked me to write; fince you are 
troubled with fo long a fcroll from mei. 
who am, with great truth. Sir, your njoll 
fincere friend^ and humble fervant. 

* ^ The duke of Prmqnd, her hufband/ 
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LETTER CLXXI. 




Bi£bop ATtERiBURV to 
SWIFT, 


Dr. 


Bfomley*, 
GOOD MR. DEAN, AprU 6, 1716. 



iVL Y gout kept me fo lobg a prifoner at 
Weftmmjler this winter^ that I have fixed at 
Bromley this fpring much fooner than ever 
I yet did^ for which reafon my meeting with 
Dn Tounger will be more difficult, than it 
would be, had I been ftiU at the deanry -f- ? 
Th« bell (or rather the worft) is, that I 
believe he can fay nothing to you upon the 
matter, about which you write, which will 
plcafe you. His deanry X ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 
§9ttndati6n, and in all fuch foundations the 
deans have no extraordinary power or privi- 
ly, and are nothing more than redden* 
tiaries, with a peculiar corps belonging to 
them as deans ; the firft of the chapter, but 
£ich, whofe prefence is not neceffary to- 
wards the difpatch of any one capitular ad, 

• Bromhy in Kentj where the bifhops of Rochefter have 
Ml eplfcopal palace. 

t Of iVtHminfitry which has long been conne&ed with 
the biOioprrc oxRochefter. 

X « Of Salifiun: 

L 4 the 
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the fcnior rcfidcntiary fupplying their ab- 
fence^ in every cafe, with full authority. 
Thus, I fay, the cafe generally is in the old 
deanries, unlefs where the local ftatutes 
may have exprefsly referved fome peculiar 
power or privilege to the deans of thofe 
churches. But none of them, I dare fay, 
have a negative, either by common law, 
cuftom, or local ftatute. Thus much to 
fhew you, that a nice fearch into the pe- 
culiar rights of the dean of Sarum will be 
needlefs, if not mifchievous to you. The 
three .deanries, which I have had, are aU 
of the new foundation, by Hen. VIII, or 
queen Elizabeth. 

In the charters of all there is a claufe, 
impowering the dean to make, puniih, and 
unmake all the officers. In the ilatutas 
of one- of them fCarliJleJ the dean's con- 
fent, in sllgraviores caujie, is made exprefsly 
neccifary, and in the other two nothing 
f^om^the foundation of thofe churches ever 
pafled the feal without the dean's JigiU^tur 
firft written on the leafe, patent, prefen-* 
tation, Gfr. which is a manifeft and un- 
conteftcd proof of his negative. As to 
the power of propofing, that I apprehend 

not 
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not to be excluiive to the other members 
of the chapter. It is a point chiefly of 
decency and convenience ; the dean being 
the principal perfon, and fuppofed beft to 
be acquainted with the affairs of the church, 
and in what order they are fitted to be 
tranfaAed. But if any one elfe of the body 
•will propofe any thing, and the reft of the 
chapter will debate it^ I fee not how the 
4jean can hinder them^ unlefs it be by leav* 
ing the chapter ; and that itfelf will be of 
jio moment in churches, where his abfenciK 
'doth not break up and diflblve the chapter i 
as it does, where his confent to any thing 
Xhere treated of is exprcfsly required before 
It can pafs into an adt. Where, indeed, he 
is .allowed fuch a negative, he is generally 
aUowc4'to make all propofals; becaufe it 
.would be to no purpofe for any one to make 
fi proportion, which he can quafh by a dif* 
{cnt: but this is not, I fay, a matter of 
righty but prudence. 

t Upon the whole, the beft advice I can 
give you, is, whatever your povTcrs are by 
ftatute or ufage, not to infift on them too 
ftri£Uy in either of the cafes mentioned by 
yon, unlefs you are very fure of the favour 

and 
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and countenance of your rifitor. Thdhw* 
ycrs^ you will find, whenever fuch points 
come before them fbr a decifion, are very 
apt to difregard ftatutes and cuftom in fuch 
cafes; and to fay that their books make 
the zGt of the majority of the corporation 
the legal ad of the body, without con«- 
fidering, whether the dean be among the 
minority or no. And therefore your utmoft 
dexterity and addrefs will be neceflary, in 
order to prevent fuch a trial of your right 
at common law ; which, it is ten to one, 
(efpecially as things now ftand) will go 
againft you« If the refradlory part of your 
chapter are flout, and men of any fenfe, or 
fupported underhand, (the lafl of thc& k 
highly probable) you had better make ofe 
of expedients to decline the difficulty, than 
bring it at prefent to a decifion. Theie are 
the beft lights> and this the beft advice, I 
can give you, after a long experience of thi 
natural confequence of fuch flruggles, and 
a careful fearch into the foundation of the 
powers and privileges claimed and difputed 
on the one fide and the other. I wifh I 
could fay any thing more to your fatisfac^ 
|i<m, but ) caivnotj apd I think^ in all fuch 

cafes, 
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aies^ the beA iziftance I can give y«u^f sqr 
rifnddiipff is not to deceive you. 

There is a ftatute in the latter end of 
kiag Henry the eighth's reign worthy of 
your perufal. The title of it relates to the 
Kifesofbofpitals^ G^r^^and the tenor of it^ did» 
HI my appreheniioa, feem always to imply^ 
■iiat, without the dean» mafter» &c. nothing 
^oald be legally done by the corporation. 
Ittt the lawyers will not allow this to be 
ood doOrine^ and fay» that ftatute (not* 
ithftanding a conftant phrafe of it) deter-^ 
iuies nothing of this kind^ and, at the moft, 
apUes it only as to fuch deanries, &c. 
^cre the dean, mafter, &c. have the right 
t 9 negative, by ftatute or ufage. And few 
v^^eis there are, who will allow even thus^ 
Uich. I cannot explain myielf farther on; 
ha.t head i but, when you perufe the fta« 
lAte, you will fee what I mean ; though^ 
>Cter allf it does not, I believe, include Ire^ 
^d. However, I look upon it as a decla-r 
GUioa of the common law here in England. 

I am forry you have any occafion to writer 
tO: rae on thefe heads, and much forrieri^ 
that I am not able to give you any tolerable 
^vxxjkt of them. Gpd forgive thofe, who 

have 
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have furniihcd mcwith this knowledge, b 
involving me dcfignedly into thofc fquafa 
blcs-. I thank God, I have forgiven then 
I will enter into nothing but the enqui 
ries of your letter, and therefore add not 
word more, either in Englijh or Latin, h\ 
that I am, with great eftcem, good M 
Dean, your very affeAionate humble fervan 

FR- ROFFEI 

LETTER CLXXII. 

Lady BOLING BROKE 
to Dr, SWIFT. 



I 



D E A R S I Rj London, Aug. 4, 171 

WISH your laft had found me in t 
country, but, to my misfortune, I am fl 
kept in town, foliciting my unfortunj 
bufinefs. I have found great favour frc 
his majefty. But form is a tedious thi 
to wait upon. Since *tis my fate, I mi 
bear it with patience, and perfedl it, if 
can; for there is nothing like foUowi 
bufinefs one's felf. I am unwilling to i 
without the feals, which I hope to hs 

♦ * FranceSj firft wife of the lord vifcount Bclhtfiri 
and daughter of Sir Henry Tf^inchcomb^ of BuckUhury. 
Berks: 

I fo< 
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toon. I have been very ill; this place ne- 
ver * agreeing with me, and lefs now than 
ever, it being prodigious hot weather. 
: X know not what to fay as to one part 
of yours ; only this, that you will forgive 
th.^ fears of a woman, if fhe fays (he is glad 
it x& as it is, tho' it has almofl: ruined her. 
I l^opc, one time or other, his majefty will 
find my lord has been mifreprefented; and, 
by^ that means, he may be reftored to his 
country once more with honour; or elfe, 
kc>Svever harfli it may found out of xny 
ffnouth, I had rather wear black. Thefe are 
?^y real fentiments. I never thought my- 
(clf, nor my health, of any confequence 
till lately; and fince you tell me 'tis fo to 
tl^c unworthy, as you pleafe to term it, I 
fl^all take care of it : for the worthy, which 
I once thought fo, they are good for no- 
tHing, • but to- negleft diftreflcd friends. 
Tliofc few friends I meet with now, are 
^'^orth a thoufand relations : that I found 
^^ng ago. We have the happinefs of odd, 
^alf-witted relations, and filly, obftinate^ 
*^piniatre friends, that are a fevere plague to 
^**. I never could have the pleafurc of 

*Wking one moment to the d of 

0—. 
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-^. She had always company^ mi 
ibme, that I wifli (he had not« She i$ now 
•ut of town, and we do not corrcipood at 
prefent. I wifh her all happinefs, and in 
better hands as to her bufinefs. You hate 
t much better opinion of me than I deicrvci 
but I win ftudy all I can to merit that fa^ 
tDUft which you are kind to aflore me ofl 
I wifli it were poffible for us two to mect^ 
that I might alTure you, in peribn^ that I 
am yours moft faithfully. 

P. S. Yours came fafe. I hope diis wSi 
to you. There is a lady, who never for^ 
gets you, and a particular friend to m^ 
and has been a great comfort to me in 
my trouble ; I mean my tenant : 0ie 
is now in the country, to my grief. 

LETTER CLXXIII. 

Duchefs ofORMONDtqDr. 
S W I F T^ 

SIR, Sept. 14, i.7x6i 

I HAD the ill fortune to mifs of thai 
letter you upbraid me with. I had deferred 
any reproaches you could make me» if it 

» < Duchefs of OnmrnL* 

had 
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had come to my hands, and I not made due 
acknowledgements for your inquiries after 
me. ril make you wifh you'd not been fo 
angry with me; for I will fcrall out my(elft 
what you'd rather Betty or my maid had, 
for they would have made (hotter work of 
it I but I will anfwer every part of yours, 
that you obliged me with by Mr. Ford. 

Firft, as to the lady you mention, the 
Tcafbn I had not feen her in a great while 
was, my being in the country. To tell you 
the trath, I believe her hufband has been a 
better courtier, than either ihe, or any of 
her iex could be ; becaufe men have it in 
their power to ferve, and I believe her's has 
efieAually done what lay in him. 

You kindly afk how my affairs go. There 
is yet no end of them» and God only knows 
when there will be. For when every thing 
was thought done, a fudden blaft had blown 
dl hopes away, and then they gave me frefli 
expectations. In the mean time I am 
'forced to live upon the borrow ; my goods 
all taken away; that I (han't have fo much 
as a bed to lie upon, but what I muft buy; 
and no money of my own to do that with ; 
fo that you may imagine me in a chearful 
way. I pray God fupport jnc. 

4 The 
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The gentleman you enquired after is very 
well now. The illnefs you heard he had; 
he has been fubjeft to a good while. What 
you defire, I wifh were in the power of | 
either his brother or I; but all will go 
from both of us of every kind. Only they 
fay, that the cloaths upon my back 1 may 
perhaps call my own, and that's alL I was 
obliged to leave the country. I was fo ill 
there, that if I had not come to the phy- 
iicians, I can't tell what might have hap* 
pened. My daughter is your moft humble 
fcrvant, and is pretty well in health. 

Am not 1 one of my word, and trouble 
you twice as long as you'd have wi(h'd? 
But you'll find by this, that a woman's pen 
fhould no more be fet at work than her 
tongue ; for (he never knows when to let 
either of 'em reft. But my paper puts mc 
in mind, that I have but juft room to tcU 
you, I wi(h much to fee you here, if it 
could be with your fatisfadtion ; and that I 
am, with great finccrity. Sir, your faithful 
humble fervant, 

M. O R M O N D. 
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LETTER CLXXIV. 

lord BOLINGBROKE to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

OQ. 23, i7i6» 

jL T is a very great truth, that, among all 
the lo'fles, which I have fuftained, none 
affedted me more fcnlibly than that of your 
company and correfpondence; and yet, even . 
now, I fliould not venture to write to yoU, 
did not you provoke me to it. A commerce 
of letters between two men, who are out of 
the world, and who do not care one farthing 
to return into it again, muft be of little mo- 
inent to the ftate; and yet I remember 
enough of that world, to know, that the 
mod innocent things become criminal in 
feme men, as the mofl criminal pafs ap- 
plauded in others. 

Your letter breathes the fame fpirit as 
your converfation at all times infpired, even 
when the occafions of pradtifing the fevereft 
rules of virtuous fortitude feemed moft re- 
mote, if fach occafions could ever feem 
remote to men, who are under the direc- 

Vol, IL M tioa 
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tion of your able and honeft friend Sir 
Roger *. 

To write about myfclf is no agreeable 
iaik> but your commands are fufficient at 
once to determine and excufe me. Know 
therefore, that my health is far better thai> 
it has been a great while ; that the money 
which I brought over with me will hold 
out fome time longer; and that I have 
iccured a fmall fund> which will yield in 
any part of the world a revenue liifficient 
for one, qui peut le retrencher meme avec 
platfir dans la medioerite. I ufe ^French ex- 
preflion, becaufe I have not one, that 
pleafes me, ready in Englip. During fevcral 
months after my leaving that obfcure re- 
treat, into which I had thrown myfelf lafl 
year, I went thro' all the mortifying cir- 
cumftances imaginable. At prefent I en- 
joy, as far as I confider myfelf, great com- 
placency of mind > but this" inward fatis- 
faction is imbittered, when I confider the 
condition of my friends. They are got into 
a dark hole, where they grope about after 

• Sir Roger is the name given to lord trcafurer 0*- 
ford^ in the hiftory of John BulL As Bolingbroh \9 
known to have hated and defpifed the treafurer, the 
words abli and hcnejl muft be taken ironically. 

blind 
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hViTid guides ; ftumble from miftake to mi- 
flake ; joftle againft one another, and dafh 
their heads againfl the wall ; and all this to 
no purpofe. For aflurc yourfclf that there 
is no returning to light ; no going out, but 
by going back. My ftile is myftic, but it 
is your trade to deal in myfteries, and there- 
fore I add neither comment nor excufe. You 
will undefftand me j and I conjure you to 
be perfuaded, that if I could have half an 
hour's converfation with you, for which I 
would barter whole hours of life, you would 
ftare, haul your wig, and bite paper, more 
than ever you did in your life ** Adieu, 
dear friend ; may the kindeft influence of 
lieaven be fhed upon you. Whether we 
may ever meet again, that heaven only 
knows ; if we do, what millions of things 
fhall we have to talk over ! In the mean 
while, believe that nothing fits fo near my 
heart as my country and my friends ; and 
that among thefe you ever had, and ever 
ihall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, direft j4 Movfieur 
Chariot, chex Monfieur Cantillon, bajiquicvy 
rue de PArbrefec -f. Once more adieu. 

• This is a ftrong pidure of Siuiffs manner. 
+ The name of a ftreet, in Parts. 

M 2 LET- 
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LETTER CLXXV. 

CHARLES FORD, Efqj to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, Paris, Oft. 2% ijidw 

XF I was to fee you again, you would 
give twice as much as you offered fix weelcs 
aga not to have feen me. By the fame rule, 
you might afford fomething not to hear 
from me ; but the inclofed came this morn- 
ing to me, and I could not fend it away, 
without adding a few lines in the cover. 
They are not to put you again into the 
fpleen, but only to afk how you do, and 
how you employ yourfelf? Do the great 
defigns go on at Laracor * ? Or have the 
rains put a flop to your improvements, as 
well as to my journey ^ It will coft you but 
a penny, and a few minutes, to anfwer 
thefe queflions; and in return, you fhall 
know .any thing you defire to know of me 
m my travels. I (hall go on as foon as wc 
have live or fix days funfliine to dry the 
roads^, and make the finefl country in tKc 

• The Dean's living. 

world; 
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-tvorld fupportable. I am laughed at here, 
^vhen I talk of travelling, and yet of waiting 
£br fair weather ; but to me the journey 
Is the greateft part of the pleafure. And 
'^rhereas my companion is continually wifli- 
ing himfelf at Rome, I wifli Rome was a 
'^oufand leagues farther, that I might have 
-mnorc way to pafs in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write 
no me, direft to be left with Mr. Cantillon^ 
^anker^ in Paris. I am, ^e. 

LETTER CLXXVL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, London^ J^n. 12, 1716-17. 

x\BOUT, two months ago I fent you a 
very long epiftle, and was in hopes you 
would cither have made us a vifit, or have 
let us hear from you. Since you have done 
neither, we muft flatter ourfelves that you 
will be better the new year than the former. 
Our friend Prior ^ not having had the vi- 
ciflitude of human things before his eyes, 
is likely to end his days in as forlorn a flate 
9A any other poet has done before him, if 
M 3 his 
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bis friends do nx>t take more care of hini 
than he did of himfelf. Therefore, to pre^ 
vent the evij, which we fee is coming on 
very faft, we have a projeft of printing his 
Solomon^ and other poetical works, by fub-*^ 
fcription ; one guinea to be paid in hand^ 
and the other at the delivery of the book. 
He, Arbuthnot% Pope ai)4 G^p arc now 
with me, and rernembcr you. It is our 
joint requeft, that ypu will endeavour to 
procure fome fubfcriptions : you will give 
youf receipts for the money you receive, 
and when you return, it hither, yoij (hall 
have others in lieu. There are no papers _ 
printed here, nor any advertifements to be 
publifhed ^ for the whole matter is to bf 
managed by friends in fuch a manner, a^ 
{hall be leaft fhocking to thp dignity of ^ 
plenipotentiary. 

I am told the archbifliop of Dublin (hew^ ' 
a letter of yours, refleiaing on the highv^ 
flying clergy. I fanfy you hayp writ Xkw 
him in an ironical Jiile^ ^ijd that he would- 
have it other wife underi^opd. This vn\M^ 
bring to your mind what J have formcrli^* 
faid to you on that figure. Pray condefcenc 
fo explain this matter to me. The reoioi 
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of my lord Tawnjhend has given a little fpi- 
^it i but that will foon flag, if the king, 
«t his return, does not make farther changes. 
AVhat meafures his majefty will take is 
uncertain^ but this we are very fure of, 
^at the divifioB of th« whigs is fo great, 
^at, morally fpeaking, nothing but another 
xebellion can ever unite them, Sunderland^ 
Stanhope^ and Cadogan are of one fide; 
^ownfloendy Walpole^ Oxford^ Devonjhire^ and 
the chancellor*, oftheothen The latter 
ieem at prefent to be ftrongeft j but when 
the former appear with a German reinforce- 
ment, they will undoubtedly turn the ba- 
lance. They are both making their court 
to the tories, who, I hope, will be a body 
by themfelves, and not ferve as recruits to 
either of the other two. Lord Townjhend^ 
friends give out, that his difgrace is owing 
to refufing four things, viz. to keep up the 
^krmy ; repeal the limitations of the fuc- 
^:eflion-a<ft ^ to fend money to Germany for 
ncarrying on a war againft Sweden ; and to 
attaint lord Oxford. When lord Sunderland -f 

• ^ mUiam carl Cowper.* 

t * By whofc intrigues lord vifcount Townjhind had 
keen removed from the poft of fecrctary of ftatc, which 
^as given to James Stanhope^ afterwards earl Stanbopi.* 

M 4 comcg 
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^omcs over, he will probably cry wkre 
again, and endeavour to laddie lord Towrf-' 
bend in his turn. For thele reproaches now 
are like that of Jacobitifm in former reigns. 
We are told, that lord Bolingbroke has per-" 
miffion to ftay in France^ notwithftanding 
the late treaty, provided he retires from 
Paris. I am, &c. 

LETTER CLXXVII. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, - London, June 15, 1717. 

J-jAST night I received yours of the 
5th inflant ; and fince ypu tell me I am 
your only correfpondent, I think I ought 
to be the more pundlual in my returns, 
and the more full in what relates to our 
friends here. You'll fee by the public prints, 
that Monday next come fe'nnight is ap- 
pointed for the trial of my lord Oxford, and 
that no lefs than fix-and-twenty doughty 
members are appointed to manage it. The 
lords have likewife fettled the whole forms 
pf the proceedings. My lord has aiked, 
|hat two lawyers more might be addfd to 

his 
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hi« counfcl : yet is all this but a farce ; for 
there is not a creature living who thinks 
he will ever be tried ; for they publicly 
own, that they neither have, nor ever had, 
any evidence ; and laugh at impeachments, 
and attainders, and party-gambols ; and fay, 
that all people deferve to be fo puniihed, 
who prefume to difpoflefs the whigs of 
their indefeafible right to the adminiftra- 
tion. But fince he is not to be tried, the 
next queftion is. In what manner is he to 
be brought off, fo as to favc the honour of 
his profecutors ? I think it wi\\ be by an 
adl of grace. Others fay, it will be by the 
commons afking more time, and the lords 
of their party agreeing to refufe it. But as 
wc arc wholly ignorant of their intentions, 
it is poflible neither of thefe gueffes may 
be right, and that they may keep him yet 
another year in prifon; which my lord 
Marlborough feems paffionately to defire. 

We labour here under all the difadvan- 
tages in the world in every refpedl ; for the 
tide of party runs ftill very ftrong every 
^hcre, but in no place more than in Wejl'- 
w^injief'balL Thofe on this fide, whofe 
fcionour and intereft both require that all 

people 
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pcojplc, who pay obedience, fhould be pro- 
tedcd, feem to want a capacity to govern; 
and the fimilitude of circumftances be- 
tween the — — * and the regent render the 
latter a firm ally, contrary to the natural 
intereft of France. Thus we are fecurc 
from any foreign enemy. 

I agree with you, that Snape\ letter •{• is 
really but a letter, and that it is much too 
ihort and too flight for fuch a fubjedl. How- 
ever, his merit was great, in being the firft 
to give the alarm to his brethren, and fel- 
ting himfelf in the front of the battle 
againft his adverfaries. In thofc relpeds, 
his letter has had its full effedt. 

I defire you will be as quick as you can 
in the affiftance you intend Prior ; for thofc 
who fubfcribcd here, are impatient to have 
their books; and we cannot keep it off 
much longer, without paffing for common 
cheats. Dr. Arbutbnot, and Mr. Charlet(m% 
^nd I, remember you often. Lady Majbam 
aUvays aflcs for you very affedtionately. By 

* * JiuT^f fhould probably fill the blank.' 
t * To the bifhop of Bangor., Dr. Hoadly^ occafiooeJ 
by his lordfliip's fermon preached before the king, o0 
March 31, 1 717, concerning thi natun tf th$ iif^did 
and church of ChnJlJ 

the 
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he w^, I am perfedly reftcired to grac!f 
bere^ and am invited to their houfe in the 
ountry. A( foon as lord Oxford % affair is 
»ver, I intend to go anMngft my frienda 
Q the country, not to return hither till 
bout Michaelmas. But if you'll dired to 
ne at my houfe in town, your letters will 
>c conveyed to me, wherever I am. Mr. 
Rocbfort * feems to have a great many good 
qualities, and I am hea^-tily glad he has met 
nrith fuccefs. Adieu. 

LETTER CLXXVIII, 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Ef^ 
to Dr, S W I F T. 

SIR, London, June i8, 1717. 

Having acquainted you in my ktter 
Df laft poft, that it was the univerfal opi- 
won the commons would not proceed to 
the trial of my lord Oxford^ I think myfelf 
obliged to tell you, that we begin now to 
be fomething doubtful ; for the managers, 

• The Dean was intimate with a family of this name 
ill helandy and, among his works, is a poem, called. 
The Country Life^ written while he was fpending part of 
a fummer at the houfe of George Rachfort^ Efqj fon of 
tern lard chief baron of that name. 

who 
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who arc twcnty-feven in number, -Arcnu- 
oufly give out, that they (hall be ready to 
proceed on Monday next. Therefore, if you 
have any thoughts of coming over, let not 
any diing, which I have faid in my laft, 
have any weight with you to alter that re- 
folution. I am wholly taken up with the 
men of the law, and therefore have nothing 
to fjjy to you at prefent upon any public 
matters. I /hall only jufl trouble you with 
one word relating to a private affair. My 
brother is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotbani% 
regiment, which is now ordered to Ireland. 
If you could find any young fellow, who 
would buy that commiffion, my brother 
thinks his patron, my lord CarliJU^ will 
eafily prevail with my lord duke of Bolton 
for leave to difpofe of it. I fliould be very 
glad you could find him a chapman. 

LETTER CLXXIX. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, London, July 2, 1717- 

Jl have the pleafure to inform j^ou, that 
lord Oxford's impeachment was difchargcd 
laft night, by the unanimous qonfent of aU 

tbo 
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e lords prcfcntj and, as nearly as f coord 
unt, their number was one hundred and 
:, the duke of Marlborough ^ my lore} Ca^ 
^an, lord Coningjby^ and a few others of 
ermoft violent, having withdrawn thent- 
vcs before the lords came inXolVeJiminJier^ 
It. The acclamations were as great as 
Km any occafion; and our friend, who 
5ms more formed for adverfity than pro- 
erity, has at prefent many more friends 
an ever he had before, in any part of 
s life. I believe he will not have the 
ivcr, from a meflage he received this 

oming from the K , by my lord 

amberlain, to forbid him the court. You 
low the profecution was at firft the refent- 
ent of a party ; but it became at laft a ri- 
::ulous bufinefs, weakly carried on by the 
ipotent rage of a woman ; I mean of my 
\y Marlborough^ who is almoft diftraftcd 
at (he could not obtain her revenge. 
1 am now going out of town, with an 
tention to roll about from place to place, 
L about Michaehnas next. Diredt to me 
ther as ufual, and your letter will be con* 
y«d to me, wherever I am. 
Pr. Arbuthnoty Mr. Charleton^ and Mf^ 
irrey^ have dined with me ^to-day, and 

you 
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y6n have iiot been forgot. I was in liopa^ 
we (hould have feen you ere this. The 
do<5tor fays, you wait for the z£t of graoe« 
If fo, I hope to fee you by next winter^ 
I anv ^^• 

LETTER CLXXX. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT* 

DEAR SIR, Weftm. July '30, 1717. 

X HAVE the favour of four letters from 
you, of the ninth, thirteenth, (ixteentbi 
and twentieth inftant. They all came 
fafe to me, however varioufly directed. I 
find myfelf equally comforted byyourphilo- 
fophy, and affifted by your fricndfhip. You 
will eafily imagine, that I have an hundred 
things to fay to you, which for as many 
reafons I omit, and only touch upon that 
bufinefs, to which, in the pride of your 
heart, you give the epithet forry *. I re- 
turn you the names of thofe, who were 
kind enough to fubfcribe, that you may 
fee if they are rightly fpelt, as likewiie 
the right titles p\it to them, &c. I am 



• Subfcriptions ♦for Mr. Priori poems, procured ^ 
the Dean, The fubfcription was two guineas. 

^ fenfib^^ 



ifible this has given you too much trou- 
:; but it is too late now to make an 
)logy . Let Mr. Lewis, who is now with 
I, do it for me, at what ^ime, and in 
lat manner, he pleafes. I take it for 
inted, that whatever I writ, as whatever 
writ to me, will be broke open; fo 
I'U expedt nothing from me, but what 
ii may have as particularly from the P^^- 
. We are all pretty well in health. I 
irc my old whorfon cough, and I think 
nay call it mine for life. The earl * is 
fer idem. Lord Harley is in the country, 
ir brotherhood is extremely difperfed> but 
as that we have been three or four timeiP 
ie to get as many of the fociety together, 
1 drink to our abfent friends. I have 
:n made to believe, that we may fee your 
'crend perfon this fummer in England: 
fb, I &all be glad to meet you at any 
ce ; but, when you come to London, do 
i go to the Cocoa^treey (as you fcnt your 
tcr) but come immediately to Duke-Jlreet^ 
lere you fhall find a bed, a book, and a 
Qdle : fo pray think of fojourning no 
icre elfc. Pray give my fervice to all 

• Of Oxford. 

friends 
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friends in general. I think, as yoii hzi& 
ordered the matter^ you have made tha 
greater part of Ireland lift themfelves under" 
that number. I do not know how you cai^ 
recompenfe them, but by coming over tm^^ 
help me to corredt the book, which I pro— 
mife them. 

You will pardon my having ufed ano- 
ther hand, fince it is fo much better thai^H 
my own j and, believe me, ever with thc^s 
greatcft truth, dear Sir, yours, 

M. PR I OR - 

LETTER CLXXXI. 

Earl of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT". 

Aug. 6, 17*7- 

A W O years retreat has made mc tafte 
the converfation of my deareft friend with ^ 
greater relifli, than ever at the time of vcxj 
being charmed with it in our frequent jour- 
neys toW-indfor. Three of your letters have 
come fafe to my hands. The firft about tvvo 
years fince : that my fon keeps as a family 
monument. The other two arrived fince 
the firft of July. My heart is often wit^ 

you. 






Wi, l^tit i xJdIaycd writifig ia ixpeaatidtt 
f giving a pcrfedl anfwer abouf my goihg 
Brampton i biit the tfutfi is, HitMralrmth 
f rejoiciiig in ihdfe parts is fo fir from 
batitig, that I afti pcrfuadcd by my friends 
4 go into Cambridgejkire^ ^Yicrt you are too 
ift not to believe you will be Welcome be* 
Dfc any one in the world. The longing 
our friends have to fee you muft be Aib* 
litted to the judgment yourfelf makes of 
11 circumftances. At ptefcnt this feems to 
t a ctooler climate, than your iflahd is like 

3 be> when they aflemble, S?«^. Our im* 

alienee to fee you fhould notdiraw you into 

;neafinefs. We long to embrace you> tf 

oufind it may W of no inconvenience to 

tmrfelf. 

d X r O R D. 

L £ t t E R CLXXXII. 
At. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 

Hcathrop, Aug. 24, 1717. 

4 OURS, my good friend, of the fixth, 
inds ihe in O^on^ire with the duke of 
Urewjbury^ vrhich-vrould fooncr have been 

V©L. IL N. ackndw- 
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acknowledged, had itftayed in London. Be- 
fore I left that pious city, I made due en- 
quiries into the methods and regularity of 
your correfpondence with the earl *. He =^ 
has received your letters i he will anfwer ^^ 
them, but not to-day, Jcut olim. Nothing -3 
can change him. I can get no pofitive an- — 
fwer from him, nor can any man elfe ; fo ^ 
trouble yourfelf no more on that head than -« 
he does. He is ft ill in London ^ and poffi- — 
bly has anfwered you ; while I am a little ^^^ 

arraigning his negled:, but in all cafes libe- 

ravia?iimam meam. 

I wifh you were in England, that youx^i 
might a little look over the ftrange ftufF^^ 

that I am to give our friends for their mo 

ney* I fhall be angry, if you are near anc^V 
not with me; but when I fee you, tha^Vt 
weighty queftion may eafily be decided. Inrm 
the mean time I am taking your gooc^ 
counfel, and will be in the country as mucfcm 
as lean. 

You have found two miftakes in the lifKr^ 
but have not corredted them. I prefun»=-c 
we ftiall have it of the beft edition, wh^ n 
you fend the lift back again ; of which, I 
fay, no hafte is required. 

♦ Oi Oxford. 

A Gi^irc 
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Give my fervice and thanks to all friends ; 
rcferve only to yourfclf the aflurance of- 
ny being, beyond expreflion, my friend, 
^ours, M. PRIOR. 

LETTER CLXXXIIL 
Vlr. ADDISON to Dr. S W I F T. 
, DEAR SIR, March 20, 1717-18. 

Multiplicity of buCnefs, and a 

long dangerous fit of ficknefs, prevented 
me from anfwering the obliging letter you 
lonoured me with fome time fince : but, 
Sod be thanked, I cannot make ufe of 
ither of thefe excufes at prefent, being en- 
ircly free both of my office * and my 
.fthma. I dare not however venture myfelf 
.broad yet, but have fent the contents of 
our laft to a friend of mine (for he is very 
auch fo, tho' he is my fucceflbr-f*) who I 
lopc will turn it to the advantage of the 
;entieman whom you mention. I know 

• Of fccretary of ftate, which poll Mr. Addifon 
efigned on the fourteenth of Marcb^ 1 7 17- 18, and 
lad a penfion granted him of one thoufand five hundred 
K)unds a year. 

t « Jams CraggSy Efq;* 

N 2 yen 
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you have fo mucli zeal and pleafurc in doing — ^ 
kind offices for thofe you wifh well to, thaC^B 
I hope you reprefent the hard/hip of the -= 
cafe in the flrongeft colours, that it i in m i 
poflibly bear. However, as I always ho 
noured you for your good nature, whicb^r~ii 
is a very odd quality to celebrate in a man,*.. Jj 
who has talents fo much more fliining in^r-ai 
the eyes of the world, I fliould be glad, if^-J 

I could any way concur with you, in put 

ting a flop to what you fay is now in agita- ^ 
tion. 

I muft here condole with you upon th c-^^c 
lofs of that excellent man, the bifhop oil ^f 
tierry *, who has fcarce left behind him hit — s 
equal in humanity, agreeable converfation^^, 
and all kinds of learning. We have oftei^Hi 
talked of you with great pleafurc ; anc — d, 
upon this occafion, I cannot but rcflc^S 
upon myfelf, who, at the fame time that I 
omit no opportunity of expreffing my eftccET^i 
for you to others, have been fo negligent £ ^ 
doing it to yourfelf. I have feveral tim^^ 
taken up my pen to write to you, but ha%^c 
been always interrupted by fome imperti- 
nence or other j and, to tell you unrefer^^^ 

• * Dr. Nardjus Marjh: 

2 tdty^^ 



( i8i ) 

cdly, I have been unwilling to anfwer fo 
agreeable a letter, as that I received from 
you, with one written in form only ; but I 
muft ftill have continued filent, had I de- 
ferred writing, till I could have made a 
fuitable return- Shall we never again talk 
together in laconic ? Whenever you fee 
Englandy your company will be the moil 
acceptable in the world at Holland- boufc^ 
where you are highly efteemed by lady 
Warwick^ and the young lord, though by 
pone any where more than by. Sir, your 
jnoft f^uthful and moft obedient humble 
icrvant, 

J- ADDISON, 

LETTER CLXXXIV, 
Lord HARLEY to Dn SWIFT. 

April, 12, I7i8* 

JlT I S lordfliip writes to the Dean, that he 
hopes to fee him at Wimple this year : that 
lord Oxford was well, and talked of going 
into Herefordjhire. He adds, your lifter is 
obliged to go to Batb^ prefents her humble 
fervice, and dcfires you to accept of a little 
«tuy. I beg you will not deny me the fa- 
vour 
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vour* to take the fnufF-box, which comes 
along with it to fupply the place of that, 
which was broke by accident fome time ago. 
I am, with true refped:, your moft humble 
fervant, and brother, 

H A R L E Y. 



LETTER CLXXXV. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, May i, 1718. 

A PRETTY kind of amufement I have 
been engaged in; comma's, femicolons, 
italics, and capitals, to make nonfenfe more 
pompous, and furbelow bad poetry with 
good printing. My friends letters, in the 
mean time, have lain unanfwered 5 and the 
obligations I have to them, on account ot^ 
the very book itfelf, are unacknowledged. 
This is not all; I muft beg you once mor^ 
to transfer to us an intire lift of my fub- 
fcribers, with their diftindl titles, that they 
may, for my honour, be printed at the be — 
ginning of my book. This will eafily bcs^^ 
done by revifmg tjie lift, which we fent tv^^ 

you^ 



( i83 ) 
you. Imuftpray of you, that it may be 
cxa£t, , 

E O * has not at all difap- 

pointed my expedtations. He is femper 
idem^ and has as much bufinefs to do now, 
as when he was governing England ^ or im- 
peached for treafon. He is ftill in town, 
but going in a week or ten days into Here-- 
Jbrdjhire. Lord and lady Harley are at the 
Bath, and as foon as I fhall have fettled my 
affairs of the printingrprefs, (fad bufinefs ! 
as you very well call it j I fhall go into the 
country to them. 

My health, I thank you, is pretty good. 
My courage better. I drink very often to 
your health, with fome of our friends here j 
and am always, with the greateft truth and 
affedion, dear Sir, your obliged and moft 

obedient fervant, 

M. PRIOR, 



^ LotAOxfwi 
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LETTER CLXXXVI, 

Mr. PRIOR to Dr. ^WIFT^ 

DEAR SIR, May 29, 1718. 

X H A V E received yours of (he fixth^^A 
with the lift corrcdted. I have two coloi^^l 
and conima men, We co^red^ an4 defignE^ 
to publiih, as fail as the nature of this greatest 
or forry work, as you call it, wiU beari^a 
but we (hall not be out before Cbrifimas^ fo 
that our friends abroad niay cpmpleat their 
collefllon till Mkbaelmas^ afid be returned 
foon enough to have their names prince 
9iid their books got re^^dy for them. 

I am going to-oiorrow mor^ir^ to the 
Bath^ to mee( lord Harley there. I ihall he 
back in a month. The earl q£ Oxford is ftiUffB 
here. He will go into Herefordjhirt ibmc 
time in June. He fays he will write to yoi 
himfelf. Ami particular enough ? Is this 
profe ? And do I diftinguiflitenfes ? I hayc 
nothing more to tell you, but that you 
Ae happieft man in the world ; and, ifyou-^^ 
are once got into A/ bagatelle i you may dc- ^'^ 
fpife the world. Befides contriving cm -s 

blepi^Si 
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ems^ Aich as cupids^ torches, and hpaitt 
r great letters, I am now unbinding two 
Jumes of printed heads, to have them 
>und together in better order thiui thty 
ere before. Don't you envy me ? For the 
ft, matters continue^ri// ohm. J wijl not 
11 you how much I want you, and { can- 
it tcU you how well I love you. Write 
> me, my dear Dean, and give my fervlce 
all our friends. Yours ever, 

M. P R I O R. 

J. E; T T E R CLXXXVIL 

Ir, PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 

MY DEAR DEAN, London, Sept. 25, 1718. 

HAVE now niade an end of what you, 
. your haughty manner, call wretched 
ork. My book is quite printed off; and 
you are as much upon the iagatel/e, as you 
etend to be, you will find more pleafure 
it than you imagine. We are going to 
int the fubfcribers name: if, therefore, 
>\i have any by you, which are not yet 
mitted, pray fend them over by the next 
lft. If you have not, pray fend me word 
O of 
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of that too; that, in all cafes, I may at 

leaft hear from you . E of O has 

been in town all this fummer, is now go- 
ing into Hereford/hire, and fays he fhall fee 
you very foon in England. I would tell you 
with what pleafure this would be, if I 
knew upon what certainty the hopes of it 
were founded. Write me word of this too; 
for upon.it I would order my matters fo, that 
I may be as much with you as I can; and 
this you will find no little favour; for I 
aflure you we are all fo changed, that there 
is very little choice of fuch company as you 
would like; and, except aJDout eighteen 
hundred that have fubfcribed to my book, 
I do not hear of as many more in this na- 
tion, that have common fenfe. My coufin 
Tennyfather and Will. Phillips drink your 
health. I cough, but I am otherwife well ; 
and till I ceafe to cough, /. e. to live, 1 
am, with intire friendfhip and affedtion, 
dear Sir, your mofl obedient and humble 
fervant, 

M. PRIOR— 
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I. 3E T T E R CLXXXVIII. 
Mr. ADDISON to Dr. $WIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Briftol, Oft. i, 1718 

i HAVE received the honour of your 
letter at BriJioU where I have juft finiflied 
a courfe of water-drinking, which I hope 
has pretty well recovered me from the 
leavings of my laft winter's ficknefs. As 
ifor the fubjed of your letter, tho' you know 
an affair of that nature cannot well nor 
fafely be trufled in writing, I defired a 
friend of mine to acquaint Sir Ralph Gore, 
that I was under a pre-engagement, and 
iiot at my own choice to adt in it, and have 
fince troubled my lady AJJ^e with a letter 
to the fame efFed:, which I hope has not 
mifcarried. However, upon my return 
to London^ I will farther inquire into that 
matter, and fee if there is any room left for 
me to negociate as you propofe. 

I live ftill in hopes of feeing you in Eng^ 
/arid,' znd if you would take my houfe at 
Bilton in your way, (which lies upon the 
roadf within a mile of Rugby) I would ftrain 
hard to meet you there, provided you 
would make me happy in your company 
for fome days. The greateft pleafure I have 
O 2 met 
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met with for fpme months, is in the con- 
vcrfation of my old friend Dr. Smalridge, 
who, fince the death of the excellent man 
you mention, is to me the mofl candid and 
agreeable of all bifliops ; I would fay cler- 
gymen, were not deans comprehended under 
that title. Wehave often talked of you ; and 
when I aflure you he has an exquifite tafte 
of writing, I need not tell you how he talks 
on fuch a fubjedl. I look upon it as my 
good fortune, that I can exprefs my efteem 
of you, even to thofe, who are not of the 
bifhop's party, without giving oflfencc, 
When a man has fo much compafs in his 
charafter, he affords his friends topics 
enough to enlarge upon, that all fides admire. 
I am fure a zealous friendly behaviour di- 
ftinguifhes you as much as your many more 
fhining talents ; and as I have received par- 
ticular inftances of it, you muft have a very 
bad opinion of me, if you do not think I 
heartily love and refped you ; and that I 
am ever, dear Sir, your mofl obedient, and 
moft humble fcrvant, 

J. ADDISON. 

LET^ 
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LETTER CLXXXIX. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, Oa. 14, 1718. 

X HIS ferves for an envelope to Ae in- 
clofed ; for I cannot tell whetfier you care 
to hear from any of your friends on this 
fide. In your laft, I think, you defired me 
to let you alone to enjoy your own iplecn* 
Can you purchafe your fifty pounds a year 
in Wales. Yet I can tell you, beforehand^ 
Lewis fcorns to live with you there. He 
keeps company with the greateft, and is 
principal governor in many families. I 
have been in France -, fix weeks at Paris ^ and 
as much at Rouai; where, I can aflure you, I 
hardly heard a word of news or politics, ex- 
cept a little clutter about fending fome im- 
pertinent prefidents du parliament to prifon, 
that had the impudence to talk for the laws 
and liberties of their country. I was aiked 
for Monfieur 5^'^/ by many people, I can 
aflure you ; and particularly by the duke 
^Aumont. I was refpcdtfully and kindly 

treated by many folks, and even by the 

great 
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great Mr, Laws *. Amongft other things, 
I had the honour to carry an IriJIo lady -f- to 
court, that was admired beyond all the 
ladies in France for her beauty. She had 
great honours done her. The hufTar him- 
felf was ordered to bring her the king's cat 
to kifs. Her name is Bennet. Amongft 
other folks I faw your old friend lord B^- 
ingbroke, who afked for you. He looks 

* The contriver of the MiflifEpi fchemc. 
t The celebrated beauty Mifs Nelly Bennet^ on whoa 
thefc lines were written j 

For when as Nelly came to Francij 

(Invited by her coufms) 
Acrofs the luillenes^ each glance 

Kill'd Frenchmen by whole dozens* 

The king, as he at dinner fat 

Did beckon to his huffar. 
And bid him bring his tabby cat. 

For charming Nell to buls her. 

The ladies were with rage provok'd 

To fee her fo refpciSlcd : 
The men look'd arch, as Nelly ftrok'cf. 

And pufs her tail erefled. 

But not a man did look employ, 

Except on pretty Nelly ; 
Then faid the duke de f^illeroiy 

Ah ! quelle ejl hienjolle ? 

Tlie 
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juft as he did. Your friends here are in 
good health; not changed in their fen- 
timents towards you. I left my two girls 
in France with their uncle, which was my 
chief bufinefs. I don't know that I have 
any friends on your fide, befides Mr. Ford^ 
to whoni give my fervice, and to Dr. Far-- 
nell and Mr. Jervoife. 

If it be poflible for you, obey the con- 
tents of the inclofed ; which, I fuppofe, is 
a kind invitation. The dragon is juft as he 
was, only all his old habits ten times 
ftronger upon him than ever. Let me beg 
of you not to forget me, for I can never 
ceafe to love and efteem you, being ever 
your moft afifeiftionate and obliged humble 
fcrvant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT^ 



The courtiers all, with one accord. 
Broke out in Nellfs praifcs ; 

Admir'd her rofe, and lis fans forde^ 
Which arc your terms Francoifis. 



LET- 
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LET T E R CXC. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWII^f; 
DEAR BROTHER, London, Dec. 11,1718. 

X* OR fo I had called you before, were it 
not for a certain reverence I pay to deans* 
I find you wifli both mc and yourfelf to livd 
to be old and rich. The fecond g(JeS in 
courfe along with the firft; but you cannot 
givefeven (that is the tythe of feventy) good 
reafons for either. Glad at my heart fliould 
I be, if Dr. Heljham or I could do you any 
good. My fervice to Dr. HelJI^atHi he docs 
not want my advice in the cafei I have 
done good lately to a patient and a friend 
in that complaint of a vertigo, by cinna- 
bar of animony and caftor, inade up into 
bolus's with confeft. of alkermes. I had 
no great opinion of the cinnabar ; but try-* 
ing it amongft other things, my friend 
found good of this prefcription* I had tried 
the caftor alone before, not with fo much 
fuccefs* Small quantities of tin5lura JacT&i 
now and then will do you good. There ar« 
twenty lords, I believe, would fend you 
horfcs, if they knew how. One or two 

have 
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have ofFered to me, who, I believe, would 
be as good as their words. Mr. Rowe, the 
poet laureat, is dead, and has left a damned 
jade of a Pegafus^ Til anfwer for it, he 
won't do as your mare did, having more 
need of Lucan's prefent, than Sir Richard 
Blacimore. I would fain have Pope get a 
patent for life for the place, with a power 
of putting in Durfey his deputy* The dragon 
is come to town, and was entering upon 
. die detail of the reafons of ftate, that kept 
him from appearing at the beginning, G?r* 
when I did believe at the fame time, it was 
cmly a law of nature, to which the dragon 
}S moft fubjed:, Remanere in ftatu in quo 
eft nifi deturbeter ab extrinfeco^ Lord Harley 
and lady Harley give you their fervice. 
Z^ewis is in the country with lord Batburji, 
and has wrote me a moft dreadful ftory of a 
mad dog, that bit their huntfman; fince 
which accident, I am told, he has fhortened 
his iUrrups three bores *, they were not long 
before. Lord Oxford prefented him with 
two horfes. He has fold one, and fent the 
other to grafs, avec beaucoup de fagejfe. I 
do not believe the ftory of lord Bolingbroie's 
marriage, for I have been confulted about 
the lady ; and, by fome defers in her con- 
VoL. IL P ftitution. 
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ftitution, I fliould not think her appetite lay 
much towards matrimony. There is foihc 
tafk about rcverfing his attainder ; but I 
vvifh he may not be difappointed. I am for 
all precedents of that kind. They fay the 
pretender is like to have his chief miniftef 
impeached. He has his wife prifoner. The 
footmen of the houfe of commons choofe 
their fpeaker, and impeach, &c. I think 
it were proper, that all monarchs fhould 
ferve their apprenticeships as pretenders, 
that we might difcover their defedls. Did 
you ever expedl to live to fee the duke of 
Ormond fighting againft the Proteftant fuc- 
ceffion, and the duke of Berwick fighting 
for it ? France^ in confederacy with £»^- 
landj to reduce the exorbitant power of 
Spain ? I. really think there is no fuch good 
reafon for living till feventy, as curiofity. 
You fay you are ready to refent -it as on 
affront, to fay, that a lady, hardly known 
or obferved for her beauty in Ireland^ is a 
curiofity in France. All deans naturally fall 
into paralogifms. My wife gives you her 
kind love and fervice, and, which is the firft 
thing, that occurs to all wives, wifhcs you 
well married. 

LET- 
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LETTER CXCI. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

March 17, 17 19, N. S. 

X HAVE not thefe feveral years tailed 
ib fcnfible a pleafure, as your letters of the 
1 6th oi January and i6th oi February gave 
mc J and I know enough of the tenderncfs 
of your hearty to be afTured, that the letter 
I am writing will produce much the fame 
tScSt on you. I feel my own pleafure, 
and I feel your's. The trueft refledion, 
and, at the fame time^ the bittered fatyr^ 
which can be made on the prefent age» is 
this ; that^ to think as you think, will make 
a man pafs for romantic. Sincerity, con- 
ftancy, tendernefs, are rarely to be found. 
They are fo much out of ufe, that the man 
of mode imagines them to be out of nature. 
Wc meet with few friends ; the greateft 
part of thofe, who pafs for fuch, are, pro- 
perly fpeaking, nothing mor^ than ac- 
quaintance; and no wonder, iince Tully*^ 
maxim is certainly true, that friendship can 
fubfifl non niji inter bonos, at that age of life, 
when there is balm in the blood, and that 
confidence in the mind, which the inno- 
P 2 ccncy 
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ccncy of our own heart infpires, and the 
experience of other men's deftroys. I was 
apt to confound my acquaintance and my 
friends together. I never doubted but that 
I had a numerovis cohort of the latter. I cx- 
pcdted, if ever I fell into misfortune^ to 
have as many, and as remarkable inftances 
of friendfhip to produce, as the Scytbkm^ in 
one of LuciarLs Dialogues^ draws from his 
nation. Into thefe misfortunes I have 
fallen. Thus far my propitious ftars have 
not difappointed my expedations. The 
reft have almoft entirely failed me. The 
fire of my adverfity has purged the maft of 
my acquaintance ; and, the feparation made, 
difcover, on one fide, an handful of firiends; 
but, on the other, a legion of enemies, at 
leaft of ftrangers. Happily this fiery trial 
has had an effect on me, which makes me 
fome amends. I have found lefs refburce 
in other people, and more in myfelf, than 
I expeiftcd. I make good, at this hour, the 
motto which I took nine years ago, when I 
was weak enough to lift again under the 
condudl of a man *, of whom nature meant 
to make a fpy, or, at moft, a captain of 

• « Robert^ carl of Oxford: 

miners j 
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niners ; and whom fortune, in one of her 
^himiical moods, made a general. 

I enjoy, at this hour, with very tolerable 
health, great tranquility of mind. You 
^ill, I am fure, hear this with fatisfadtion ; 
uid fure it is, that I tell it you without the 
eaft afFedation. I live, my friend, in a nar- 
•owcr circle than ever ; but, I think, in a 
arger. When I look back on what is pafl:, 
[ obferve a multitude of errors, but no 
rrimes. I have been far from following 
he advice which Calius gave to Cicero ; Id 
neSus eft Jiatuere quod tutius^t: and, I think, 
aaay fay to myfelf, what Dolobella fays, in 
>nc of his letters, to the fame Cicero: 
^atisfa&um eji jam a te^ vel officio^ vel 
^afmUaritati : fatisfaStum etiam par t thus , et 
ri reipublica^ quam tu frobabas. Reliquum 
fftp ubi nunc eft re/pub/ica, ibi Jimus potiusy 
juam, dum illam veterem fequamury Jimus in 
wild. What my memory has furnifhed on 
this head, (for I have neither books nor 
papers here concerning home affairs) is writ 
prith great truth, and with as much clear- 
acfs as I could give it. If ever we meet, 
^ou will, perhaps, not think two or three 
bours abfolutely thrown away in reading it. 
One thing I will venture to aflure you of 

P 3 before- 
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before-hand, which is, that you will think 
I never dcferved more to be commended, 
than whilft I was the moft blamed ; andi 
that you will pronounce the higheil part of 
my character to be that which has been dif* 
guifed by the nature of things,. niifrcprc-» 
fented by the malice of men, and which is 
ftill behind a cloud. In what is paft^ there- 
fore, I find no great fource of uneafincfe. 
As to the prefcnt, my fortune is extremely 
reduced ; but my defires are ftill more fo. 
Nothing is more certain than this truth, 
that all our wants, beyond thofe, which 
a very moderate income will fupply, arc 
pur-ely imaginary ; and that his happineft 
is greater*, and better aflured, who brings 
his mind up to a temper of not fechng 
them, than his, who feels them, and has 
where- withal to fupply them. Hor. epijl. i. 
lib. I. 

Videsy qua maxima credisy 



EJfe mala^ exiguum cenftimy turpemqi repuljMi 
Sonant devites, $cc. 

Which I paraphrased thus, not long ago, 
in my poft-chaife : 

Survey mankind, obferve what rifqucsi they 

run. 
What fancy'd ills, thro' real dangers, fliun; 

Thofc 
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rhofe fancy'd ills, fo dreadful to the great, 
V loft eledion, or impair'd eftate. 
3bferve the merchant, who, intent on gain, 
\ffronts the terrors of the Indian main ; 
rho' ftorms arife, and broken rocks appear, 
^c flies from poverty, andknqws no other 

fear, 
^ain men, who might arrive, with toil far 

lefs, 
8y fmoother paths, at greater happinefs. 
For 'tis fuperior blifs, not to defire 
That trifling good, which fondly you ad- 
mire, 
Poflifs precarious, and too dear acquire 
(Vhat hackney gladiator can you find. 
By whom the Olympic crown would be 

decline ? 
Who, rather than that glorious palm tofeize. 
With fafcty combat, and prevail with eafe. 
Would chufe on fome inglorious ftage to 

tread, 
fVnd, fighting, (Iroll from wake to wake for 
bread .? 

As to what is to happen, I am not anxious 
ibout it : on which fubjedt I have twenty 
ine quotations at the end of my pen ; but, 
I think, it is better to own frankly to you, 
:hat, upon a principle (which I have long 
P 4 efta- 
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cftabliihed) that we arc a great deal more 
mechanical than our vanity will give us 
leave to allow, I have familiarized the 
worft profpe6ts to -my fight ; and that, by 
flaring want, folitude, jiegled, and the reft 
of that train in the face, I have difarmed 
them of their terrors. I have heard of 
fomebody, who, whilft he was in the Hower^ 
ufed, every morning, to lay down on the 
block, and fo adt over his laft fcene. 

Nothing difturbs me, but the uncertainty 
of my iituation, which the zeal of a few 
friends, and the inveteracy of a great many 
enemies, entertain. The more prepared I 
am to pafs the remainder of my life in 
exile, the more fenfibly fhall I feel the 
pleafure of returning to you, if his majefty's 
unconditional favour, (the offers of which 
prevented even my wiihes^ proves at laft 
effeftual. I cannot apply to myicif, as you 
bid me do \ — Non tibi parvum in^enium^ 
non incultum eft^ and what follows; and, 
if ever we live in the fame country toge- 
ther, you fhall not apply to me, ^od 

Jifrigida cur arum foment a relinquere po/J'es. 

I have writ you, before I was aware of it, 
a long letter. The pleafure of breaking fb 
]on^ a filenpe tranfports mp; and your 

fenti- 

4 



( 201 ) 

sntiment is a fufficieht excufe. It is not fo 
afy to find one for talking fo much about 
ayfelf ; but I fhali want none vrith you 
iponthis fcore. Adieu. 

This letter will get fafe to London 5 and 
rom thence, I hope, the friend, to whom 
! recommend it, will find means of convey- 

ng it to you. For God*s fake, no more 

tpologies for your quotations, unlefs you 
Bean, by accufing yourfelf, to corredt me. 

There never was a better application than 
pour's, of the ftory oiPierfcbole. The ftorks 
i¥ill never come, and they muft be porters 
ill their lives. They are fomething worfe; 
for I had rather be a porter than a tool : I 
would fooner lend out my back to hire, 
than my name. They are at this time 
the inftruments of a fancy gardener, who 
has got a gold crofs on his flomach, and 
a red cap on his head. 

A poor gentleman, who puts me often 
jin mind of one of Scandal*^ pi£tures in 
Congreve's play of Love for Love^ where a 
foldier is reprefented with his heart where 
his head fhould be» and no head at all^ is the 
conductor of this doughty enterprize; 
which will end in making tjftir caufe a 

little 
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Iitdc more defperate than it is. Again, 
adieu. 

Let me hear from you by the fame con- 
veyance, that brings you this. I am in pain 
about your health. From the 6th oi Ja- 
nuary to the 1 6th of February is a long 
courfe of illnefs. 

LETTER CXCIL 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, Wcftm. May 5, 1719. 

O I N C E I love you with all the ties of 
inclination and friendfliip, and wifh you all 
the happinefs of life, health efpecially> 
the chiefeft, you will pardon me being a 
little peevifti, when I received your*s of the 
twenty-eighth pad, which told me I muft 
not expedl to fee you here, and that yott 
were not perfcftly well at Dublin^ I hop« 
there is a little fpleen mixed with youi.^ 
diftemper ; in which cafe your horfe ma^? 
be your phyfician, and your phyfician m»3 
have the happinefs of being your conr^ ' 
panion ; an honour, which many hex^^ 
would envy him. As to th^ fang froid <^ 
fifty, who has it not, that is worth cor» 
verling with, except Harley and Batbur/7 
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at leaft, make no more that fort of com- 
plaint to me. Iftbac commemoratio eji quqfi 
exprobatio j for fifty (as Mr. Locke obferves) 
is equal to fifty ; and a cough is worfe than 
the fpleen. My bookfeller is a blockhead ; 
^ have they all been, or worfe, from 
Ctauc€r*s fcriv^ner down to John and Jacob, 
Mr. Hyde only excepted, to whom my 
books in quires are configned, and the 
greateft care taken, that they are rightly put 
up. Several of the fubfcribers to you re- 
quiring their books here, have had them. 
I need not repeat my thanks to you, for the 
trouble this matter has given you ; or in- 
treat your favour for Alma and Solomon. I 
fhall perform your commands to the earl 
3f Oxfordj femper idem ; and drink your 
bealth wit^i our friends, which is all I can 
do for you at this diftance, till your parti- 
cular order enjoins me any thing, by which 
[ may ihew you, that I am, and defire al- 
^vay3 to continue, with the greateft truth 
md regard. Sir, your moft obedient and 
moft humble fervant, 

M. PRIOR. 
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LETTER CXCIIL 

Mr. P R I O R to Dr. S W I F XT* 

S I R, Wcftm. May 5, 1719. 

Jrl A V I N G fpent part of my fummcr vcir^ 
agreeably in Cambridgepnre with dear lor^ 
Harley^ I am returned without him to nr^ 
own palace in Duke-Jireet, whence I en- 
deavour to exclude all the tumult and noiie 
of the neighbouring Court of Requefts, and 
to live cut nihil agendo aut aKud agendo^ 
till he comes to town. But there is worfc 
than this yet. I have treated lady Harriot * 
at Cambridge. Good God! a fellow of a 
college treat \ and fpoke verfes to her -f- in a 
gown and cap ! What ! the plenipotentiary 
fo far concerned in the damned peace at 
Utrecht ; the man, that makes up half the 
volume of terfe profe, that makes up the 
report of the committee, fpeaking verfes ! 
Sic eji^ bomofum i and am not afhamed to 

♦ * Lady Harriot Harley^ only daughter of Einkari 
lord HarUy ; now duchefs dowager oi Portland.* 

t * They arc printed in what is called by the editor^ 
Softuel HumphreySy Efq; the third volume of ^ riot* s ffiris ; 
and are intitled, Fer^s fpokeh to Lady Henrietta Caven- 
di{h Holies Harley, in the Library ofSu John's College, 
Cambridge, Nov. 9}i7i9>* 

feod^ - 
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fend thoTe very v«rfcs to one, who can make 

much better. And now let me afk you. 

How you do ? and what you do ? How yoiir 

Irijb country air agrees with you, and when 

you intend to take any EngKJb country air ? 

In the fpring I will meet you where you 

vrill, and go with you where you will ; but 

I believe the beft rendezvous will be Duke-- 

Jireet^ and the faireft field for action Wm-- 

pie J, the lords of both thofe feats agreeing, 

that no man will be more welcome to either 

than yourfelf. 

It is many months fince the complaints 
of my fubfcribers are redreflcd, and that 
they have ceafed to call the bookfeller a 
blockhead, by transferring that title to the 
author. We have not heard from Mr. 
Hyde^ but expert, that at his leifure he will 
fignify to Ton/on what may relate to that 
whole matter, as to the fecond fubfcrip- 
tions. In the mean time, I hope the books 
have been delivered without any miftake ; 
and fliall only repeat to you, that I am fen- 
fible of the trouble my poetry has given 
you, and return you my thanks in plain 
profe. Earl oi Oxford^ pro more fuOy went 
' late into the country, and continues there 

X The feat of lord ifcr//y. 

ftiU 
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ftilL Our friends are all well; fo am I, nifi 
awtpituita molefta eft; which is at this prc- 
fcnt writing, and will continue fo all the 
winter. So with weak lungs, and a very 
good heart, I remain always. Sir, your moft 
obedient hurhble fervant, 

M. PRIOR- 

P. S. Service to Matthew Pennyfiothar^ 
and all friends. Adieu* 

LETTER CXCIV. 
Duchefs of ORMOND to Dr^ SWIFT. 

SIR, April 1 8, 1720. 

OU*D have great reafon to be angry 
with me, if my long filencc had been occa- 
fioned by any thing but my care of you; for 
having no fafe hand to fend by till now, I 
would not write, for fear it might be con- 
ftrued a fort of treafon (mifprifion at leaft) 
for you to receive a letter from one half of a 
profcribed man. I enquire of every body 
I fee, that I imagine has either feen you or 
heard from you, how you have your health ; 
for wealth and happinefs I don't fuppofe 
you abound in; for it is hard to meet with 
cither in the country you are in, and be 
honeft as you are. I thank God our par- 
liament 
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liament has taken them to talk> ztid, fihd-^ 
ing how ill a ufe they made of their judi^ 
cacure when they had it, have thought it 
not fit to truft them with it any longer*. 
I hope the next thing will be to tax Ireland 
from hence, and then no more opportunities 
for bills of attainder, which is very happy; 
for elfe young Hopeful -j- might have been in 
danger. They were fo good and obedient 
to the powers above, that whether there 
were reafon or not, or as prince Butler faid, 
crime or no crime, the man was con* 
demned, and a price {^t upon his head. 

I want much to hear yrhat you think of 
Great Britain ; for all your relations here 
want much to fee you, where arc ftrange 
:hanges every day. You remember, and fo 
io I, when the Soutb-fea was faid to be my 

• ♦ The houfe of peers in Ireland having tranfmltted 
lo king George 1. a long rq>rerentation, fetting forth their 
rigJit to the final judicature of caufes in that kingdom, 
Lhe houfe of lords in England ithXwtAy on the eighth of 
January^ 1719-20, on the contrary, that the barons of 
the Excbequtr in Ireland had a£^ed, in the affair of Annefley 
and Sherlocky with courage, according to law, in (up- 
port of his majefty's prerogative, and with fidelity to 
the crown of Great Britain ; and a bill was foon after 
wrought in, for the better fecuring the dependency of the 
cingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain* 

t * The duchefs feems to mean the prince of ff^aUs^ 
afterwards king George II, then upon ill terms with his 
father, and his father's miniftcrs/ 

loni 
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lord Oxford's brat, and mull be ftarvcd at 
nurfe. Now the king has adopted it, and ' 
calls it his beloved child ; tho*, perhaps, you 
may fay, if he loves it no better than his 
fon, it may not be faying much : but he lov^ 
it as well as he does the duchefs of jfiL— *, 
and that is faying a good deal. Iwiihit 
may thrive, for many of my friends w 
deep in it : I wifh you were fb too. I be* 
lieve, by this time, you are very forty I 
have met with an opportunity of troublii^ 
you with this fcrawl; but the ftrong muft 
bear with the infirmities of the weak; and 
therefore, brother, I hope you will par- 
don the impertincncies of your poor fiftcr, 
whofe brain may be reafonably thought 
turned with all (he has met. with. But no*' 
thing will hinder her from being, as long 
as (he lives, moft fincerely your very humble 
fervant, and faithful friend, 

M. ORMONP, 

* ^ Kendal, Eringard Mekjma ScbujUnbirg^ baronefs 
of Scbuylenberg in Ger m a n y* She was created ducheft of 
Kendal by king George I. on the thirtieth of Afrilj 17 19«' 
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LETTER CXtV. 
Mr- PRIOR to Dn S W I F T- 

SIR, Wcftm. May 4, 1720. 

li ROM my good friend the Dean I have 
two letters before me, of what date I will 
not fay, ^nd I hope you have forgot, that 
call out for vengeance 1 or, as other read* 
logs have it, for an anfwen You told me in 
one of them, you had been purfued with a 
giddy head 1 and I prefume you judged by 
my filence, that I have laboured under the 
fame diftemper. I don't know why you 
have not buried me, as you did Partridge ^ 
and given the wits of the age, the Steeles 
tsAAddifons^ a new occafion of living feven 
years upon one of your thoughts. When 
you have iinifhed the copy of verfes which 
you began in England^ our writers may 
have another hint, upon which they may 
dwell feven years longer. ' 

Are you Frenchman enough to know how 
zGafcon fuftains his family for a week? 

Dimanche^ une EJblanche ; 
Lundif froide et Salade ; 
Mardi, f aime laGriilade > 

Vol. II. CL Mccredi, 
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Mecredu Hacheei 
Jeudi, Aon pour la Capillotade ; 
Vendredij Point de Gras ; 
Samedi, Sluon me cafe les os, et les cbiensfe 
Cr ever out des rejies de man Mouton. 

We can provide fuch fort of cookery, 
if you will but fend us the efclancbe\ but 
rather bring it with you, for it will eat much 
better, when you are in the company. 

Lord Oxford has been a twelvemonth in 
Herefordjhire, as far from us, literally, tho* 
not geographically, as if he had been with 
you in Ireland. He has writ no more to us, 
than if we were ftill mlnifter^ of (late. But, 
in the balance of account, per contra^ I 
have lord Harley at London -, and have either 
lived with him at fVimple^ or upon him 
here, ever fince his father left us, I know 
no reafon why you fliould not expedl his 
pid:ure, but that he promifed it to you fo 
often. I wrote to him fix months fince, 
and, inftead of acknowledging my letter, 
he took a more compendious way of fend- 
ing a gentleman to lady Harriot y in Dover- 
Jlreet ; and bid him call at IVe/iminJiery to < 
know if I had any thing to fay to his lord.^ 
He was hereto-day, when he was fure thc^ 

fcafFoldfl 
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raffold was ready, and the axe whetted; and 
) in Hereford/hire^ when the confent of all 
lankind either juftifies his miniftry, or fol- 
)Ws the plan of it. The South*Jea com- 
afty have raifed their ftock to three hun- 
ted and fifty^ and he has not fix-pence 
1 it. Thou art a ftranger in Ifrael^ my 
ood friend ; and feemeft to know no more 
f this lord, than thou didft of the Conde 
1? P , when firft I conftrued him to 
bee at the cofFee-houfe. 

I labour under the diftemper you com- 
lain of, deafnefs, efpecially upon the leaft 
old. I did not take care of my ears, till 

knew if my head was my own or not ; 
ut am now fyringing, and I hope to profit 
y it. My coufin is here, and well, aod I fee 
im fometimes ; but I find he has had a 
aution, which depended upon his ex- 
►edling more from court, and is juftifiable 
1 a man, who, like him, has a great fa- 
lily. I have given your compliments to 
ly two favourites. We never forget your 
ealth. 

I have feen Mr. Butler^ and ferved him 

the utmoft of my power with my amici 

otentiores. Though he had a good caufe, 

nd a ftrong recommendation, he trufted 

0^2 wholly 
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wholly to neither of them, but added the 
grcatefl diligence in his folicitations. 

Auditor Harky thanks you, for remem« 
bcring him and his iinging man *. As to 
the affair of fubfcriptions, do all at your 
leifure, and in the manner you judge moft 
proper ; and fo I bid you heartily farewel, 
afluring you, that I am moft truly your's, 

M. ?• 

Friend Ford iaiutes you. Adieu^ 

RicbarJfon^ whom I take to be a better 
painter than any named in your letter, has 
made an excellent pidure of me; from 
whence, lord Karley (whofe it is) has a 
ftamp taken by Vertue. He has given me 
fome of them for you to give to our friends 
at or about Dublin. I virill fend them by 
TTonfotfs canal to Hyde at Dublin^ in fuch a 
manner, as that, I hope, they may come iafb: 
to you. 

* Probably a perfon rtcommendcd to the Dean's^ 

cathedral. 



LE 



( «3 ) 

LETTER CXCVI, 

Sir THOMAS HANMER 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, MildcnhaU, OA. 22, 1720. 

I RECEIVED the favour of a letter 
from you about ten days fince, at which 
time the duke of Oraftm ^ was at London*^ 
but as he was foon expedled in the country, 
and is now a&ually returned, I thought it 
beft, rather than write, to wait for an op- 
portunity of fpeaking to him ; and yefter- 
4ay I went over to his houfe, on purpofe 
to obey your commands. I found he 
was not a ftranger to the Aibjedt of my er- 
Tand ; for he had all the particulars of the 
ftory very pe^eft^ and told me, my lord 
Arran had ^ke to him concerning it -f*. 
I added my fblicitations, backed with the 
reafons, with which you had furnifhed me ; 
and he was fo kind to promife, he would 
by this poft write to the chief juftice; how 

* Cbarlis^ whofe mother Ifahellay daughter of Henry 
Bemut^ earl of ArUngton^ married to her fecond hufband 
Sir Tbonms Htmnur^ 

t The profecution of fTatirs. Seethe following let* 
teip from Sir Cmftaniini Pbipps. 

Q 1 explicitly 
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explicitly or how precifely I cannot fay, 
becaufe men in high ports are afraid of be- 
ing pofitive in their anfwcrs j but I hope it 
will be in fuch a manner as will be 
cfFedual. 

If the thing is done, it will be beft, that 
the means fliould be a fecret by which it is 
brought about; and for this reafon you 
will excufe me, if I avoid putting my name 
to the outfide of my letter, left it fliould 
excite the curiofity of the PoJl-OJice. If this 
affair ends to your fatisfaftion, I am glad it 
has proved to me a caufe of hearing from 
you, and an occafion of affuring you, (hat 
I am. Sir, your very humble fervant, 

THO. HANMER. 

LETTER CXCVII. 

Sir CONSTANTINE PHIPPS 
tp Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Ormond- Street, Jan. 14, lyio-ai* 

Having been a little indifpofcd, I J 
went at Cbrijimas into the country, whiclutf 
prevented me from fooner acknowledging^ 

the favour of your letter. As to H^a 

ters'\ 
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r/s*cafc, I was informed of it; andtbelafl 
rin I fpoke to Mr. attorney-general 'f- a- 
)ut it; but he told me, he could not grant 
writ of error in a criminal cafe, without 
redtion from the king: fo that Waters 
liot like to have much relief from hence, 
id therefore I am glad you have fome 
)pes it will drop in Ireland. I think the 
iicf J juftice (hould have that regard to his 
vn reputation, to let it go off fo; for I 
:licve the oldeft man alive, or any law- 
)ok, cannot give any inftancc of fuch a 
•oceeding. I was informed who was aimed 
by the profeci|tion, which made me very 
jalous in it; which I (hall be in every 
ting, wherein I can be ferviceable to that 

• Dr. Swift's printer : he was profecuted for printing 
Propofal for theuniverfal Vfe of the Irifli Manufaiiures^ 
id by miftake to h^ve been written in 1721. The 
ean, jn his letter to Pf^/, d^ted January 10, 17219 
^s, that the jury, which tried him, had been culled 
ith the utmoft induftry; but that, notwithftanding, 
ey brought him in not guilty. That fVhitfliedj the 
dge, fent them out nine times, and kept them eleven 
lurs ; till, being tired out, they were forced to leave 
e matter to the mercy of the judge by a fpecial ver- 
S. The duke of Grafton^ lord lieutenant, foon after, 
K>n mature advice, and permiflion from England^ 
anted a noli profequi. 
\ • Sir Robert Raymmd' 
% IVhitJhed. 

0^4 gentleman^ 
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gentleman, for whom no body has a greater 
cfteem, than your moft humble and moft 
obedient fenrant, 

CON- PHI P PS. 

LETTER CXCVm, 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 

D E; A R S I R, Weftm. Feb. 28, lyao-ai. 

JL F I am to chide you for not writing to 
me, or beg your pardoui that I have oot 
writ to you, is a queflion j for our conrcf* 
pondence has been fo long interruptedi 
that I fwear I don't know which of ui 
wrote lafl. In all cafes^ I affure you of 
my continual friendfhip, and kindeft re^ 
membrance of yoq ; and, with great plea- 
fure, expert the lame from you, I have 
been ill this winter. Age, I find, come; 
on ; and the cough does not diminifh. 

Nm fum quaUs enm bona 

Sub Regno Cynara Paft for that* 

I am tired with politics, and loft in the - 
Soutb-fea. Th? roaring of the waves, audi 
the madnefs of the people, were juftly putf 
together, I can fend you no fort of news^ 
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:hat holds either connexion or (enfe* It is 
m wilder than St. Anthony's dre^ ; and 
the bagatelle is more folid dian any thing, 
that has been endeavoured here this year^ 

Our old friend Ox is not well, and 

:ontinues in Hereford/hire. John oi Bucks ^ 
lied lafl week, and Coningjby was fent laft 
Bveek to the Tower. I frequently drink 
jrour health with lord H^ley^ who is 
ilways the fame good man, and grows 
laily more beloved as more univerfally 
known. I do fo too with our honeft good 
natured friend Fori^ whom I love for many 
good reafons, and particularly for that he 
loves you. 

How do you do as to your health? Are 
ive to fee you this fummer ? Anfwer me 
thefe queftions. Give my fervice to all 
friends, and believe me to be ever, with 
p-eat truth and efteem, dear Sir, your's,^ 

M. PRIOR. 



• f 



J^hn Sheffiildy duke of BucUnghan^ire.* 
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LETTER CXCIX. 
Mr. P R I O R tQ Dr. S W I F T. 

D E A R S I R, Wcftm. April 15, 17x1. 

j[ K N O W very well, that you can write 
a good letter, if you have a mind to iti 
but that is not the queftion. A letter from 
you fometimes is what I defire, Refcfvc 
your tropes and periods for thofe you love 
lefs; and let me hear how you do, in 
whatever humour you are ; whether lend- 
ing your money to the butchers, proteding 
the weavers, treating the women, or con- 
flruing propria qua maribus to the country 
curate. You and I are fo eftabliftied au- 
thors, that we may write what we will, 
without fear of cenfure : and if we have |iot 
lived long enough to prefer the bagatelk 
to any thing elfe, we deferved to have had 
our brains knocked out ten years ago. 

I have received the money pundlually of 
Mr. Dan. Hayes^ have his receipt, and 
hereby return you all the thanks, that your 
friendfhip in that affair ought to claimi 
and your generofity does contemn. There's 
one turn for you : good. 

The 
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The man you mentioned in your laft has 
been in the country thefe two years, very ill 
in his health, and has not for many months 
been out of his chamber; yet what you 
obferve of him is fo true, that his ficknefs 
is all counted for policy, that he will not 
come up, till the public diftradtions force 
fomebody or other, (whom God knows) 
who will oblige fomebody elfe to fend for 
him in open triumph, and fet him in ftatu 
quo prius. That, in the mean time, he has 
forefeenall that has happened; checkmated 
all the miniflryf and, to divert himfelf at 
his leifure hours, has laid all thofe lime- 
tvvigs for his neighbour Coningjby*, that 
keep that precious bird in the cage, out of 
which himfelf flipt fo cunningly and 
eafily. 

Things, and the way of mens judging 
them,' vary fo much here, that it is im- 
poflible to give you any juft account of 
fome of our friends adtions. Roffen is ipore 
than fufpefted to have given up his party, 
as Sancbo did his fubjecfts, for fo much a 
head, run portant V autre. His caufe, there 
£ore, which is fomething originally like 

• • Thomas^ carl of Coningjby^ created fo by king 
Ciwgi I. in 1719/ 

that 
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that of Lutrin, is oppofed or negleded 
by his ancient friends^ and openly fuftained 
by the miniftry. He cannot be lower in die 
opinion of moft men, than he is; and I wiih 
cur friend JE2^ — ♦ were higher than he is. 

Our young Har/ey's vice is no moit 
covetoufnefSf than plainnefs of fpeech is 
that of his couiin T^m. His lordfliip is 
really amabiKs^ and lady Harriette, adorank. 

I tell you no new$» but that the whole 
is a complication of miftakes in policy, and 
of knavery in the execution of it : Of the 
minifters I fpeak, for the moft part, as well 
ccdefiaftical as civil. This is dl the trad) 
I can tell you, except one, which I am fare 
you receive very kindly, that I am ever 
your friend' and your fervant, 

M. PRIOR. 

Friend Sbelton^ commonly called DMt 
Dlci, is with mew We drink your health. 
Adieu. 

• « Lord Hmrcntrt.* 
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LETTER Ca 
rd BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT 

July 28, 1721. 

M E V E R was fo angry in all my life, 
'. was with you laft week» on the receipt 
your letter of the 19th of June. The 
ream pleafure it gave me takes away all 
excufes^ which I had invented for your 
g negleft. I defign to return my hum« 
thanks to thofe men of eminent grati-* 
ie and integrity, the weavers and the 
gesy and earneftly to entreat them, in« 
id of tofling you in the perfon of your 
\xy, who had need to have iron ribs to 
lure all the drubbings you will procure 
n, to tofs you in your proper perfon, 

I next time you offend, by going about 
talk fenfe, or to do good to the rabble. 
It poflible, that one of your age and pro- 
Hon (hould be ignorant, that this mon« 
Dus beafl has paflions to be moved, but 

reafon to be appealed to ; and that plain 
ith will influence half a fcore men at 
)ft in a nation, or an age, while myftery 

II lead millions by the nofe ? 

Dear 
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Dear Jonathan, fincc you cannot refolve 
to write as you preach, what public au- 
riiority allows, what councils and fenates 
have decided to be orthodox, inflead of 
what private opinion fuggefts, leave off in* 
ftrufting the citizens of Dublin. Believe 
me, there is more pleafure, and more 
merit too, in cultivating friendfliip^ than 
in taking care of the ftate. Fools and 
knaves are generally beft fitted for the laft; 
and none but men of fenfe and virtue arc 
capable of the other. How comes it then 
to pafs, that you, who have fenfe, tho' you 
have wit, and virtue, tho* you have kept 
bad company in your time, fhould be fo 
furprized, that I continue to write to you, 
and expeft to hear from you, after feven 
years abfence ? 

Anni pradantur euntes^ fay you; and 
time will lop off my luxuriant branches: 
perhaps it will be fo. But I have put the 
pruning-hook into an hand, whicK works 
hard to leave the other as little to do of 
that kind as m/iy be. Some fuperfluous 
twigs are every day cut ; and, as they leffcn 
in number, the bough, which bears the 
golden fruit of friendfliip, (hoots, fwells, 
andfpreads. 

Our 
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Our friend told you what he heard, and 
what was commonly fald, when he told 
you, that I had taken the fancy of growing 
rich. If I could have refolved to think two 
minutes a day about flocks, to flatter 
Law* half an hour a week, or to have 
any obligation to people I neither loved 
nor valued, certain it is, that I might have 
gained immenfely. But not caring to follow 
the many bright examples of thefe kinds, 
which Frawe furnifhed, and which England 
fcnt us over, I turned the little money I 
had of my own, without being let into any 
fecrct, very negligently : and if I have fe- 
cured enough to content me, it was becaufe 
I was foon contented. I am forry to hear 
you corifefs, that the love of money has got 
into your head. Take care, or it will, ere 
long, fink into your heart, the proper feat 
of paffions. P/ato, whom you cite, looked 
upon riches, and the other advantages of 
fortune, to be defirable ; but he declared, 
as you have read in Diogenes Laertius ; 
Ea etji non ajiuerint^ nibilominus tamen beatum 
Jhrefapientem. You may think it, perhapS| 

♦ The proje(5lor of the ATiJlJiffippi fchemc in Franciy 
which produced the Soutf>fea fchemc here, 

hard 
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hard to rcconcUc his two journies into Sicify 
with this maxim, cfpecially fince he got 
four-fcorc talents of the tyrant. But I can 
aflure you, that he went to the elder 
Hionyfius only to buy books, and to the 
younger only to borrow a piece of ground,, 
and a number of men, women and children, 
to try his Utopia. Arijiippus was in Sicify 
at the fame time ; and there pafled fome 
Billingfgate between thefc reverend pcrfons. 
This philofopher had a much ftronger fancy 
to grow rich than Plato : he flattered, he 
cracked jefts, and danced over a ftick to get 
fome of the Sicilian gold ; but ftill even he 
took care, ^ res, non fe rebus fubmittere. 
And I remember, with grea^ edificatiofl, 
how he reproved one of his catechumeni, 
who blufhed, and fhrunk back, when his 
mafter fhewed him the way to the bawdy- 
houfe. Non ingredi turpe ejiy fed egreJi mn 
pojfe turpe eft. The conclufion of all if 
this ; un bonnete homme ought to have centi 
mille Irores de rente, if you pleaie ; but a 
wife man will be happy with the hundredth 
part. Let us not refufe riches, when tlicjr 
offer themftlves ; but let us give them no 
room in our heads or our hearts. Let us 
enjoy wealth, without fufferine it fo bc- 
4 come 
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i-ome nfeCiflary to lie. And, lo fihilh with 
one of Seneca*^ quaint fentences; Xjet as place 
k fo, ibat fdrtwne may take it mtbdut' 
tearing it from us. The paflage you men- 
tion does follow that, which I quoted 
to you, and the advice is good. Salon 
thought fo; nay, he went further: and 
you remember the reafon he gave for fitting 
in the council of Pijijlratus, whom he 
had done his utmod to oppofe ; and who> 
by the way, proved a vtff good priAce» 
But the epiftle is hot writ by Cicerd^ ai 
you feem to thinks It is, if I miflake 
Hot, an epifUe df Dolabella to him. Cat&^ 
yoM fay> would not ht of the fatne mind. 
Cato is a moft vehefable name, and Dold'^ 
Mia was but a fcbuhdrel with wit and 
Valour ; and yet there is better fenfe^ nay» 
there is more virtue^ in what Dolabella 
advifes^ than in the conduS: of Cato^ I 
mnil own my wtaknefs to you. This Cato% 
io fung by Lucan in every page, and fo 
much better fung by Firgil iii half a line, 
ftrikes me with no great refpcdl* When 
I fee hLth painted in all the glorious colours^ 
which eloquenct furnifhes^ I call ^o mind 
that image of him, which Tir/^ gives in 
one of his letters to AtticuSf, or to ibmebody 
Vot, IL R clfc, 
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clfc ; where he fays, that having a mind to 
keep a debate from coming on in the fe- 
nate, they made Cato rife to fpcak^ and 
that he talked till the hour of propoiing 
matters was over. I'uify infinuates, that 
they often made this ufc of him. Docf 
not the moving pidlure fhift ? Do you 
not behold Clarke of Hauntondean^ in the 
gown of a Roman fenator, fending out the 
members to pifs ? The cenfor ufcd (harp 
medicines; but, in his time, the patient 
had flrength to bear them. The fecond 
Cato inherited this receipt without hU 
fkill ; and, like a true quack, he gave the 
remedy, becaufe it was his only one, tho' 
it was too late. He haftened the patient's 
death ; he not not only haftened it, he made 
it more convulfive and painful. 

The condition of your wretched country 
is worfe than you reprefent it to be* The 
healthful Indian follows his mafter^ who 
died of ficknefs, to the grave; but I much 
doubt, whether thofe charitable legillators 
exftdk the fame, when the mafter is a lunt-. 
tick, and cuts his own throat. I mourn 
over Ireland with all my heart, but I pity 
you more. In reading your letter, I ftcl 
your pulfe ; and J judge of your diftemper 
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as furely by the figures, into which you caft 
lirour ink> as the learned ddftdr, at the band 
and the urinal\ could do^ if he pored over 
your water; You are really in a very bad 
way; Vou Jay your memory declines : I 
believe it does, fince you forget your 
friends^ artd fince Repeated importunity can 
hardly draw a token of remembrance from 
^od. There are bad airs for the nnind, ' as 
well a^ the body : and what do ybu ima-^ 
^ne^ that Plato^ fiiAe you have fet fac 
tapon quoting him (v^ho thtoked heitven, 
Ihat he tvas not zBceatian) would have faid 
&f the ultima Thuk ? Shake off your laii- 
he&i Gamble over hither^ and fpend ibme 
teontks in a kinder climate. Voii will be 
ki danger of meeting but one plague here, 
and tyou vfrill leave many behind you* Here 
Jrou will come among people, who lead a life 
Angular enough to hit your humoufi Co 
near thrt world, as to have all its con- 
Veriiencies ; fo far from the wofld, as to be 
a ftranger to dl its inconveniencies j Want- 
ing nothings which goes to the cafe and 
happinefs of life i embarraffed by nothing, 
which is cumberfome. I dare almofi ven- 
ture to fay, that you wiH like us better than 
the perfofts you live with, and that we ihall 

R 2 be 
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be able to make yoa retrograde (that I 
may ufc a cmonical fiinile) as the fun 
did on the dial of Hezecbias^ and begin 
anew the tvvelve years, which you com- 
plain are gone. We will reftorc to you 
th^'u'gros angujiofronte capUhs I and, with 
thsm, the dulce loqui\ the ridere decorum^ 
et inter vina fugam Cynarce moerere proterva. 
Haceft vita folutorum mjferd ambitione gravi- 
que, and jiot your's* 

I was going to finifli with my fheet of 
paper ; but having bethought myfelf, that 
you deferve fome more punifhment, and 
calling all my anger againft you to my iid, I 
refolve, fince I am this morning in the 
humour of fcribbling, to make my letter at 
Icaft as long as one of your fermons ; and, 
if you do not mend, my next fhall be as 
long as one of Dr. Manton's *, who taught 
my youth to yawn, and prepared me to be 
an high -churchman, that I might never hear 
him read, nor read him more. 

You muft know, that I am as bufy about 
my hermitage, which is between the Chateau 

• * Thomof MantoHy D. D. who had been ejcficJ 
from the rciflory of Covcnt-^ardertj for non-con fbnnitfi 
after the tcftoration. He was a voluminous writer 
in divinity, and publifhcd a large folio of fermons on 
the xi9th pfalm/ 

and 
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and the Maifon Bourgeorfe^ as if I was to 
pafs my life in it : and, if I could fee yoi 
now and then, I fhould be willing enough 
to do fo. I have in my wood the biggeft 
and cle^reft fpring perhaps in Europe, 
which forms, before it leaves the park, a 
more beautiful river than any which flows 
in Greek or Latin vcrfe. I have a thoufand 
projeds about this fpring, and, among 
others, one, which will employ fome 
marble. Now marble, you know, makes 
one think of infcriptions : and if you will 
corredt this, which I have not yet com* 
mitted to paper, it (hall be graved, and 
help to fill the table-books of Spons and 
fdi/fons * yet to come. 

IPropter JUem adverfus Regtnam, et partes^ 

Intemerate fervatam, 
Propter operam, in pace genfrali conciliandd 
Strenue faltem navatam. 
Impotent ia vefana faSionis 
Solum vertere coaMus, 
Hie ad aqua lene caput facra 
Injujli exuldt 
Duke vivit 
H. DeB. Jin. tie. 

• * Jamis Sp§H^ M. D. and Maximilian Mjlfon^ wcr*- 
two. .eminent travellers, who have publiflied their 
Irav^it ; in which are inferted many infcriptions/ 

R 3 Ob 
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0^ wtrc bcttcif than propter ^ but ob ope^ 
ramvfoxxXdi never pleafe the ear. In a pro- 
per place, before the front of the houfcj^ 
which I have new built, I have a mind ^ 
jnfcribc this piece ^f patch-*work. 

Si refipifcat patria^ in patriafitre£turm\^ 

Si non refiptfcat^ ubivis melius quam inttr 

tales civesfuturus^ 

Hone villam injlauro et exorno: 

HinCf velut ex portu, alienos cqfus^ 

Et fortuna hdum infokjttem 

Cernere Jiiave ejl. 

Tiicy mortem nee appetens nee timenj^ 

Jnnocuis deliciis^ 

Do^d^quiete^ 

et 

Felicis animi immqtd tranquillitate^ 

Frunifcor. 

Hie mibi vivam quod fupereji cut e^f^ 

atft avi^ 

If in a year's time you fhpuld find leifure. 
to write to me, fend me fome qiottos fot 
groves, and ftreams, and fine profp^i^, and 
retreat, and contempt of grandeur, (Se. I 
have one for my green-houfes, and one !oi 
an alley, which leads to my apartmentt 

whichj 
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which are happy enough. The firft is. 
Hie ver aJJUuum atquealienis menjibus afias. 
The other is, fallentis femita n^ita. 

You fee I amufe myfelf de la bagatelle as 
much as you ; but here lies the difference ; 
your bagatelle leads to fomething better; 
as fiddlers flourish carelefsly, before they 
play a fine air. But mine begins, proceeds, 
and ends in bagatelle. 

Adieu : it is happy for you that my hand 
is tired. 

I'll take care, that you fhall have my 
pidlure, and I am fimple enough to be 
obliged to you for aiking for it. If you do 
not write to mc foon, I hope it will fall 
down as foon as you have it^ and break 
yoqr head, g 

LETTER CCL 

Duchefs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFt. 
SIR, Sept. I, 1721. 

1 DON'T icnotw how to account for your 
long filence, unkft your time has been 
taken up in making an intereft with thofc 
in power here, for one of the two arch- 
biftioprics, that» we hear, were void; (but 
I am very glad, are not fo). Set your lieart 
R 4 *t 
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at reft, for they a,re promifed 5 and therefore 
you may as well wr^tc tQ a lifter, when 
next you honoiir this kingdom with any 
difpatches. As tp any greater; people, it 
is a Hiamc to think how yQU have neglei^^ 
thofc of your own h^ufe, I had once de- 
termined to write to you no more, fince no 
anfwer was to be cxpefted ; but then rcr 
venge came into my head, and I was rcr 
iblved to teaze you, till at laft, to he quiet, 
you would fend me fame plaufiblc e3i;cufe at 
kaft, for never ©nquiring after brother or 
j(ifter. I wonder when you'll be good-, 
natured enough to come and fee how we doj 
but Ireland hfls fuch powerful charms, that 
I queftion whether you would leav^ it tp^ht 
one of our archbifliops. I was at your 
brother -^rr^7«'s* a good while this fum- 
mer, and have been much upon the ramble, 
or elfe you'd have fooner had thefe juft 
reproaches from me ; whom you have no 
way of appcafing, but by a letter of at lead 
|bur fides of paper : thougl^ I am fo good 
a Chriflian, upon this occafion^ as to be^. 
notwithftanding all this ill treatment. 
Sir, your moft fincerc friend. 
And humble fervant, 

M. O R M Q N V, 

f Another pf the fixtcen. 

LET.- 
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Jfc E T T E R ecu. 
Pr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL** 
DEAR JACK, Gdlftown, Sept. 14, 1721* 

I ANSWERED your letter long ago, 
and have little to fay at prcfent. I fliall be 
in town by the beginning of next month, 
altho' a fit of good weather would tempt 
mc a week longer; for I never faw o^ 
heard of ib long a continuance of bad, which 
has hindered me from feveral little ram^^ 
blcs I, in tended 5 butt row or ride every 
day, in fpite of th? raiij, in fpite of a broken 
ihin, or falling into the lakes, and feveral 
other trifling accidents, {^ray what have 
you done with the Litchfield man ? Hath 
hp mended fiis voice, or is he content to fit 
down with his Cbrijicburcb preferment ? I 
doubt IVf rs. Brent will be at a ]ofs about her 

* This gentleman was a foundling, and Swift ufed to 
call him MeUhifedeek^ becaufe Milch^edeck is faid to have 
had neither father nor mother : he was a clergyman, a 
mafter of arts, a reader, and a vicar of £«;{//'$ cathedral, 
and mafter of the fong : he was nearly of the Dean's 
own ftanding in the college, had good fenfeand much 
humour. His wife was a woman of great fprightlinefs, 
good-nature, and generofity ; remarkably cleanly, and 
elegant in her perfon, in her houfe, and at her table \ 
the Dean therefore was of his guefts, and contraAed 
^^rcax intimacy with him* 

in- 
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induftry books, for want of a new leaf, 
with a lift drawn of the deb tors •'^ I know 
you are fuch a bungler you cannot do it, and 
therefore I defire that you would, in a loofe 
{heet of paper, make a fiirvey lift, in your 
bungling manner^ as foon as ftie wants it, 
and let that ferve till I come. Prefent my 
fervice to Mrs. WorralL I wonder how you 
and (he and your heir hayp fpent the fum- 
mer, and how often you h?ive been at Dun- 
leary^ and whether you have got her another 
horfe, and whether (he hates dying and the 
country as much as ever, — PefirQ Mrs^ 
Brent ^ if a meffenger goes from hence, to 
give him my fuftian waiftcoat, beqaufe the 
mortxingagrow cold*, I have now and then 
fome threatnings with my head j but have 
never been abfolutely giddy above a minute, 
and cannot complain of my health* I thank 
God. Pray fend them inclofed to the paft- 
office^ I hear you have let your houfc to 
Mrs. Dapping^ who will be a good tenant, 
if ftie lives. I fuppofe your new houfe is 
finiflied, and if Mrs. Wf^rall docs not air it 
well, it may get you a new wife, which I 
would not have you tell her, becaufe it 
will do the bufinefs better than a boat tt 
Dally. I hope you have ordered an account 

of 
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pf abfent vicars^ and that their bel)aviouF 
has not been fb bad as ufual during my jlick«* 
ffitfs in town; if fo, I have but an iU 
fub-dean« 

I am, Sir, your's, &c. 

p. S. Tell Mrs, Brf9t% that, if JLMfi agrees, . 
I will but be gUd one of his hogmeads was 
left unrack'd* 

LETTER CCIII. ' 
|Lor4 BOI^INCBROKE to Dr. SWfFT. 

Jan, I, I 721-2. 

IrECEIVED your letter of the twenty- 
iiinth oiSeptember\ above a fortnight ago; 
and ihould have fet you an example, bj 
^fwering it inmiediately, (which I do not 
remember you ever (et me) if I had not been 
obliged ^o abandon the filence and quiet of 
|his beloved retreat, and tp thruft myfelf 
into the hurry and rabble of an impertii^ 
pent: tpwn. In lefs than ten days, which I 
fpent at Paris^ I was more than ten times 
pn the po^t of leaving my bufinefs there 
undone; and yet this bufinefs was to 
fave fourrfifths of four hundred thoufand 
livre$, which I have on the town-houfei 
reftes miferables du naufrage de ma fortune^ 

Luckily 
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Luckily I had the fear of you before my 
eyes; and tho' I cannot hope todeferve your 
cfteem by growing rich, I have endeavour- 
ed to avoid your contempt by growing 
poor. The expreflion is equivocal ; a faqlt, 
which our language often betrays thofe, who 
fcribble haftily, into ; but your own con- 
fcience will ferve for a comment, and fix 
the fcnfe. Let me thank you for remem- 
bering me in your prayers, and for ufing 
your credit above fo generoufly in my 
behalf. To defpife riches with Seneca's 
purfe, is to have at once all the advaot^e^ 
of fortune and philofophy. 

^id voveat duJci nutricula majus alumno ? 

You are not like H. Guy^, who, among 
other excellent pieces of ad vice gave me this, 
when I firft came to court ; to be very n\Q- 
derate and modeft in my applications for my 
friends, and very greeiy and importunate, 
when I afked for myfelf. You call Tuify 

• * Hifffj Gujy who had been fecretary to the treaftiry 
d\^ring three fucceflive reigns, i\sA February 7.^^ 1710, 

and left to JVilliam PulUneyy Efq; late cftri of Batb^ near 

forty thoufand pounds, with an eftatc of about five hun- 
dred pounds a year; as the latter owns, in his Jn/iverti 

§niP/2rt dfalaU in/amom Libel^ &c. publifhed in 1731, 

P- 39-' 
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names, to revenge Cato*s quarrel ; and to 
revenge Tu/fy's, I am ready to fall foul oa 
Seneca. You churchmen have cried him 
up for a great faint; and, as if you ima- 
gined, that to have it believed, he had a 
month's mind to be a Chriftian, would re- 
fledt fome honour on Chriftianity, you em- 
ployed one of thofe pious frauds, fo fre- 
quently pradifed in the days of primitive 
fimplicity, to impofe on the world, a pre** 
tended correfpondence between him and 
the great apoftlc of the Gentiles ♦, Your 
partiality in his favour fhall biafs me no 
more than the pique, which J^ion Cqffhis and 
others (hew againft him. Like an equit- 
able judge, I (hall only tax hini with avarice 
in his profperity, adulation in his adverfity, 
and affedation in every ftate of life. Was 
I confiderable enough to be baniflied from 
my country, methinks I would not purchafe 
my reftoration, at the expence of writing 

* « It confifts of thirteen letters, which Teemed to^ 
St. Jertnii and St. Auguftin to have been genuine. But 
DuPin {NouvelU Bmothequi da Auteurs E£clifiqftijuis^ 
Tom. I. p. 24. Edit. 1690, quarto) acknowledges, that 
they contain nothing worthy of the apoftle or philofoper, 
and have not the le2l refemblance to the ftyle of either. 
This is likewife the jjudement of the. moft learned 
amon^ the modern critics. 

fucli 
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fucK a letter to the prince himfel/i is yOdf 
Chriftian 5toic wrote to the emperor's flave^ 
l^alybius*. ThuS I think of thfc man^ and 
yet I read the author With plealufc ; tho' 
I join in condemning thofe points^ wbich 
be introduced into the Latin fttle; thof6 
eternal witticifim, ftrung like beads io^ 
gether, and thiat impudent mantier of talk<» 
ing to the paffions, before lie hair gohd 
about to convince the judgment; which 
ErafmuSf if I remember right, objcjftS.td 
liim* He is feldom inftrudtive, but he is 
perpetually entertaining; and when he 
gives you no new idea^ he f efleds your owtt 
back upon you with new luflre« I havd 
lately wrote an excellent treatife in praife of 
exile -f . Many of the hints are taken froni 
Confolatia ad Hehiam, and other pai'ts of h\i 
works* The whole is turned on his ftik 
and manner ; and there is as much of the 
ipirit of the portique, as I could infufe 
without running too far in the mirabmaf 
inopinatat et paraddxay which l!^uUy^ and 
I think Seneca himfelf, ridicules the fchooi 
cf Zend for< That you may laugh at ratf 

♦ * Sinica ii Ctnfilationi ad PolyUumJ 
t * It IS printed in hit works, under tbe titit of i2^ 
ftihwii upon ExiU* 

2 in 
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in your turn» I own ingenloufly^ that I 
began in jell, grew ferious at the third oc 
fourth page» and convinced myfelf, before 
I had done, of what perhaps I (hall never 
convince any other, that a man of fenfe and 
virtue may be unfortunate, but can never be 
unhappy. Do not imagine, however, that I 
have a mind to quarrel with Arijlippus : 
he is ftill my favourite among the philofb* 
phers ; and, if I find fome faults in him^ 
they are few and venial. 

You do me much honour, in facing, 
that I put you ip mind of lord Digiy* i 
but fay it to no one elfe, for fear of paffing 
for partial in your parallels, which has done 
Plutarch more hurt than it has done good 
to his Grecian heroes. I had forgot, or 1 
never knew, the remarkable paiTage, which 
you mention. Great virtue, unjuftly per^ 
fecuted, may hold fuch language, and will 
be heard with applaufe, with general ap« 
plaufe I mean, not univerfal. There was 
at Athens a wretch, who fpit in the face of 
Arijiides^ as he marched firm, calm, and 

* < Giorgi lord Dighy^ afterwards earl of BriM. Dr. 
9tmft^ in a letter to lord BoUnghroke^ dated April %^ i?^?* 
andf printed in his works, ftifes lord Digbj the prototype 
of lord BiUngbroke.* 

almoft 
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almoft gtfy, to executipn. Perhaps thcrd 
was not another man among the Athefiiam^ 
capable of the fame vile adion. And for 
the honoirr of my country, I will believe^ 
that there are few men in England^ befidef 
lord Oxford^ Capable of hearing that ftraiii 
of eloquence, without admiration, Thcj^ 
is a fort of kindred in fouls, and they are 
divided into more families than we are apt 
to imagine. Digby and Harley are abfolutc 
ftrangers to one another. Touch an unifort> 
and all the unifons will give the fame ibund; 
but you may thrum a lute till your fingcrsi 
are fore, and you will draw no found out of 
a Jew's harp. 

I thank you for correding ftiy infcrip- 
tions, and I thank you ftill more for pro- 
mifing to gather up mottos for me, and to 
write often to me. I am as little given to 
beg correfpondents, as you are to beg ' 
piSures j but fincc I cannot live with you, 
I would fain hear from you. To grow old 
with good fenfe, and a good friend, was thd 
wifli of l!bales ; I add, with good health : to 
enjoy but one and an half of thefe three, 1» 
hard. I have heard of Prior\ death -j*, and 

t < He died ^ir^MS, 1721/ 

of 
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fdf his epitaph *; and have feen a Arangc 
books Writ by a grave and eloquent doifior ^f*, 
about the duke oi Buckingham/hire. People^ 
who talk much in that moment^ can have, 
as I believe^ but one of thefe two prin- 
€tples» fear, or vanity. It is therefore 
much better to hold one's tongue. I am 
lorry, that the iirft of thefe perfons, our old 
acquaintance Matt^ lived fo poor as you 
reprefent him^ I thought that a certain 
lord %9 whofe marriage with a certain 
heirefs was the ultimate end of a ceftaia 

• * In the following triplet, written by himfclf, 

** To me 'tis given to die ; to you 'tis given 1 
•'^ To live. Alas ! one moment fets us even. >• 
^< Mark how impartial is the will of heaven !" j 

Bi^p Aiterhury^ in a letter to Mr. P^, dated %ip9. 
a7» 1721, fays$ •** I will take care to make gooid^ 
•• in every refped, what I faid to him when living, 
•• particularly as to the triplet he wrote for his owA 
^* epitaph ; which, while we were on good terms, I Wir 
** mifed him ihould never appear on his tomb while X 
*« was dean oHVeftminfttr:* 

t * Richard Fiddis^ D. D. publiflied in 1721, in 
OSavo, A LetUr in anfwer to one from a Freethinker \ oc- 
tafioned by the late Duke «/*Buckinghamfhire'j Epitaph ; 
wherein certain Pajfages in ity that have been thought except 
tionaUej are vindicated j and the DoSlrine of the Soul's Im- 
emrtality afferted^ l^c. This was followed by A fecond 
Later J publifhed the fame year.' 

X * Edward lord Harley^ who married in OSiober 1713, 
the lady Henrietta Cavendijh HoilcSj only daughter and 
heir of John duke of Newca/lle/ 

Vol. II. S admi- 
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adminiftration, had put him above want. 
Prior might juftly enough have addrefled 
himfelf to his young patron^ as our friend 
Ariflippus did to Dionji/ius ; You have money^ 
which I want« I have wit and knowledge, 
which you want^ I long to fee your 
travels:^; for, take it at you will, I do not 
retradt what I faid. I will undertake tcr 
find, in two paiges of your bagatelles^ more 
good fenfe, ufeful knowledge, and true re^ 
ligion, than you can (hew me in the workit 
of nineteen in twenty of the profound 
divines and philofophers of the age. 

I am obliged to return to Farts in a month 
or fix weeks time, and from thence .wiU 
fend you my pidure. Would to heaven 
I could (end you as like a pi<^ure of my 
mind': you would find yourfelf, in that 
draughty the obje<3: of the truefl: efleem and 
the fincerefl friendfliip. 

. t * GuH\vn\: 
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LETTER CCIV^ 
>r. S N A P E to Dr. SWIFT. 

REVEREND SIR» Windibr^Ap. 13,172a. 

. TAKE the opportunity of twooft>ur 
loir going over to try their fortune irf your 
luntiy, at once to return my thanks for a 
try obliging letter you favoured me with 
me years ago, and your kind interpretation 
my endeavours at that time to aifert 
ic caufe of our eftablifhment againfl- a 
"elate^, who was undermining it: and 
Co to recommend to your favour the bearer, 
^r% E^orJ^ who, upon the encouragement 
' your worthy primate, is going to fettle 
^magb. I cannot pretend to fay, he has 
e fame compafs of voice with his late 
other, whom the good queen Co much 
mired ; but I will venture to £iy, he has a 
eater compafs of underftanding; and, upon 
e whole, that he is a good choir- man. 
be other, that bears him company, was a 
ry ufeful chorifter to us. His voice, iince 
; breaking, is fomewhat harfh, but I be- 

• < Bifbop Hoadfy: 
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licvc will grow mellower. If you find either 
of them for your purpofc, cfpecially the 
bearer, when you have a vacancy in your 
churchy I (hall be much obliged to yoo 
for any favour you arc pleaied to fhcw him^ 
and be feady to approve myielf, on any 
occafion, reverend Sir, your moA: obedient 
aiiid affectionate fervant^ 

A. s N A p e: 

LETTER CCV. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S W I F T. 
DEAR SIR, London, Dec. 22, l72^ 

After every poft-day, for thcfc 
eight or nine years, I have been troubled 
with an uneafmefs of fpirit^ and, at laft, 
I have refolved to get rid of it,, and write 
to you. I don't deferve you fhould think 
fo well of me as I really deferve; for 
I have not profefled to you, that I. love 
you as much as ever I did : but you are 
the only perfon of my acquaintance al- 
moft, that does not know it. Whoever 
I fee, that comes from Ireland^ the firft 
queftion I afk is after your health; of 
which I had the pleafure to hear very 

lately 
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itdy from Mr. Berkeley, I thinJ('6f y^ou 
^ry often: no-bqdy widiee you bet*- 
:r, or longs more to fee you* Duke 
^ifncy^ who knows more news than any 
lan alive^ told me I fhould certainly n;ieet 
>u at the Bath this feafon : but I had one 
>mfort in being difappointed, that you 
A not want it for your health. I was 
lere for near eleven weeks for a cho- 
c^ that I have been often troubled with of 
te ; but have not found all the benefit I 
rpedlcd. 

I lodge^ at prefent, in BurUngtM'-boufe^ 
id have received many civilities from many 
-eat men, but very few real benefits. They 
onder at each other for not providing for 
le I and I wonder at them all. Experience 
as given me fome knowledge of them \ 
) that I can fay» that it is not in their 
3Wer to diiappoint me. You find I talk 
> you of myiclf ; I wiih you would reply 
I me in the fame manner. I hope, though 
w have not heard of me fo long, I have 
Dt loft my credit with you^ but that you 
ill think of me in the fame manner, as 
hen you efpoufed my caufe fo warmly \ 
hich my gratitude never can forget. I 
S 3 ^«^» 
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amf dear Sir, your moft obligod, and fincere 
humble fenrstfit, 

J. G A Y, 

p. S. Mn A^, upon rcadin^'ovcr this letter, dc- 
iired me to tell you, that he has been juft in the 
^me fenttm^nts with me, in regard to yom 
an4 (haU iiever forget his obligations tp you. 

LETTER CCVt 
Dr. SWIFT to the Duk? of GR AFTOlf , 

MY LORD, Publin, Jan. 24^ 17M-3. 

I RECEIVED lately from the dean of 
JXowne a favourable meffage from your 
grace, relating to a clergyman, who mar-i 
xied my near relation, and whafe eftate ia 
much incumbered by a long fuit at law* 
I return my moft humble acknowledgegaentSr 
for your grace's favourable anfwer. I can 
aflure your grace, that in thofe times, when 
I was thought to have fome credit with 
perfons in power, I never ufed it to my own 
intereft, and very rarely for that of otherSt 
unlefs where it Was for the public advan- ^ 
tage; neither (hall I ever be a troublefome 
or common petitioner to your grace. I am 
forry the archbifhop of DubHn ^ fhould in« 

• • Dr. King: 

terpoii) 
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terpofe in petty matters^ when he has juftly 
fo much weight in things of greater mo« 
ment. How fhall we, the humbleft of 
your addreflers, make our way to the 
imalleft mark of your favour? I defired 
your fecretary, Mr. Hopkins^ (whom I hare 
long known) to deal plainly with me, as 
with a man forgotten, and out of the world, 
and, if he thought my requeft unreafon* 
able, I would drop it. This he failed to 
do; and therefore I here complain of him 
to your grace, and will do fo to himfelf^ 
becaufe I have long done with court an«» 
Cvers. 

I heartily wi(h your grace full fuccefs ia 
all yosr great and good endeavours for 
the fervice of your country, and par- 
ticularly of this kingdom ) aijd am, with 
the greateft refpe£fc, my lord, your grace's 
moft obedient, and moft humble fervant^ 

JONATH. SWIFT, 
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LET T E R eCVII. 
Mr. G A Y to Dk. 5i W I F T. 

London, Feb. 3» X722-J. 

U made m^ happy in anfwering my 
laft letter in fo kind a pianner,^ which,^ 
to common appearanccj^ I did not defcrvci 
but I believe you guefled my thQughtSi an4 
knew, that I had not forgot yoii^ and tha^ 
r always loved you. \Vhen I found* that my 
Book was not fcnt ^a you by Tooics^ Jervm 
undertook it, and gave it to Mr. MaxweB^ 
lyho married a niece of ^^r^ Meredifi's. I 
am furprizcd ypu have heard nothing of it j| 
but y<?fz;<7/> has promifed me to write about 
it, fo that i hope you will have it delivered tc^ 
you foon. Mr, Congrevtl fee often: he 
always mentions you v^ith the ftrongcft cx- 
preltions of efteem and friendihip. He 
laboifrs ftill under the famq afilidtio^s, as 
to his fight and gout i but, in his interval 
of health, he has not loft any thing of his 
chearful temper. I pafled all the laft feafoa 
with hin\ at the Bath^ and I have great 
reafon to value myfelf upon his friendfliip; 
for I am fure he fincerely wifhes me well. 

Wc 
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We pleafed ouriblves with the thoughts of 
feeing 3roii there; but duke Difney^ who 
knows more intelligence thain any body be«> 
fides, chanced to give us a wrong informa** 
tion. If you had beenthere^ the duke pro^ 
mifed, upon my giving him notice, to make 
you a vifit. He often talks of you, and 
wiOies to fee you. 

I was two or three days ago at Dr. Arbutb^ 
not's, who told me, he Wrote you three let* 
ters, but had received no anfwer. Hecharged 
ine to fend you his advice, which is, to come 
(o England and fee your friends. This, ha. 
affirms (abftraCted from the dcfire he has to 
|ce you) to be very good for your health. 
^e thinks, that your going to Spa, and 
drinking the waters there, vrauld be of 
great fervice to you» if you have refolution 
f nough (Q take the journey. But he would 
have you try England firft,. I like the pre- 
scription very much^ but I own, I have 
% ielf::interef): ih it^ for your taking this 
journey would certainly do me a great deal 
of good* Pope has juft. now embarked 
himfelf in another great undertaking as an 
author; for, oflate^ he has talked only 
as a gardener. He has engaged to tranflate 
the Odyjfey in three years, I believe rather 

out 
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out of a profpeA of gain than inclination ; 
for I am perfuaded he bore his part in the 
lofs of the Soutb-fia. He lives moftly at 
Twickenham^ and amufes hinifelf in his 
houfe and garden. I fupp'd about a fort« 
night ago with lord Batburji and Levfis^ at 
Dr. Arbuthhofs. Whenever year old ai> 
quaintance meet» they never fail of ex- 
preffing their want of you. I wiih you 
would come, and be convinced, that what 
I tell you is true. 

As for the reigning amufement of the 
town, it is intirely mufic ; real fiddles, bafs 
viols, and hautboys; not poetical harps, 
lyres and reeds. There's nobody allowed 
to fay, IJingi but an eunuch, or an Italkm 
womt^n. Evfry body is grown now as 
great a jud^Q of mufic, as they were, in 
your time^ of poetry; and folks, that could 
not diftinguifh one tune from another, now 
daily difpute about the different ftiles of 
HandeU Bononcirih ^d AttiHo. People havt 
now forgot Homer, and Virgit^ ^n&<:^afan 
or, at leaft, they have loft their ranks. 
For in London and Wefiminfier^ in all polite 
conveffationsv Senefino is daily voted to be 
thegreateft man that ever lived. 

I am 
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I am obliged to you for your advice» as I 
have been formerly for your afliftance, in 
introdudng me into buiiners, 1 ihall this 
year be a commiflioner of the ftate-Iotteiy^ 
which will be worth to me a huadred and 
fifty pounds. And I am not without hopet, 
that I have friends, that will think of fome 
better and more certain provifion for me^ 
You fee I talk to you of mjrielf, as a thing 
of confequence to you. I judge by my-. 
felf ; for to hear of your he^th aild happi-> 
nefs, will always be one of my greateft 
fatisfa^ons. Every one, that I have named 
in the letter, give their fervice to you. I beg 
jrou to give mine, Mr. Pope's^ and Mr. 
Kenf% *, to Mr. Ford. I am, dear Sir, your 
fjioft faithful and moft Humble fervant, 

J. GAY. 

t A celebrated iiimyer, to whom P^pij fpeaking of 
tifi>ir^'% feat of the late' Mr. lPiHmnf%y wit a moft ele- 
l^t cpmplimf lit : 

ff Wl^ fjm and natu^ vie for ?ilhani% love.'^ 
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LETTER CCVIII. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

. Indorfedy 
D E A R S I R, « Received Nov. 17, 1723." 

X HAVE as good a right to invade your 
folitudc as lord £— — , Gay^ or Pope^ and 
you fee I make ufe of it. 1 know you wifh 
us all at the devil for robbing a rnonunt 
from your vapours and vertigo. It is no 
matter for that ; you ihallliave a iliect of 
paper every pofl: till you come to yourfelf. 
By a paragraph in your's to Mr. Pope^ I 
find you are in the cafe of the man» who 
held the whole night by a broom brufh^ 
and found when day-light appeared, he was 
within two inches .of the ground. You 
don't fecm to know how well you ftand 
with our great folks. I myfelf have been at a 
great man's table, and have heard, out of 
the mouths of violent Irifb \irhigs, the 
whole table-talk turn upon your commen-> 
dation. If it had not been upon the ge- 
neral topic of your good qualities, and the 
good you did, I ihould have grown jealous 
of you. My. intention in this is not toex- 
poftulate, but to do you good. I know how 

unhappy 
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unhappy a vertigo makes any body, that has 
the misfortune to be troubled with it. I 
might have been deep in it myfelf, if I had 
a mindf and I will propofe a cure for you, 
that I will pawn my reputation upon. I 
have of late fent feveral patients in that cafe 
to the Spa^ to drink there of the Geronfier 
water ^ which will not carry from the fpot. 
It has fucceeded marvelloufly with them all. 
There was indeed one, whorelapfcd a little 
this laft fummer, becaufe he would not 
take my advice, and return to his courfe, 
that had been too fliort the year before. 
But, becaufe the inilances of eminent men 
are moft confpicuous, lord Whitwortb^ our 
plenipotentiary, had this difeafe, (which, by 
the way, is a little difqualifying for that em* 
ployment :) he was fo bad, that he wag 
often forced to catch hold of any thing to 
keep him from falling. I know he has re- 
covered by the ufc of that water, to fo great 
a degree, that he can ride, walk, or do any 
thing as formerly. I leave this to your 
conlideration. Your friends here wifh to fee 
you, and none more than myfelf ; but I 
really don't advife you to fuch a journey 
to gratify them or myfelf ; but I am almofl: 
confident, it would do you a great deal of 
2 good. 
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good. Thb dra^^on is juft the old thatt# 
when he is roofed. He is a little deaf^ buC 
has all his other good and bad quaK^es juft 

as of old. Lord B is mtfch in^ioved ia 

knowledge^ manner, and every thiiig elfei 
The ihs:ver * is an honeft friendly man as 
before : he has a good deal to do to (mother 
his Weljh fire, which, you know, he hz& 
in a greater degree than fome would ima^ 
gine. He pofts himfelf a good part of die 
year in fbme warm houfe, wins the ladlei 
money at ombre, and convinces them, that 
they are highly obliged to him. Lord 

and lady M f, Mr. HUl, and Mrs. S 

often remember you with afFedion. 

As for your humble fervant, with a great 
ftone in bis right kidney, and a family of 
men and women to provide for, he is as 
chearful as ever in public affairs. He has 
kept, as Tacitus fays. Medium iter inter vik 
fervitium et abruptam contumaciam. He nc* 
ver rails at a great man, but to his face; 
which, I can affure you, he has had both the 

* ^ Erafmus Ltwh^ Efq; who in Dr. Swlft*% imitiieion 
of H^aeiy Ep. vii. B. i. is fo called :' 

** This Lmns is an errant Ihavcr.** 

Jajham. 

opjpor- 



opportunity and licence to do. He has ibme 
few weak friends^ and fewer enemies : if 
any, he is low enough to be rather defpifed 
than puihed at by them. I am faithfully, 
dear Sir, your a£fe£tionate humble fervant, 

J. ARBUTHNOT. 

LETT E R CCIX. 
Duchefs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT, 
SIR, Dec. 9, 1723. 

1 F I N D by your's of the 6th of Novem^ 
ber^ which I did not receive till laft nightj^ 
that you have been fo.good as to remember-- 
your poor relation here. But as your three 
laft never came to hand, I think it very 
happy, that you have kept your liberty thus 
long; for I can't account for my not 
receiving them any other way, than thar 
they were flopped in the poft office, and 
interpreted, as mofl innocent things are, 
to mean fomething very difj^ant from the 
intention of the writer or adtor. 

I am furprized at the account you give 
me of that part of Ireland you have been 
in : for the beft I expeft from that grateful 
country is to be forgotten by the inhabi- 
tants. 
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tants^ For to remember with any kind- 
nefs one under the frowns of the court, it 
not a gift the Irijh are endowed with, 
I am very forry to hear you have got the 
ipleen, where a man of your fenfe muft 
every day meet with things ridiculous 
enough to make you laugh; but I am 
afraid, the jefts are too low to do fo. 
Change of air is the beft thing in the world 
for your^diftemper. And if not to cure 
yourfelf, at leaft, have fo much goodnefs for 
your friends here,, as to come and cure usj 
for it is a diftemper we over-run with. 
I am fure your company would go a great 
way towards my recovery ; for I affure you, 
nobody has a greater value for you than 
I have, and hope I fhall have the good for^ 
tune to fee you before I die. 

I have no fort of correfpondence with the 
perfon you have not feen, and wonder at no- 
thing they do, or do not do. 

I will let your brother ♦ and mine know, 
that you remembered him, in my letter. 
He is as good a man as lives. 

• « In the focicty of fixtecn, CharU% lord B^Ur ^ 
iy$fion^ and carl of Jrnm^ brother to the duke of Of' 
mondy on whofe attainder he was ele£lcd chancelloir oi 
the univcrfity of Oxford.* 

I atn 
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I am afraid you will wiih you had not 
:ouraged my fcribbling to you, when yoii 
d I am ftill fuch an infipid correfpon- 
it; but with that, which I hope will 
ke fome amends, am with great fincefity 
1 fefpedt," your moft faithful friend and 
ruble fervlnt, 

M. ORMOND. 

LETTER CCX. * 

rd BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Dec. 25, 1723. 

Ill EVE R tetter came more opportunely 
m your laft. The gout had made Ine % 
ond rifit, and fevefal perfons Wire con- 
Ltulating with me oh the good cflfeft of 
; waters, which had determined my fof- 
:r illnefs to a diftemper fo defirable. M^ 
: pained me; thefe compliments tired 
:; and I would have taken my fever 
tin to give the gout to all the company, 
that inllaiit your letter was delivered t^ 

* This letter appears to have been written frortl 
n<e^ though lord Bolhighroke had conic over to 
'land in the latter end of June this year, in order to 
id his pardenj \Tt\ich had paflcd tht^ fealb oi> th* 
h of May,* 

Vol. II. T mc. 
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mc. It cleared my brow, diverted my ill 
humour, and at lafl made me forget my 
pain* I told the perfons, who were fitting 
round my bed, and who tcftified fbme fur- 
prize at fo fudden a change, that this 
powerful epiftle came from Ireland, kx 
which, to fay the truth, I did not obferve, 
that their furprize diminifhed. But the 
duUeft fellow among them, who was a 
prieft, (for that happens to be the cafe 
fometimes in this country) told /the others, 
that Ireland formerly had been Called Infida 
JhnSlorum: that by the acquaintance he had 
at the Irijh college, he made no doubt of 
her deferving ftill the fame appellation: 
and that they might be fure, that the 
three pages were filled with matiere d'ediji' 
cation et matiere de confolation^ which he 
hoped I would be fo goofi as to communi- 
cate to them. A learned Rojy crucian of my 
acquaintance, who is a fool of as much 
knowledge and as much wit as ever I knew 
in my life, fmiled at the doftor's fimplicit}' ; 
obferved, that the eiFedt was too fudden for 
a caufe fo heavy in its operations ; faid a 
great many extravagant things about na- 
tural and theurgic magic; and informed us, 
that though the fages, who deal in occult 

fciences, 
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fciences, have been laughed out of fome 
countries, and driven out of others, yet 
there are, to his knowledge, many of them 
in Ireland. I flopped thefe gueflers, and 
others, who were perhaps ready, by afluring 
them, that my correfpondent was neither 
a faint nor a conjuror. They afked me, 
what he was then ? I anfwered, that they 
ihould know it from yourfelf ; and opening 
your letter, I read to them in French the 
charadter, which you draw of yourfelf. 
Particular parts of it were approved or con- 
demned by every one, as every one's own 
habits induced them to judge ; but they all 
agreed, that my correfpondent flood in need 
of more fleep, more vidluals, Icfs ale, and 
better company, I defended you the befl I 
could ; and, bad as the caufe was, I found 
means to have the lad word, which in 
difputes you know is the capital point. 
The truth is, however, that I convinced 
nobody, not even the weakefl of the com- 
pany, that is, myfelf. 

I flatter my friendlhip for you with the 
hopes, that you are really in the cafe, in 
which you fay, that our friend Pope feems 
to be ; and that you do not know your own 
charadler. Or did you mean to amufe your- 
T 2 feU; 
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felf, like that famous paintcTr, who, in- 
ftead of copying nature> tried in One of his 
defigns, how far it was poffible -to depart 
from his original ? Whatever your ^men- 
tion was, I will not be brbught in iamong 
thofe friends, whofe misfortunes have giveB 
them an habitual fournefs. I declare to you 
once for all, that I am not ^urihi^py, and 
that I never ihall be fo, uifleft ITmk tinder 
fome phyfical evil. Retrench thw-dbre tte 
proportion of peeviflinefs, ivhich you fet to 
my account. You might fbl: &V6nfl other 
reafons retrench the proportions, ^hidi 
you fet to the account of others, 2nd&> 
leave yourfehf without ^eeviflifnefe, or with- 
out excufe. I lament, and have always 
lamented, your being placed ih IreldnA\ 
but you are worfe jhan peeviflb, you ^c 
unjuft, when you fay, that it was^ithWr Wt 
in the power or will of a imiaift^ to place 
you inEngland. Write viinijier^, firicfid 
Jonathan^ andfcrape out the wdfds, 4ifhir^ 
power ^ or ; after which the paflage will rtfn 
as well, and be conformable to thetruth of 
things. I know but one man * who hiad 
power at that time, and that 'wretdhcd witfn 

♦ Lord Oxford. 

had 



hgd ijeijther; tjle will nop the fkill to make a 
good ufe q£ if. 

We tfi)k of eharadlers 5 matqb nie that, 
if youk cau^ aja?opg all the odd phcpnomcna, 
wiich hgve appeared W thp moral world. 
I hajfe npt a, Tacitus: by me-; but I believe, 
tfeat Iremember your quotation, and as a 
mArfc th^t I hit right, I m^e no com-^ 
iX)t6j)t uppn it. A^ you d?fcnbe! your public 
fpirit, it- few^s tp i»e to bp a difeafe, M well 
as youj peevi/hnefs. Youi: propqfals for re-^ 
forming the ftate are. admirable ; ^4 your 
fchemes concife. With refpedt to your 
humble fe^^yantj, you judge better than you 
did in a letter I received from you about 
four years ago. You Jfeemed at that time 
not (o afraid of the nightingale's falling 
into the ferpent's mouth. This refledtion 
made me recolleft, that I writ you at that 
time a long epiftle in metre. After rum* 
maging among my papersjj I found it, and 
fend it with piy letter : it will ferve to 
entertain you the firft faft-day. I depend 
on the fidelity of your friendfhip, that it 
ftiall fall under n9 eye but yojui: own. 



I read in Bnglijh^ (for (he underftands it) 

to a certain, lady, the paflage of your letter, 

T 3 which 
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which relates to her. The Latin I moft 
generoufly concealed. She defires you to 
receive the compliments of one, who is fo 
far from being equal to fifty others of her 
fex, that (he never found herfelf equal to 
any one of them. She fays, that flic has 
neither youth nor beauty, but that flic 
hopes on the long and intimate acquain- 
tance (he has had with you, when you meet, 
if that ever happens, to caft foch a mift 
before your eyes, that you (hall not per- 
ceive (he wants either of them. 

LETTER CCXI. 
Lord C * to Dr. SWIFT. 

_ SIR, Arlington-ftreet, June 20, 1724. 

JL O begin by confefling myfelf in the 
wrong, will, I hope, be fome proof to you, 
that none of the ftations, which I have gone 
through, have hitherto had the cStOs 
upon me, which you apprehend. If a 
month's filence has been turned to my dif- 

• Lord C ; — yms then lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

In th^ letter, to which this is an unfwcr, the Dean com- 
plained, that a former letter had been a month un- 
anfWercad. For both thefe letters of the Dean fee the 
volumes publUbcd by Mr. pgane Swifi^ in 176^. * 

advantago 



( 263 ) 

advantage in your cfteem, it has at Icaft 
had this good efFed, that I am convinced 
by the kindnefs of your reproaches, as 
well as by the goodnefs of your advice, 
that you ftill retain fome part of your 
former friendftiip for me, of which I am 
the more confident from the agreeable free- 
dom with which you exprefs yourfelf : and I 
ihall not forfeit my pretenfions to the con- 
tinuance of it, by doing any thing, that 
ihall give you occafion to think, that I am 
infenfible of it. 

But to come to the point: your firft 
letter is dated 28th May^ your fecond the 
9 th of "June. By the date of this you will 
fee, that the interval of filence may be ac- 
counted for by a few excurfions, which I 
have made into the country : tjherefore I 
defire you will put the moft favourable 
fcnfe. 

The principal affair you mention is under 
examination "^ ; and till that is over, I am 
not informed fufficiently to make any other 
judgment of the n^atter, than that, which I 

* * Probably that of Mr. TVoo(r% patent for coining 
halfpence and farthings for Ireland^ which was referred 
to the lords of the privy council oi England^ who, on the 
24th o^July^ 17241 drew up ^ report, ju ft ifying the 

nattntce/ 

T 4 am 
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am naturally led to make, by t^e genen^l 
ayerfion, which appears to it in (he whole 
nation. 

I hope the nation will not fuffer hy niy 
being in (his great ilation i and if I pan con^ 
tribute to its profperity, I (halj th^njc it tlje 
honour and happinefs of my ^ifc. I dcfir* 
you to believe what I fay, aud particularly 
wheij I prpfefs myfelf to be with great 
truth. Sir, your moft faithfyl ^^nd aflfec- 
tionate humble fervant, C^ 

L E T T IE R CCXIL 
Lofd C r- to Dr. S W I F T, 

S I R, Arljngtoa-ftrcct, Aug. 4, i724, 

OUR claim XQ fee the left writer is what 
I cgn pever allow : that is tha jnrivilege of 
ill writers- And I arn refolvpd to give you 
compleat fatisfadlion by leaving it with you, 
whether I (hall h? ^h? |aft WFJtef OF not. 
M?thinks J fee you throw this letter upon 
your, table in the h?ighth of fpleftn, be- 
caufe it may have interrupted fame of 
your more agreeable thoughts. But then, 
^n return, you may have the comfort of not; 
anfwering it, and fp convince my lpr4 
lieutenant, that you value him lefs now 

than 
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lan you did ten years ago. I don*t know 
ut this might become a frtQ fpeaker and 
philofophcr. Whatever you may think 
f it, I ihall not be tcfty, but endeavour 
R iii^w, tbftt I ^m not altogether inftnfible 
f the force gf th»t genius, which hath 
lUtflion? piQft ©f thi? age, and whep you 
wU difplay it »gain, can convince us, 
ha^ its luftr^ an4 ftrength are ftill the 

Op?Q more I commit rayfelf to your con- 
Ture, and am, $ir, with great refpedt, your 
rpoft afFeftionate hvinjbk fervftnt, C. ♦ 

I. E T IT E R CCXm, ■ 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

A T i& neither ficknefs, nor journies, nor ill 
humours, nor age, nor vexation, nor ftu- 
pidity, which has hindered me from an- 
fwering fooner your letter of the month of 
yune; but a very prudent confideration, 
and one of the greateft ftrains of policy I 
ever exercifed in my life. Should I anfw^r 

^ Seethe bttar, to which tbiaban aniWer, in the 

you 
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you in a month, you might think yourfcif 
obliged to anfwer me in fix ; and, feared at 
the fore fatigue of writing twice a year to 
an abfent friend, you might (for ought 
either you or I can tell) ftop fhort, and not 
write at alL Now this would difappoint 
all my projedts ; for, to confefs the truth, 
I have been drawing you in thefe feveral 
years, and by my paft fuccefs, I begin to 
hope, that in about ten more, I may 
eftablifli a right of hearing from you once 
a quarter. The gout neither clears my 
head, nor warms my imagination, and I am 
afhamed to own to you, how near the truth 
I kept in the defcription of what paiTed by 
my bedfide in the reading of your letter. 
The fcene was really fuch as I painted it ; 
and the company was much better than you 
feem to think it. When I, who pafs a great 
part, very much the greateft of my life 
alone, fally forth into the world, I am very 
far from expefting to improve myfelf by 
the converfation I find there ; and ftill 
farther from caring one jot of what paflcs 
there. In fhort, I am no longer the bub- 
ble you knew me ; and therefore, when I 
mingle in fociety, it is purely for my amufe* 
ment. If mankind divert nie (and I defy 

them 



( 267) 

them to give me your diftemper, the 
fpleen) it is all I expedt or afk of them. By 
this fincere confeflion you may perceive, 
'that your great mailers of reafon are not for 
my turn; their thorough bafs benumbs my 
faculties. I feek the fiddle or the flute, 
fomething to raife, or fomething to calm 
my fpirits agreeably ; gay flights, or footh- 
ixig images. I do not diflike a fellow, whofe 
imagination runs away with him, and who 
has wit enough to be half mad; nor him, 
i^ho atones for a fcanty imagination by an 
ample fund of oddnefl^es and Angularity. If 
good fenfe and great knowledge prevail a 
little too much ia any charadlcr, I defirc 
there may be at leaft fome latent ridicule, 
which may be called forth upon occafion, 
and render the perfon a tolerable com- 
panion. By this fketch you may judge of 
my acquaintance. The dead friends, with 
whom I pafs my time, you know. The 
living ones are of the fame fort, and there- 
fore few. 

I pafs over that part of your letter, which 
is a kind of an elegy on a departed 
minifter*; and I promife you folemnly 

f The carl of Oxford^ who died in Juni^ 1724. 

neither 
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m^ithqr to mention Kinu pop flunk of hiia 
mqro, tiU I Qoro? t9 do hijn juftiice in an 
hiftory of thq firft twenty yeM» of this ccn- 
tttry, which I hehQvc J ftuUl wtite, if | hw 
th?«c o? fpuj yfar$ longer-, Btiit I njttft take 
sk little more notice of the paragraph which 
£qUow5, Thfi yerfe& I feat, ypu «<» v«y 
h^d* betanfo they ar« not veiy good: «!*- 
^acHhi 4jk poctit mn dii nfiv hmit^u ^c. 
I ^d not fend them to bo. ^doircd; a»i 
xw would dp them too much honour, if 
3H>u criticised them. Fppf look iho beft 
ptrtyj for h« feid not oiae word to ma 
^bout them. AU I defire of you it tgi 
confide? them 9a a proof, thtit you turn 
ijev^r Vpea out of my thought^, dio^gh 
you have been fo long ovit of my 0ghti lA(i* 
if { remember you upon paper fprthoCuturet 
it fhall be in profe. 

I mufl, on this occasion fe^ you right* tt 
%o an opinion, which I ihou]d be vfryibffy 
to have you entertain coi>cefiiiag n^e. fhfl 
term cjprif fort, in Englifh free-thiajcpTt jsj 
according to my obfervatjon, ufual}y ap- 
plied to them, whom I look upon to b«j 
the pefts of focietyj becaufe their eo- 
deavours are direfted to loofen the bands of 
it ; and to take at leail OAe curb out of the 

mouth 
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^nouth of that wild teoft «tt^, when It 
would be Weil if he was ch^icfc^d by half -a 
fcore oth«i^. Nfty, they gi> farther* R«- 
vt^led relijgioft h a iofxy and pompous 
ftruiSurc^ ercdncd dofe to the h^amUe a^nd 
plain building of natarkl Tefippn, SoxxR? 
have objefted to you^ who art tiite arcbiw 
tcfts et les xinderges (we w^iat that word 
in EngMJb) of the former> to yon who builds 
or at leaft repair the hoxffe, and who fliew 
the rooms, that, to ftrefigthwi fowie parts 
of your own bikildiiig, you ;fliake and eveti 
fap the foundatioi^ of the other. And be- 
tween you and 1^ Mr. Deati, this charge 
may be jufUfied ift ;feveral inftanoes; but 
4liil your ifltetrtion is ftol td-demoliA : 
whereas the ^J^rit jhrt^ or the free-diinker, 
ii5 fo iet «tpOft pulling dowti your houfe 
about your ea«, <5iat if he was let alone» 
he would deftroy the other for l>eing fo near 
•it, tfod mingle both in one <:ommon ruin . I 
therefore nbt<Mily difown, but deteft this 
charader. If in^d by e/^ritfort^ or free- 
thinker, you x>i^4nean a tnati. Who makes 
a free afe of his rei^h, who fearches after 
trudi without paflit)n or prejudice, and ad- 
heres inviolably to it, you mean a wife 
and iioneft man, •aadik.Hk an -one as I labour 
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to be. The faculty of diftinguifliing be-^ 
tween right and wrong, true and falfc, 
which we call reafon, or common fenfc, 
which is given to every man by our bound- 
ful Creator, and which moft men lofe by 
negledt, is the light of the mind^ and 
ought to guide all operations of it. To 
abandon this rule, and to guide our 
thoughts by any other, is full as abfurd, as 
it would be, if you fhould put out your 
eyes, and borrow even the beft ftafF, that 
ever was in the family of the ftaffs, when 
you fct out upon one of your dirty journies* 
Such free-thinkers as thefe I am fure you 
cannot, even in your apoftolical capacity, 
difapprove : for fince the truth of the divine 
revelation of Chriflianity is as evident, as 
matters of fadt, on the belief of which fo 
much depends, ought to be, and agreeable 
to all our ideas of juftice, thefe free-thinkers 
muft needs be Chriftians on the beft foun- 
dation; on that which St. Paul himfclf 
cftablifhed, I think it was St. Paul, omnia 
probate, quod bonum eft^ tenete. 

But you have a further fecurity from thcfc 
free-thinkers, I do not fay a better, and it is 
this : the perfons I am defcribing think for 
themfelves, and to themfclves. Should they 

^ unhappily 
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unhappily not be convinced by your ar- 
guments, yet they will certainly think it 
their duty not to difturb the peace of the 
world by oppofing you *• The peace and 
happinefs of mankind is the great aim of 
thefe free-thinkers; and, therefore, as 
thofe among them, who remain incredulous, 
wijl not oppofe you, fo thofe, whom reafon, 

* Notwithftanding the declarations made by lord 
B$tingbroke in this letter, he left his writings againft re- 
ligion to Mr» Mallet J with a view to their being pub- 
limed, as appears by his will ; and with a pofitive and 
diredl injun&ion to publifli them, as appears by a letter 
from Mr. MalUt to lord Hjdi^ vifcount Cornbury^ now 
in the Britijh Mufeum. We have therefore his lordfhip's 
own authority to fay, that he was one of the pefts of 
(bciety, even if the opinions, which he has advanced 
Bgainft religion, are true ; for his endeavour is certainly 
dire<Sled to loofen the band of it, and to take at leaft one 
curb out of the mouth of that wild beaft man. £xprefly 
todire£tthe publication of writings, which, he believea, 
would fubvert the morals and the happinefs of fociety, 
at a time when he could derive no private advantage from 
the mifchief, was perhaps an a£t of wickednefs more 
purely diabolical, than any hitherto upon record in the 
hiftory of any age or nation. Mallet had a pecuniary 
temptation to aflaffinate the morals and happinefs of his 
country at Bolingbrokis inftigation : his crime therefore is 
not equally a proof of natural depravity, though it is im* 
poffible to fuppofe he had lefs convi6tion of the mifchief 
lie was doing) and it is alfo impoflible to fuppofe, that he 
could ferioufly think any obligation to print Bolingbroke*^ 
infidelity, in confequence of his injun(^ion, equivalent 
to the obligation he was under to fupprcfs it, arifing 
from the duty, which, as a man, he owed to human 
lature. 

The 
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enlightened by grace, has made believer^^ 
may be forry, and may exprefs their forrow, 
as I have done, to fee religion perverted to 
purpofes fo contrary to her truo intefitioni 
and firil defign. Can a good Chfiftiatt 
behold the minifters of tho meek and 
humble Jefus exercifing an infolent and 
cruel ufurpation over their brethren? Or 
the meffengers of peace and good news fet- 
ting all mankind together by the ears ? Or 
that religion, which breathe* charity and 
univerfal benevolence, fpilling more blood, 
upon refleaioft and by fyftem, than tht 
moil barbarous heathen ever did m the heat 
of aftioft, and fury of conqueft f Can he 
behold all this without an holy indignation, 
and not be criminal ? Nay, when be turns 
-his eyes from thofe tragical fcenes^ and 
confiders the ordinary tenour of things, do 
you not think be will be (hocked to ob- 
ferve metaphyfics fobflituted to ihc theory^ 
and ceremony to the pradtice of nlorality ? 

The paragraph in lord Bdlingbroh'i wJfl, by which hit 
Avriiings are beqaeatKed to Mallet^ the letter, which brf 
Cttffihury wrote fo MaUef^ upon hearing he was about to 
publifh the letters, including thofe on Ssrcrcd hifbry, 
•and Midtit't anfwTrr, arc, for the reader's fatis&aiofl* 
printed at the end of this collefition. Lord C^rnhni 
krccr is a monument, that wiH do more honour to bb 
memory, than all that mere wit or valour has atchieicd 
liTice the world began. 

4 I make 
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1 make no doubt but you are by this 
time abundantly convinced of my ortho- 
doxy, and that you will name me no more 
in the fame breath with Spinofa^ whofe 
fyftem of one infinite fubftance I defpife 
and abhor, as I have a right to do, becaufe 
I am able to Hiew why I defpife and ab- 
hor it. 

You defire me to return home, and you 
promife me, in that cafe, to come to London^ 
leaden with your travels. I am forry to tell 
you, that London is, in my ipprehenfion, 
as little likely as Dublin to be our place 
of rendezvous. The reafons for this ap- 
prehenfion I pafs over ; but I cannot agree 
to what you advance with the air of a max«* 
im, that exile is the greateft punifhment 
to men of virtue, becaufe virtue confiils in 
loving our country. Examine the nature of 
diis love, from whence it arifes, how it is 
Jiourifhed, what the bounds and meafures 
of it are ; and after that, you will difcovcr, 
how far it is virtue, and where it becomes 
fimplicity, prejudice, folly, and even en- 
thufiafm. A virtuous man in exile may pro^- 
pcrly enough be ftilcd unfortunate ; but he 
cannot be called unhappy. You remember 
the reafon, which Brutus gave, becaufe. 

Vol. II, U wherever 
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wherever he goes, he carries his virtue with 
him. There is a certain bulky volume, 
which grows daily, and the title of which 
muft, I think, be NoSles GaHicie. There you 
may perhaps one day or other fee a diflerta- 
tion upon this fubjedt : and to return you 
threatening for threatening, you (hall be 
forced to read it out, though you yawn 
from the firft tp the laft page. 

The word Ireland was ftrudt out of the 
paper you i^ention ; that is, to fatisfy 
your curiofity, and to kindle it anew, I 
will tell yov, that this anecdote, which 
I kno\y not how you came by, is neither 
the only one, nor the moft confiderabk 
one of the fame Jcind. The perfon you are 
fo inquifitive about ♦, returns Into Englani 
the Jitter end of 05lober. She has fo great 
a mind to fee you, that I am not furc (ht 
\yill not jundertake a journey to Dublin. It 
is not fofar from London to Dublin^ as from 
Sl>a:n to padua ; and you are as well worth 
feeing as Livy. But I had much rather you 
would leave the humid climate^ and the 
dull company, in which, according to your 
account, ^, man might grow old between 

* Hi§ lordfliip's fccond wife, a Fnmh lady. 

twenty 
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twenty and thirty. Set your foot on the 
continent; I dare promiie, that you will, 
in a fortnight, have gone back the ten years 
you lament fo much, and be returned to. 
that age, at which 1 left you. With what 
pleafure fhould I hear you inter vinafugam 
Stella marere proterva f Aclieu. 

L E t t E R CCXIV. 

V AbBd des I^ONTAINESf I 
Monfieur SWIFT. 

A Paris, ie4juaict, 1725. 

^ AI I'honneur, monfieur, de vous cnvoyer 
la 2de edition de votre ouvragp, que j'ai 
traduit en Franfoii, Je V6u$ aiurois envoy^ 
la premiere, fi je n*avois pas ete oblig^, pour 
des raifons, que je ne puis vous dirc^ 
d'inferer dans la preface un endroit; ddnt 
vous ii'auriez pas efu lieu d'etre content, ce 
que j'ai mis afTurementmalgr^moi. Goxmne 
le livre s'tfi debits ians contradifUon, ces 

t PetiT Francis Guyet in Fontaims^ born at kjMin in 
Nirmandf^ ^gjuuf^ 1685^. He entered into the fbcKty 
qfthejifiiits in 1700 ^ but quitted itfixteen years after. 
He lived for fome years with the cardfaal AJuvergne^ and 
dici^tPaiisyibDuimier^ 1745, being well known for 
fevenj worksy and partici^Jy for his Obfg^imts fur 
Jks icritu mcdirm'sy in a great nuiq]N^.of volumes. 

U 2 raifons 
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raifons ne fubfiftent plus, et j'ai auflitot 
fupprime cet cndroit dans la 2de edition, 
comme vous verrez. J'ai aufli corrigc 
Tendroit de monlieur Carteret^ fur kquel 
j'avois eu de faux mcmoires. Vous 
trouvcrez, monfieur, en beaucoup d'endroits 
une tradudtion peu fidele ; mais tout ce qui 
plait en Angleterre^ n'a pas ici le meme agre- 
ment \ foit parce que les moeurs font diffe- 
rentes, foit parceque que les allufions et Ics 
allegories, qui font fenfibles dans une pays, 
ne les font pas dans une autre ; foit tnikii 
parce que le gout des deux nations n'eft pas 
le mSme. J'ai voulii donner aux Franpi 
un livre, qui fut a leur ufage : voila ce qui 
m'a rendu tradu£teur libre et peu fidclc. 
J'gi merae pris la liberte d'ajouter, felon que 
v6tre imagination eft echauffoit la mienne. 
Ceft ^ vous feiil, monfieur, que je fuis 
redfcvable de rhonneur, que me fait cettc 
tradudkion, qui^ et^ dcbit^e icy* avec une 
rapidity etonnante> et done il y'a deja trois 
editions. Je fuis penetr^ d'une fi grande 
eftime pour vous, et je vous fuis li oblige, 
qui ii la fuppreflion, que j'ai faite, ne vous 
fatisfait pas enticremcnt, je fairai volontiers' 
encore d'avantage pour efFacer jufqu*au 
fouvenir de cet endroit de la preface: au 

furplus 
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fnrplus jc vous fuppKc, monfieur, dc 
vouloir bien faire attention a la jufticc, que 
je vous ai rendii da^s^la mdme preface. 

On fe flatte, monfieury qu'on aura bien 
tdt rhonneur de vods poffeder ici. Tous 
vos amis vous attendent avec impatience. 
On ne parle ici que de v6tre arrivee; et 
tout Paris fouhaitte de vous voir. Ne de- 
ferrds pas ndtre fatisfaftion : vous verrez un 
peuple, qui vous eftime infinement. En 
attendant je vous demande, monfieur, Thon- 
neur de v6tre-amitie, ct v6us prie d'etre 
perfuad^, que perfonne ne vous honore plus 
que moi, et n'eft avec plus de confideration 
et d'eftime, v6tre trcs humble, ct tres 
[)beiirant ferviteur, 

L^Abb^ des F O N T A I N E S. 

Mr. Jlrbuthnot a bien voulu fe charger de vous faire 
tcnir cette lettre avec Pixemplairej que j'al Thonneur 
de vous envoyer. 

LETTER CCXV, 
REPON§^dc Monfieur SWIFT. 

1 L y a plus d'un moisquej ay recue votre 
fcttrc du 4 de Juilletf monfieur; mais 
['exemplaire de 2de edition de votre 

U 5 ouvra^c 
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ouyrage ne m*a pas ct^ encore rcijiis. J'ay 
lu la' preface de la premiere ; et vous me 
permettrez de vous dire, que j'ay etc fort 
furpris d'y voir, 'qu'en me donnant pour 
patrie un pais, dans lequel je fuis ne, vous 
ayez trouv^ a propos de m'attribuer un livrc, 
qui porte le nom de fon auteur, qui a eu^ 
le malheur de deplaire a quelques uns de 
nos miniftres, et qui je n'ay jamais avouc. 
Cette plaintc, qui je fais de yotre conduitc 
a mon egard, ne m'empeche pas de vous 
rendre juftice, Les traduftcurs donncnt 
pour la plupart des louanges excefl^ves aux 
cuvragcs, qu'ils traduifent, et s'imagincnt 
peut etre, que leur reputation depend en 
quelque fa^on de ceHes des auteurs, qu'ib 
ont choifis. Mais vous avez fenti.vos forces, 
qui vous mettent au deflus de pareilles pre- 
cautions. Capable de corriger un mauvais 
livre, entreprife plus difficile, que cellc 
d'en compofer un bon, vous n'avez pas 
craint de donner au public la traduftion 
d'un ouvrage, que vous aflurez etre pkin 
de poUifoneries, de fottifes, de pucrilites, 
&c. Nous convenons icy, que le gout des 
nations n'efl pas toujours le menae. Mw» 
nous fommes portes a croire, que; le bon 
gout eft meme par le tout, ou il y a des gens 

4 d'efprit 
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(fefprit, de jugcmcnt ct dc fcavoir. Si dont 
los livres du fieur Gulliver ne font calculea 
que pour les ifles Britanniques^ ce voyageur 
doit pafler pour un trcs pitoyable ecrivain. 
Lcs raemes vices et les memes follies reg* ^ 
nent par tout ; du moins^ dans tous les pais 
civilifes de VEuropt: ct Tautcur, qui n'ecrit 
que pour une ville, unc province, ua* 
royaume ou memc un (iecle, mcrite iS pea 
d'etre traduit, qu'il ne merite pas d'etre lu. 

Les partifans dc ce Gulliver^ qui nc 
laiflent pas d'etre en fort grand nombre 
chcz nous, foutiennent, que fon livre 
durera autant que notre language, parce 
qu'il netire pas fon* nierite de ccrt^inci 
modes ou manieres de penfer et de parler, 
mais d*tine fuite d'obfervations fur les im- 
perfedlions, les follies, et les vices de 
rhommc* 

Vous juges bien, que les gens, dontje 
viens de vous parler, n'approvent pas fort 
votre critique, et vous ferez fans doute 
furpris de fcavoir, qu'ils regardent ce chi- 
rurgien de vaifTeau, comme un auteur grave, 
qui ne fort jamais de fon ferieux, qui n'em- 
prunte aucun fard, qui ne fe pique point 
d'avoir de Tefprit, et qui fe contente de 
communiquer au public dans une narration 
U ^ fimplc 
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fimplc ct n^vc les avaqtures, qui lui font 
arrivces, et les cbofoSf qu'il a vu ou entendu 
dire pendant fcs voyages. 

Quant a Tarticle qui regarde my lord 
Carteretf fans m'informer d'ou vous tircz 
vps uiemoircs, jc vous diray, que vous n'avez 
ccrit que Ja moitie de la verite; etquecc 
Drapier ou r^cl ou fuppof(J a fauyc Ylriande^ 
en mettant toute ]^ nation contre un proje^ 
qui devoit enrichir au depenfe du public uh 
certain nombrc dc pirtiouliers. 

Plufieurs accidens, qiiifont arriv^, m'em- 
pccheront de faire Ic voyage* de France pre- 
fentement/ et je ne fuis plus aflez jeune 
pour me flatter de retrouver un6 uutre 
occasion. Je fcais, que j 'ay perdu ^eaucoup, 
et je f\iis tres fenfible a cette pcrte. L'uni- 
quc cofafolafion, qui me refte, c'eft de 
fonger, que j'cn fupporteray mieux la pjus, 
&u quel 1^ fortune m'a condamne. Jc 
fuis, &c, ^ • • 
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LETTER CCVI. 
Lord BOLINGBROfCE to Dr. SWIFT, 

London, July 24, 1725. 

M. R. Ford will tell you how I dq, ^4 
what I do^ Tired with fulpence, the only 
infupportable misfortune of life, I defired^ 
after nine years of autumnal promifes and 
vernal excufes, a decifion ; and very little 
cared what that decifion )vas, provideid it 
left me a liberty to fettle abroad, or put 
me on a foot of living agreeably at home. 
The wifdom of the nation has thought fit, 
inftead of granting fo reafonable a requeft^ 
to pafs an aft, which fixing my fortune un- 
alterably to this country, fixes my perfon 
here alfo : and thofe, who had the lead 
mind to fee me in England^ have made 
it impoffible for me tp live any where elfe. 
Here I am then, two-thirds reftored, my 
perfon fafe, (unlefs I meet hereafter with 
harder treatment than even that of Sir 
Walter RaleigkJ and my eftate, with all 
the other property I have acquired, or may 
acquire, fecured to me« But the attainder 
is kept carefully and prudently in force, 
le(l (o corrupt a member fhould come again 
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into the houfe of lords, and his bad leaven 
fhould four that fWeet, untainted mafs. 
Thus much I thought I might fay about 
TBf private affairs to an old friend, without 
diverting, him too long from his labours to 
promote the advantage o£ the- church and: 
Gizte of If'e/and;. or, from his travels into 
thoA^countries.of giants and pigmies, from 
whence he imports a cargo I value at an 
higher rate than that of the richeft galeon. 
JPt^^ "brought the dean of, Dcrry * to fee 
me. Unfortunately for. me, I. was then 
out of town ; and the journey of the former 
into Ireland, will perhaps . defer for fomc 
time my making , acqu^ntauce. with* the 
other I which I am fprry for. I would not 
by any means lofe the opportunity of 
]cnowing a man,, who can efpoufe in good 
cameft* the fyftem of fathcf Makbrambef 
and who is fond of goipg a jniiBonary into 
the Weji Indies^. My zeal. for the pro- 

• Dr. BirkeUy. 

t Dr. £itkiUy formed a defign of fixing an univerfity 
iti*BurmuJ4kKi for the improvement of our cokmies, and 
the education of Indians^ to be employed as miffionaries 
among^their countrymen. For this college he obtained 
a charter, in which he^ was apoointod psBfident^ and a 
^rtain number of fellows, fele&ed byhiiDfidf,,weie in- 
corporatcd i but the defign mUcarried fiar want (# 
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fp far.;, hv^p wy fgkcw^^ agaia{lJEi/n3/^.hf^, 
ijiore thfin^onpe, u^idft^mp thinly of, buji5^g| 
the. of don^moj;^^Burmudas, apd^ fpqndipgi 
the rejpaipdt^ of, my day 3 as far a§,pofl|blc 
from thofe people, with whom- 1 havej paf^i 
tjie fiffli and greatctflpart dF my: Iffe. Health 
Jipd every, other natural comfort ofr l^Jsrto* 
^c had. there, bctteyr than here, A^ to ii^Tt 
ginary and arfificiaj pleafures, w^ are.|^hilo-. 
Ipphers enough, to .defpife them, Wh^tifay • 
y^ou ? Will you leavic your Hi^emian^ ^9^1^, 
to fome other fhepherd, and,tranfplanj yflw-, 
felf with me into the middle of thei^<^;;if^/ 
ocean ? "^e will form a fociety morc,re(Lr. 
fpnahle^ a^d more uf?ful, thofi that; of j 

money. The, fyftem of Malebranche Yitis^ rcf^Pffd io^ 
<#as, ^' that our ideas are diRih£l from our underftand* ' 
iog, aad that we fee all things in God/' lajotbcr words, 
material oMe^ are not the caufesdTour jdeas., BtrktUf^^ 
in* the early part of his life, wrote a diflertation a-' 
ninft the exifttnce of material brings, ajul /extcrjial ob- * 
lefts^ with fuch fubtifty, that /i^j^oif acknowledged , 
nimfelf unable toconfut;e it, and recommended the tafk 
to Dr. Clarke. The Dq^r however did not perform it ; 
arid the diflertation remains unanlwered to this time,' 
except what has bten attempted by Baxter in his treatife ' 
on the foul. 

Bayle fays, that Malebramhe^t fyftem was only that of 
Democriiusj amended and unfolded. 

See a farther account of Dr. Berkeley^ in a letter frnm.. 
Swifito lord Carteret^ dated Sept. 3, 1724, lately publiihcd 
in two poftbumous volumes by Mr. Deane Swift. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Berkeley's college : and I promifc yov? 
folemnly, as fuprcme magiftrate, not to 
fufFer the currency of Wooi% halfpence : 
nay, the coiner of them (hall be hanged, 
if he prefumes to fet his foot on our 
ifland. 

Let me hear how you are, and what 
you do ; and if you really have any latent 
kindnefs ftill at the bottom of your heart 
for mfe, fay fomething very kind to me, 
for I don*t diflikc being cajoled. If your 
heart tells you nothing, fay nothing, that 
I may take the hint, and wean myfclf from 
you by degrees. Whether I (hall compais 
it or ho, God knows : but, furely this is the 
propereft place in the world to renounce 
friendfhip in, or to forget obligations. 
Mr. Ford fays, he wJU be with us again 
by the beginning of the winter. Yonvjlar^ 
will probably hinder you from taking the 
fame journey. Adieij, dear Dean. I had 
fomething more to f^y to you, almoft as i^* 
pprtant as what I l^ave faid already, but 
cpmpaiiy conies in upon me, ai^d relieves. 
you. 

* Mrs. J^hnfirij the lady who(n he celcbntcd hj the 
name of Stella. 
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LETTER CCXVIL 
Dr. SWIFT to the Rev. Mr. WORR ALL. 

Quilca, July 12, 1715. 

1 HAVE received yoar letter, and thank 
you heartily for it. I know not any body, 
except yourfelf, who would have been at 
fo much trouble to affift me, ahd who could 
have fo good fuccefs, which I take as kindly 
as if you had faved me fironl utter ruin. 
Although I havec vntncffti that I a^ed with 
indifferency enough, when I was fwe I was 
not worth a groat, beiides my goods. -There 
appears to be onjiy one hundred pounds 
remaining, according to my account (except 
this laft quarter) and if I lofe it, it is' a 
trifle in compafifon of what you have ife- 
covered for me. I think Mr. Pratt hath 
adfced very generoufly, and like a true friend, 
as I always took him to be ; and I have 
likewife good witnefles to fwear, thiat I was 
more concerned at his misfortiihes than my 
own. And fo repeating my thanks to 
yoy, but not able to cxprcfs them ds t 
ought, I (hall fay no more on this fubjeft,- 
only that you may enquire where the- 

nioney 
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money may be fafely put out at fix pounds 
per cent. \ beg "pardon that I did not com- 
pute the intcrcft of Sir William Fowne/% 
money, which reduces what is due to mc 
abdat fifty-nine pot^nds.— All of confc- 
^uei^ee is my note Co him for ohe hundred 
pounds^ 

I gav^ over all hopes df my hay» as much 
t3 I did' of my mdrtty i for I reckoned 
the wta^er had )*tlihed it ; but jrour good 
management cah conquer the weather. . But 
GJbarlti GrMhm, thfe ciilic^ fays^ the cocks 
are teo krge^ confiderin^ the bad wes^eri 
aad that there is dinger they noay heat. 
You kfiow bed. 

Mrs. J^bnfon fays you are an ill manager ; 
for you h^ve Ibft me labove three hundred 
apples^ tind only favfed me twelve hundred 
pounds. 

Do not tell me of difiiculties hQW to 
keep the ■ ■ ■ from the wall-fruit ♦. You 
have got fo ill a reputation by getting my 
money, that I can take no excufei and I 
will i]^ye the thing efFedually done, though 
it (houid coil me ten groats. Pray let the 
ground be levelled as you pleafe, as it muft 

• In ilab9tV% vineyard, 

likewife 
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likcwifc be new dunged, -a^ gabd 4iHfean* 
dry reqpiifes;; friend iS^ASv ivill isrffift y^. 

I am quite undone by the knaveiV'of 
Sberrif aod Jf^AiTei, ind &11 you have done 
for me with Mr. Pratt, fignifies nothing, 
if I laaft lofe ten poittids. 

I liad your letter abimtMrs. ^JVAj/g/i's 
meoey, md Ak ihtaniks yo«i:fbty^)-^are; 
«iidiayci» confidedng her fm^tty^ ydu have 
done as much for her a!s. for HM. But I 
thought iny letter to you was cntmgh, 
ivitiigut a letter of attorney 5 fbratthioney 
matters I am tlie gtt^Xtfi cully riivii; 

little good may do you Mritfc yt>Ar fa- 
TOunafalB weather; wtt have had but five 
good days -dieie twelve weeks^ • ^ 

The Ifcdita arc pretty trell* bat Mrs. 
Jobn/on, after a fortnig}|t's great aiftend- 
ment, had yefterday a very bad day ; fhe is 
now much better. They both prefent their 
humble fervice to Mrs. fForra//, and fo do 
I, and am ever yours, &c. 

Jo. who brings you this, defired me to 
lend him twenty pounds, which I very 
prudently refufed ; but faid, if he would 
leave the worth of it in foap and candles in* 
the deanry-houfe, Mrs. J3re;i/ viewing them, 

I would 
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I would empower you, as I do hereby, to 
pay him twenty pounds, and place it to my 
account. 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

Pray defire Mrs. Brent to have ready a 
hogshead of bottles packed up as ufual, 
of the £une wine with the laft jQie fent, 
and the next carrier (hall have orders 
to call for it. 

Let Mrs Brent take out what candles or 
ibap are neceifary for the kdie^^ and 
only as much as will empty two of 
the boxes, that Jo. may have them ; 
I mean out of thofe boxes which he is 
to leave at the deanry for my fecurity 
for the twenty pounds^ which he k to 
ceceive from you. 



LET- 
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LETTER CCXVIII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORK ALL. 

Quilca, Aug. 27, 1725. 

i WAS heartily forry to hear you had got 
the gout, being a difeafc you have fo little 
pretence to ; for you have been all your life 
I great walker, and a little drinker. Al- 
:hough it be no matter how you got your 
lifeafe, fince it was not by your vices; yet 
: do not love to think I was an inftru- 
ncnt, by leading you a walk of eight or 
line miles, where your pride to fhew your 
L(^>ivity in leaping down a ditch, hurt your 
"cot in fuch a manner, as to end in your 
^refcnt difeafe. 

I have not yet heard of Mr. ff^ebb^ and if 
ic fhould come here, I can do nothing with 
um ; for I ftiall not take my own judg- 
nent, but leave it to fome able lawyer to 
udge and recommend the fecurity ; for now 
t is time for me to learn fome worldly 
vifdom. 

I thank you for the purchafe you have 
nade of Brijiow beer ; it will foon pay for 
tfelf, by faving me many a bottle of wine; 

VoL-IL X but 
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but I am afraid it is not good for your 
gout. 

My deafnefs hath left me above three 
weeks, and therefore I expedk a vifit from 
it foon ; and it is fomewhat lefs vexatious 
here in the country becaufe none are about 
me but thofe who are ufed to it, 

Mrs, IVorralP^ obfervation is like herfcif ; 
fhe is an abfolute corrupted city lady, and 
does not know the pleafures of the country, 
even of this place, with all its millions of 
inconveniencies. But Mrs. Dingleyis of her 
opinion, and would rather live in a Dublin 
cellar, than a country palace. 

I would fain have a fhed thrown up in 
the fartheft corner of Nabotb\ vineyard, 
towards the lower end of SbebBs*s garden, 
till I can find leifure and courage to build a 
better in the center of the field. Can it be 
done ? 

The weather continues as foul as if there 
had not been a day of rain in the fummcr, 
and it will have fome very ill effed on the 
Tcihgdom. 

I gave Jack Grattan the papers correfted, 
and I think half fpoiled, by the cowardly 
caution of him and others. He promifed 
to tranfcribe them time enough, and my 

defirc 
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dcfire IS they may be ready to be pnbliftied 
upon the firft day the parliament meets. I 
hope you will contrive it among you, that 
itmay be fent unknown (as ufual) to fome 
printer, with proper diredlions. I had 
lately a letter without a name, telling me, 
that I have got a fop to hold my tongue, and 
that it is determined we muft have that 
grievance, &c. forced on us. 

My intention is to return about the be- 
ginning of 0£fo6er, if my occafions do not 
hinder me. Before that time it will be 
feen how the parliament will aft, Them 
who talk with me, think they will be 
flaves as ufual, and led where the govern- 
ment pleafes. 

My humble fervice to Mrs. WorralL 
The ladies prefcnt theirs to you both. 

J. SWIFT. 

LETTER CCXIX. 
Dr. SWIFT to the Rev. Mr. WORRALL. 

Quiica, Aug. 31, 1725. 

I H A VE yours of the 28th. I am ftill to 

acknowledge and thank you for the care of 

my little affairs. I hope I ihall not want 

X z the 
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the filver ; for I hope to be in town by the 
beginning of October^ unlefs extreme good 
weather Ihall invite me to continue. 

Since ff^ood'^ patent is cancelled, it will 
by no means be convenient to have the paper 
printed, as I fuppofe you, and Jack Grattan^ 
and Sheridan will agree ; therefore, if it be 
with the printer, I would have it taken 
back, and the prcfs broke, and let her be 
fatisiied-. 

The work is done, and there is no more 
need of the Drapicr. 

Mrs. Joh?[pjn dots not underftand what 
you mean by her ftamped linen, and re- 
members nothing of it ; but fuppofes it is 
fome jell. 

The ladies are well ; all our fer\'ices to 
Mrs. IVorralL Mrs. Dingley at lafl dif- 
( overcd the meaning of the ftamped linen, 
>vhich makes thatpart of my letter needlefs. 

Pray p^^y Jo. Beaumont four pounds for 
u horfe 1 bought from him. and place it to 
rny account, 

J. s. 

When Jo. brings you a piece of linen of 
twenty-four yards, pray put my name upon 
it, and pay him fix pounds, eight fhillings. 

L E T-^ 
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LETTER CCXX, 
Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, London, Oa. 17, 1725. 

X H A V E the vanity to think, that a few 
friends have a real concern for me, and are 
uneafy when I am in diftrcfs; in confe- 
quence of which, I ought to communicate 
with them the joy of my recovery. I did 
not want a moft kind paragraph in your 
letter to Mr. Pope, to convince me, that 
you are of the number ; and I know, that 
I give you a fenfible pleafure in telling you, 
that I think myfelf at this time almoft per- 
fectly recovered of a moft unufual and dan- 
gerous diftemper, an impofthume in the 
bowels ; fuch a one, that had it been in the 
hands of a chirurgeon, in an outward and 
flelhy part, I ftiould not have been well 
thde three months. Duke Difney^ our old 
friend, is in a fair way to recover of fuch 
another. There have been feveral of them, 
occafioned, as I reckon, by the cold and 
xvct feafon. People have told me of new 
27npojliires (as they called them) every day. 
Poor Sir William Wyndbam is an imfojlure : 
X 3 I hop« 
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I hope the Batby where he is going, wUl 
db him good. The hopes of fedng once 
more the dean of St. Patrick's^ revives my 
fpirits. I cannot help imagining fomc of 
your old club met together like mariners 
after a ftorm. For God's fake do not taa- 
talize your friends any more. I can prove 
by twenty unanfwcrable arguments, that it 
is abfolutcly neceffary, thit you fliddd 
come over to England', that it would be 
committing the greateft abfurdity that 
ever was, not to do it the next approarfiing 
winter. I believe, indeed, it is juft pioffiblc 
to fave your foul without it, and that is afl. 
As for your book * (of which Ihave framed 
to myfelf fuch an idea, that I an* pcrfuadcd, 
there is no doing any good upon man- 
kind without it) I will kt the letters my- 
felf, rather than that it ffiould not be pub- 
lished. But before you put the finifting 
hand to it, it is really neceifary to be ac- 
quainted with fori\e pew improvements of 
mankind, that have appeared of late, and 
are daily appearing. Mankind has an in- 
exhauftible fourcc of invention in the wiy 
pf folly and madnefs, I have only one 

• Gulliver's travel?. 

fear, 
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fear, that when you come over, you will 
be fo much coveted and taken up by the 
miniftry; that, unlefs your friends meet 
you at their tables, they will have none of 
your company. This is really no joke ; I 
am quite in earrieft. Your deafnefs is fo 
neceflary a thing, that I almoft begin to 
think it an afFeftation. I remember you 
ufed to reckon dinners. I know of near 
half a year's dinners, where you ^re already 
befpoke. It is worth your while to come 
to fee your old friend Lewis^ who is wifer 
than ever he was, the beft of hulbands. I am 
lure I can lay from my own experience, that 
he is the beft of friends. He was fo to me, 
when he had little hope I Ihould ever live 
to thank him. 

Vou muft acquaint me before you take 
journey, that we may provide a convenient 
lodging for you amongft your friends. I 
am called away this moment, and have only 
^ime to add, that I love and long to fee you, 
and am moft fincerely, dear Sir, your moft 
faithful humble fervant," 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



X 4 LET- 
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LETTER CCXXL 

Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL, 

London, April i6, 1726. 

X HE ladies have told you all my adven- 
tures, and I licar you are ruining me with 
dung. I have writ feveral times to the 
ladies, and fhall foon do fo again. I fend 
you inclofed 'the bill of lading for a pidure 
that has lain long at fea ; you will be fo 
kind to get it out of the cuftom-houfe. 
Mr. Medlicot will make it eaiy, if there 
fhould be any difficulties* My humble 
TerVice to Mrs. Worrall^ and the ladies and 
till my friends. I thank God I am in pretty 
good health. I have now company with 
me ; I can fay no more. I hope you are all 
well. 

I got no voice at Oxford ^ but am en- 
deavouring for one here. 



.,. / '-' LET- 
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LETTER CCXXIL 

>r. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT*. 

DEAR SIR, Indorfcd, « i^it:* 

HAVE been at your lodgings this 
lorning, but you was out early. Her 
>yal highhefs begs the honour of a vifit 
om you on Thurfday night at feven o'clock, 
'ou are to be attended by, dear Sir, your 
loft faithful humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 

I hope you will not engage yourfelf at that hour ^ 
but 1 fhall fee you before that time. 
Tuefday^ 3 o'clock. 

LETTER CCXXIIL 
)r- SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL. 

Twickenham, July 15, 1726. 

L WISH you would fend me a com- 
non bill in form upon any banker for one 
kundred pounds, and I will wait for it, 
nd in the mean time borrow where I can^ 
lYhat you tell me of Mrs. Jobnfon, I 

* Then in London. The Dean went thither in the 
beginning cf Jpril^ 1726 ; and this invitation was made 
»y hci royal highnefs, afterwards queen Caroline, foon 
iici3 but is uncertain on what day. 

have 
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have long expefted, with great oppref- 
fion and heavinefs of heart. We have 
been perfect friends thefe thirty-five years. 
Upon my advice they both came to Irt- 
hndj and have been ever fince my con- 
ftant companions ; and the remainder of 
my life vrill be a very melancholy fcene, 
when one of them is gone, whom I 
moft efteemed, upon the fcore of every 
good quality, that can poflibly recommend 
a human creature. I have thefe two 
months feen through Mrs. Dingley's dif- 
guifes*. And, indeed, ever fince I left 
you, my heart hath been (o funk, that I 
have not been the fame man, nor ever 
fhall be again ; but drag on a wretched life, 
till it fhall pleafe God to call me away. I 
muft tell you, as a friend, that if you 
have reafon to believe Mrs. "Jobnjon can- 
not hold out till my return, I would not 
think of coming to Ireland^ and, in that 
cafe, I would expe<ft of you, in the be- 
ginning of September^ to renew my licence 
for another half year ; which time I wffl 
fpend in fome retirement far from L(mJ^% 
till I can be in a difpofition of appearing, 

♦ Probably endeavouring to conceal Mrs. JJmfiais 
' danger, in te(idernefs to the Dean. 

after 



( ^99 ) 

jaftcr an accident, that muft be fo fatal to 
my quiet. I wilh it could be brought about, 
that flie might make her wilL Her intea- 
tions are to leave the intereft of all her for- 
tune to her mother and fifter, during their 
lives, and afterwards to Dr, Stephens'^ hof- 
pital, to purchafe lands for fuch ufes there, 
as (he defigns. Think how I am difpofed 
while I write this, and forgive the incon- 
fiftencies. I would not for the univerfe 
be prefent at fuch a trial of feeing her 
depart. She will be among friends, that, 
upon her own account and great worth, 
will tend her with all poflible care, where 
I fhould be a trouble to her, and the 
greateft torment to myfelf. In cafe the 
matter fhould be defperate, I would have 
you advife, if they come to town, that 
: they fhould be lodged in fome airy healthy 
part, and not in the deanry; which b6- 
fides, you know, cannot but be a very im- 
proper thing for that houfe to breathe her 
, laft in. This I leave to your difcretion, and 
I conjure you to burn this letter immedi- 
ately, witfiout telling the contents of it to 
. any perfon alive. Pray write to me every 
week, that I may know what fteps to 
\ take ; for I am determined not to go to /r^- 

land. 
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land, to find her j lift dead, or dying. No- 
thing but extremity could make me fo fa- 
miliar with thofe terrible words, applied to 
fuch a dear friend. Let her know^ I havt 
bought her a repeating gold watch, for her 
cafe in winter nights- I defigned;to have 
furprifcd her with it ; but now I would have 
her know it, that (he may fee how my 
thoughts are always to make her eafy, I 
am of opinion, that there is not a greater 
folly than to contraft too great and intimate 
a friendfhip, which muft always leave the 
furvivor miferable. On the back oi Brere- 
ton's note there was written the account of 
Mrs. John/on s ficknefs. Pray, in your next, 
avoid that miftake, and leave the backfidc 
blank. When you have read this letter 
twice, and retain what I delirc, pray burn itj 
and let all I have faid lie only in your own 
breail. Pray write every week. I have (till 
I know further) fixed on AuguJI the fif- 
teenth to fet out for Ireland. I fhall con- 
tinue or alter my meafures according to 
your letters. Adieu. 

Pray tell Mr. Dobbsj of the college, that I 
received his letter; but cannot poflibly 
anfwer it, which I certainly would, if 
I had materials. As to what you iay about 

promc- 
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promotion, you will find it was given im- 
mediately to Mau/e, as I am told ; and I 
aflurc you I had no offers, nor would ac- 
cept them. My behaviour to thofe in 
power hath been diredly contrary, fincc 
I came here. I had rather have good news 
from you than Canterbury^ though it were 
given me upon my own terms. 

LETTER CCXXIV. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to the 
Three Yahoos of T^wickenbam^ JONA- 
THAN, ALEXANDER, JOHN*^ 

MOST EXCELLENT TRIUMVIRS OF 

PARNASSUS, 

Jl hough you are probably very in- 
different where I am, or what I am doing; 
yet I refolve to believe the contrary. I per- 
fuade myfelf, that you have fent at leail 
fifteen times within this fortnight to-f-Djw* 
ley farm, and that you are extremely mor- 
tified at my long filence. To relieve you 
therefore from this great anxiety of mind, 
I can do no lefs than write a few lines to 

♦ John Gay. 

+ The countnr rrfidcncc of lord Bolin^troh, ncaf 
• JCraf^ord in Middliftx. 

you 
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you ; and I pleafc myfelf beforehand wiA 
the vaft plcafure, which this epiftle muft 
needs give you* That I may add to this 
pleafure, and give you further proofs of 
my beneficent temper, I will likewiic in- 
form you, that I (hall be in your neigh- 
bourhood again by the end of next week; 
by which time I hope that yonatbari^ ima- 
gination of bufinefs will be fucceeded by 
ibme imagination mort becoming a pro- 
feflbr of that divine fcience,'i5^ bagatelle. 
Adieu, Jonathan^ Alexander ^ John! Mirth 
be with you. 

From the banks of the Sivtmey July 23, 1716. 

LETTER CCXXV. 
Dn SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL 

London, Aug. 6, 1726. 

Jhl T the time that I had your letter, with 
the bill, (for which I thank ypu) I re* 
ceived another from Dr. Sheridan, both fuB 
of the melancholy account of our friend* 
The doiflor advifes me to go over at the 
time I intended, which I now defign to dd 
and to fet out on Monday the fifteendi from 
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hcnte^ However, if any accident (hould 
happen to me, that you do not find mc 
come over on the firft of Sept ember ^ I would 
have you renew my licence of abfence from 
the fecond of September^ which will be 
the day that my half year will be out ; and 
fince it is not likely, that you can anfwer 
this, fo as to reach me before I leave if 
London^ I defire you will write to me, 
diredted to Mrs. Kenab, in Cbe/ier, where I 
defign to fet up, and fhall hardly be there 
in lefs than a fortnight from this timej 
and if I fhould then hear our friend was 
no more, I might probably be abfent a 
month or two in fome parts oi Derbyjhire^ 
or Wales. However, you need not renew 
the licence till the firft of September ; andt 
if I come not, I will write to you from 
Cbejler. This unhappy affair is the greateft 
trial I ever had ; and I think you are un- 
happy in having converfed fo much with 
that perfon under fuch circumftances. Tell 
Dr. Sheridan^ I had his letter ; but care not 
to anfwer it. I wifli you would give 
me your opinion, at Cbefier^ whether I 
^ ihall come over or no. I fhall be there^ 
God willing, QV^HburJday^ the eighteenth 

inftant 
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inftant. This Is enough to fay, in my pre* 
feat fituation. I am, &c. 

My humble fervicc and thanks t© Mrs. irorreSj 
for the care of our friend, which I fhall never 
forget. 

LETTER CCXXVI. 

»Dr. SWIFT to the Rev. Mr. WORRALL. 

^ Auguft 15, 1726. 

X H I S is Saturday, and on Monday I fet 
out for Ireland. I defired you would fend 
me a letter to Chejier. I fuppofc I fhall be 
in Dublin with moderate fortune in ten or 
eleven days hence ; for I will go by Holy* 
head. I ihall llay two days at Cbejlery unlels 
I can contrive to have my box fent after 
me. I hope I /hall be with you by the end 
of Auguji ; but however, if I am not with 
you by the fecond of September^ which is 
the time that my licence is out, I defirc 
you will get me a new one ; for I would 
not lie at their mercy, though I know it 
fignifies nothing. I expedt to be very mifer- 
able when I come; but I fhall be pre- 
pared for it. I defired you would write to 
me to Cbefiery which I hope you will do; 
and pray hinder Dr. Sheridan from writing 
to mq any more. 

This 



( 305 ) 

This is all I have to fay to you at pre- 
fent. 

I am, Gfr. 

J. SWIFT. . 

LETTER CCXXVIL 

WILLIAM PULTENEY, Efq; 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, Sept. 3, 1726. 

1 RECEIVED the favour of your kind 
letter at my lord Chetwyns; and though 
you had fo much goodnefs, as to forbid 
my anlwering it at that time ; yet I fhould 
be inexcufable, now I have perfedtly re- 
covered my health and ftrength, if I did 
not return you my very hearty thanks for 
your concern for me during my illnefs. 
Though our acquaintance has not been of 
long date, yet I think I may venture to 
affure you, that, even among your old 
friends, you have not many, who have a 
jufter regard for your merit than I have* 
I could wifh, that thofe, who are more 
able to ferve you than I am, had the fame 
defire of doing it. And yet methinks, 
now I confider it, and reflect who they are, 
I fhould be forry they had the merit of 
Vol. IL Y doing 
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doing fo right a thing. As well as I wiih 
you, I would rather not have you provided 
for yet, than provided for by thofe that I 
don't like. Mr. Pope tells me, that we fliall 
fee you in fpring. When we meet again, 
I flatter myfclf we fliall not part fo foon; 
and I am in hopes you will allow me a 
longer fliare of your company than you did, 
All I can fay to engage you to come a little 
oftener to my houfe, is, to promifc, that 
you fliall not have one difli of meat at my 
table fo difguifed, but you fliall eafily know 
what it is. You fliall have a cup of your 
own for fmall beer and wine mixed toge- 
ther ; you fliall have no women at table, 
if you don't like them, and no men, but 
fuch as like you. I wiflied mightily to 
be in Londov before you left it, having 
fomcthing, which I would willingly have 
communicated you, that I do not think fo 
difcreet to truft to a letter. Dto not let 
your expedtations be raifed, as if it was a 
matter of any great confequence : it is not 
that, though I flionld be mighty glad you 
knew it, and perhaps I may foon find a way 
of letting you do fo. 

Our parliament, they now fay, is not to 
meet till after Chrijlmas, the chief bufinefs 

Z oS 



tof It being to give money* It may be pro- 
per the mitiifters fliould know, a little be- . 
fore it meets, how much farther they have 
run the nation in debt, that they may pru- 
dently conceal or provide what they think 
fit. I am told, that many among us begirt 
to grumble, that EngidndfhoMXA be obliged 
to fupport the charge of a very expenfive 
tfraf , whilft all the other powers of Europe 
Sire in peace. But I will enter no farther 
into public matters, taking it for granted, 
Ihat a letter diredted to you, and franked by 
me, cannot fail of raifihg the curibfity of 
Ibifte of our vigilant miniflers, and that 
they will open it ; though we know it is 
not cuftomary for them fo to do. Mrs. 
Pulteney is very much your humble fervant, 
and I am, with great truth. Sir, your 
^oft obedient humble fervant, 

W. PULTENEY. 



Y a L E T« 
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LETTER CCXXVIIL 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT- 
DEAR SIR, London, Sept. 16, 1726. 

I N C E I wrote Jaft, I have been always 
upon the ramble. I have been in Oxford^ 
Jhire with the duke and duchefs of ^ueenf- 
berry ^ and at Peterjham^ and wherefocver 
they would carry me i but as they will go 
to Wiltjhire without me, on Tuefday next, 
for two or three months, I believe I fhall 
then have finilhed my travels for this year^ 
and fhall not go farther from London^ than 
now and then to Twickenham. I faw Mr* 
Pope on Swiday, who hath lately efcaped a. 
very great danger i butis very much wounded 
acrofs his right-hand. Coming home in 
the dark, about a week ago, alone in my 
lor A Bolingbroke's coach from Daw/ey, he was 
overturned, where a bridge has been broken 
down, near Whit ton, about a mile from 
his own houfe. He was thrown into the 
river, with the glafles of the coach up, and 
was up to the knots of his perriwig in 
water. The footman broke the glafs to 
draw him out ; by which, he thinks, he 
received the cut acrofs his hand. He was 

afraid 
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afraid he fliould have loft the ufe of his 
little finger, and the next to it ; but the 
furgeon, whom he fent for laft Sunday from 
London to examine it, told him, that his fin- 
gers were fafe, that there were two nerves 
cut, but no tendon. He was in very good 
health, and very good fpirits, and the wound 
in a fair way of being foon healed *. The 
inftrudlions you fent me to communicate 
to the dodtor about the finger, I tranfcribed 
from your own letter, and fent to him ; for, , 
at that time, he was going every other day 
to Wind/or Park to vifit Mr. Congreve, 
who hath been extremely ill, but is now 
recovered. I dined and fupped on Monday 
laft with lord and lady Bolingbroke, at lord 
Berkeley s, at Cranford, and returned to 
London^ with the duke and duchefs of 
Slueenjberryj on Tuefday by two o'clock in 
the morning. -You are remembered always 
with great refpedt by all your acquaintance, 
and every one of them wifhes for your re- 
turn. The lottery begins to be drawn on 
Monday next, but my week of attendance 
will be the firft in OElober. I am obliged 
to follow the engravers to make them dif- 

* See lord Bolingiroke*s account of this accident, in 
his letter, dated SipHmber 226^ 1726. 
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patch my plates for the fiables ; far without 
it, I find they proceed but very flowly. I 
take your advice in this, as I wi(h to do i« 
all things, and freq^u^ntly revife my work| 
in order to finiih it as well as I (an, Mr, 
Pulteney takes the letter you fent him in 
the kindeft manner \ and I l)eUeve he; is^ 
except a few ex(:\irfions, fixed in town for 
the winter. As for the particular affair, 
that you want to be informed in, we are as 
yet vrholly in the dark; but Mr, Popi 
will follpw your inft^dtions^ \ have npf 
feen Mrs. Howard a great whjle, which 
you kpow mufl: be a great mortification and 
felf-denial ; but in my cafe, it is particularly 
unhappy, that a man connot contrive to be 
in tyv^o places at the fame time : if I could, 
while you are there, one of them fhould be 
always Dublin. But, after all, it is a filly 
thing to be with a friend by halves, fo 
that I will give up all thoughts of bringing 
this proje£t to perfed:ion, if you will con- 
trive, that we (hall meet again foon. I am, 
dear Sir, your moil obliged and aflfeftionatc 
friend, and fervant, 

J. G A Y. 



LET- 
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LETTER CCXXIX. 
Pr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, Sq>t. 20, 1726. 

X HAVE been balancing, dear Sir, thefe 
three days, whether I fliould write to you 
firft. Laying afide the fuperiority of your 
dignity, I thought a notification was due to 
me, as well as to two others of my friends : 
then, I confidered, that this was done in the 
public news, with all the formalities of re- 
ception of a lord lieutenant. I reflefted 
on the dependency oi Ireland i but, faid I, 
what if my friend fliould difpqte this ? 
Then I confidered, that letters were always 
introduced at firft from the civilized to the 
barbarous kingdom. In fliort, my afiedioa 
and the pleafure of correfponding with my 
dear friend, prevailed ; and, fince you mod 
difdainfully, and barbaroufly confined mc 
to two lines a month, I was refolved ta 
plague you with twenty times that number^, 
though I think it was a ipxt of a compli* 
ment, to be fuppofed capable of fa)ring any 
thing in two lines. The Gafcoyne afked 
only to fpeak one word to the French king, 
which the king confining, him to, he 
Y 4 brought 
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brought a paper, and faid, Jignez^ and not 
a word more. Your negotiation with the 
finging man is in the hands of my daughter 
Nancy ^ who, I can affure you, will negled 
nothing that concerns you : fhe has wrote 
about it. Mr. Pope has been in hazard 
of his life by drowning : coming late, two 
weeks ago, from lord Bolingbroke's in his 
coach and fix, a bridge on a little river be- 
ing broke down, they were obliged to go 
through the water, which was not too high, 
but the coach was overturned in it; aod 
the glafs being up, which he could not 
break, nor get down, he was very near 
drowned; for, the footman was ftuck in 
the mud, and could hardly come in time to 
his afliftance. He had that in common 
with Horace^ that it was occafioned by the 
trunk of a tree ; but it was trunco rbeda 
i/Iaf/a, neque F annus iSlum dextra levabati 
for he was wounded in the left hand, but, 
thank God, without any danger ; but by 
the cutting of a large vefTel, loft a great 
deal of blood. I have been with Mrs. How- 
ardf who has a moft intolerable pain in one 
fide of her head. I had a great deal of 
difcourfe with your friend, her royal high- 
nefs. She infifted upon your wit, and good 

con- 
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converfatlon. I told her royal highncfs, 
that was not what I valued you for, but 
for being a fihccrc, honeft man, and fpeak- 
ing the truth, when others were afraid to 
fpcak it. I have been for near three weeks 
together every day at the duchefs of MarU 
borough's^ with Mr. Congreve, who has been 
like to die with a fever, and the gout in 
his ftomach ; but he is now better, and like 
to do well. My brother was like to be 
catft away going to France : there was a fhip 
loft juft by him. I write this in a dull 
humour, but with moft fincere afFedion, to 
an ungrateful man as you are, that minds 
every body more than me, except what 
concerns my intereft. My dear friend, 
farewel. 

LETTER CCXXX. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT^ 

London, Sept. 22, 1726. 

BOOKSELLER, who fays he. is in 
a few days going to Dublin^ calls here, and 
offers to carry a letter to you. I cannot refift 
the temptation of writing to you, though 
I have nothing to fay more by this convey- 

anccj 
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ance, than I fliould have by that of the 
poft } though I have lately clubbed with 
Pope to make up a moil elegant epiftle to 
you in profe and verfc ; and though I wrote 
the other day the firft paragraph of that 
Chedder* letter, which is preparing for 
you. The only cxcufe then, which I caa 
plead for writing now, is, that the letters 
will coft you nothing. Have you heard rf 
the accident which befel poor Fope im 
going lately from me ? A bridge was down, 
the coach forced to go through the water* 
the bank fteep, an hole on one fide, and a 
block of timber on the other, the night as 
dark as pitch. In fhort, he Qverturnedi 
the fall was broke by the water ; but the 
glafTes were up, and he might have been 
drowned, if one of my men had not broke 
a glafs, and pulled him out through the 
window. His right-hand was feverely cut i 

• A Cheddcr letter, is a letter written by the contri- 
bution of feveral friends, each fumifliing a paragraph. 
The name is borrowed from that of a large and cxceK 
lent checfe made at Cheditr in Somnfetflnrty where all 
the dairies contribute to make the cheefc, which b thu& 
made of new milk, or frefli cream ; of which, one dairy 
not furniihing a fuiEcient quantity, the common pradicc 
is to make cheefc of milk or cream that has been fet by, 
till a proper quantity is procured^ and then part of it at 
leaft is ftale. 

bat 



but the ftirgeon thinks him in no danger 
of lofing the ulb of his fingers : however^ 
1m has lately had very great pain$ in that 
arm from the fhoulder downwards, which 
might create a fufpicion, that fome of the 
glafs remains fUll in the fle|h. St. Andre 
fays, there is none. If foj thefe pains arc 
9 wing to a cold he took in a fit of gallantry^ 
which carried him acrofs the water to fee 
Mrs. Howard^ who has been extremely ill, 
but is much better. Juft as I ajn writing, 
I hear, that doctor Arbnthmt fays, that 
JP^^'s pains are rheun»atic, and have no 
relation to his wound. He fu0ers very 
much; I will endeavour to fee him to- 
morrow. Let me hear from you as oftea 
as you can afford to wnte. I would fay 
ibmething to you of myfelf, if I had any 
good to fay ; but I am much in the fame 
way in which you left me, eternally bufy 
about trifles, difagreeable ia themfelves, 
bat rendered fupportable by their endj 
which is, to enable me to byry myfelf from 
the world (who cannot be poore tired of mQ 
than I am of it) in an agreeable fepulchre. 
I hope to bring this about by next fpring, 
and (hall be glad to fee you at my funeral. 
Adieu. 

LET- 
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LETTER CCXXXI. 
Mr. G A y to Dr. S W I F T, 

DEAR SIR, Whitchall,Oa. 22, 1726. 

Jj E F O R E I fay one word to you, give 
me leave to fay fomething of the other gen- 
tleman's affair. The letter was fcnt ; and 
.the anfwer was, that every thing was finifh- 
ed and concluded according to orders, and 
that it would be publicly known to be fo ia 
a very few days ; fo that, I think, there can 
be no occafion for his writing any more 
about this affair. 

The letter you wrote to Mr. Pope^ was 
not received till eleven or twelve days after 
date; and the pofl-office, we fuppofe, 
have very vigilant officers ; for they had 
taken care to make him pay for a double 
letter. I wifh, I could tell you, that the 
cutting of the tendons of two of his fingers 
was a joke ; but it is really fo : the wound 
is quite healed ; his hand is flill weak, and 
the two fingers drop downwards, as I told 
you before * ; but, I hope, it will be very 

• In the preceding letter he fays, no tendon is cut : 
he mud therefore refer to a letter not in this colledion, 
if his memory did not fail him. 

little 
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little troublefome or detrimental to him. 
In anfwer to our letter of maps, pidures^ 
and receipts, you call it a tripartite letter. 
If you will examine it once again, you will 
find fome lines of Mrs. Howard^ and ibme 
of Mr. Pulteneyj which you have not taken 
the leaft notice of. The receipt of the veal 
is of MonfieurDjT;^^^, Mr. Pulferuy's cook ; 
and it hath been approved of at one of our 
Twicieniam entertainments. The difficulty 
of the faucepan, I believe you will find, is 
owing to a negligence in perufing the ma- 
nufcript ; for, if I remember right, it is 
there called a ftew-pan. Your earthen 
veffel, provided it is clofe flopped, I allow 
to be a gooA fuccedaneum. As to the boiling 
chickens in a wooden bowl, I (hall be quite 
afhamed to confult Mrs. Howard upon your 
account, who thinks herfelf intirely neg- . 
ledted by you, in not writing to her, as you 
promifed : however, let her take it as fhe 
will, to ferve a friend, I'll venture to afk 
it of' her. The prince and his family come 
to fettle in town to-morrow. That Mr. 
Pulteney expected an anfwer to his letter, 
and would be extremely pleafed to hear 
from you, is very certain ; for I haye heard 

him 
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him talk of it with expe(ftation for abo^fe tf 
fortnight. 

I have of late been very much out dl 
order with a flight fever, which I am nof 
yet quite free from. It was occafioned by 
a cold, which my attendance at the Gu^d^ 
Hall improved. I have iiot a friend, who 
has got any thing Ufider my adminiftration^ 
but the duchefe of ^eenjberry, who hath 
had a benefit of a thoufand pounds. Yooi' 
mentioning Mr. RolUnfm * fo kindly wOl, I 
know, give him much pleafure ; for hi 
always tilks of you with great regald, tiki 
the ftrongeft tentxks of friendihip. He hatfi' 
been of kte iU of a fever, but is recovered 
ib as to go abrctad and take the air. 

If the emgfavers keep their word with me, 
I {ball be able to publi^ my fables foon aftef 
Cbrijlmds. The doftor's book -f* is iiltijel/ 
printed off, and will be very (boo publi&ed. 
I believe yooll expe^:, thaC I fbould giv£ 
you fome account how I have fpeht my 
time fince you left me. Tbave attended 
my diftrelTed friend at TKcickmlmnt^ and beeft 

• * A great friend of lord BaUngbrohy Dr. Smft^ ind 
Mr. Pope. He married the widow of J^ carl of ff^ 
thilfia. 

t * Jrbuthmt's ubies of antient coins, (ic.^ 

his 
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lis amanuenfis^ which you know is no idle 
;harge. I haVe read about half Virgil^ and 
lalf Spencer's Fairy-^een. 1 ftill dcfpifc 
:ourt preferments, fo that I lofe no^time 
ipon attendance on great men; and ftil! 
ran find amufement enough without qua- 
Jrille, which here is the univerfal em- 
ployment of life. 

I thought you would be glad to hear 
from me, fo that I determined not to ftif 
)ut of my lodgings till I had anfwered 
jTOur letter : and, I think, I fhall very pro- 
bably hear more of the matter (which I 
mention in the firft paragraph of this letter) 
as foon as I go abroad ; for I expert it every 
day. We have no news as yet of Mr. Stop^ 
ford: Mr. RoUinfon told me he fhall know 
of his arrival, and will fend me word. 
I^rd Bolinghroke hath been to make a vifit 
to Sir William Wyndbam. I hear he is re« 
turned, but I have not feen him. If I had 
been in a better flate of health, and Mrs. 
Howard * were not to come to town to- 
ijiorrow, I would have gone to Mr. Fope*^ 
to-day, to have dined with him there on 
Monday. 

\ Afterwards countefs of Suffolk^ from whom Gof at 
this time bad expediations. 

You 
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You afk me how to addrefs to lord 

B , when you are difpofed to write to 

him. If you mean lord Burlington^ he is 
not yet returned from France^ but is ex- 
pected every day. If you mean lord 
Bathurjis he is in Gloucejierjhir^, and makes 
but a very fliort Hay ; fo tha^ if you dircd 
to one of them in St. James' s-fquare^ or to 
the other at Burlington-ioufe, in Piccadilly^ 
your letter will find them. I will make your 
compliments to lord Cbefterjield and Mr. 
Tulteney ; and I beg you, in return, to make 
mine to Mr. Ford. Next week I fhall have 
a new coat, and new buttons, for the birth- 
day, though I don't know, but a turn- 
coat might have been more for my ad- 
vantage. Your's moft fincerelyand affeftion- 
ately. 

P. S. I hear that lord Bolingbroke will be 
in town, at his houfe in Fall-mall^ next 
week. 

As we cannot enjoy any good things 
without your partaking of it, accept of the 
following receipt for ftewing veal *. 

* This is fuppofed to be the receipt of Mr. Pukenef% 
cook, mentioned in the preceding part of this letter, 
verfified. 
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^ake a knuckle of Veal ; 

Vou may buy it, or fteah 

In a few pieces cut it : 

in a fte wing- pan put iti 

Bait, pepper, and mace 

Muft feafon this knuckle i 

Then * what's join'd to a place. 

With other herbs muckle ; 

"That, which killed king f JVill: 

And what never % (lands ftill. 

Som6 § fprig's of that bed 

Where children are bred. 

Which much ybu will mend^ if 

Both fpinnige and (sndive, 

And lettice, and beet. 

With marygold meet. 

Put no water at all \ 

For it mak6th things fniall. 

Which, left it fliould happen^ 

A clofe cover clap on. 

Put this pot of II H^ooSs mettle 

In. a hot boiling keltk, 

And there let it be 

(Mark the doftrine I teach) 

About — let me fee^ — 

Thrice as long as you preach^ : 



* Vulgo, falafy. f Suppofcd forrcl. J This i^ by 
>r. Bentley thought to be time, or thyme. 
& Parfley. Vide Cbamiirlaym. I Copper. 



i < Which we Tuppofe to be near four hours.' 
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So Ikimining the fat off. 
Say grace with your hat off. 
O, then ! with what rapture 
Will it fill dean and chapter ! 

LETTER CCXXXII. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Dr. SWIFT. 

Londofl,.Nov. 8, 1726. 

I TAKE it mighty kindly, that a man of 
your high poft, dear Sir, was pleafcd to 
write me fo long a letter. I look upon 
the captain 7W of a great nation to be a 
much greater man than the governor of it, 

I am forry your commiffion about your 
finger has not been executed fooncr. It 
is not Nannfs fault, who has fpoke feveral 
times to Dr. Pepujcb about it, and wrote 
three or four letters, and received for 
anfwer, that he would write for the young 
fellow ; but flill, nothing is. done. I will 
endeavour to get his nanac and direction, 
and write to him myfelf. 

Your books fliall be fent as directed: 
they have been printed above amondi; but 
I cannot get my fubfcribefs names*. I 

• « To a work, in 410, intitlcd, TabUs ofancittn CunSf 
Weights^ and Meafur$Sj utpUdnidand ^mmfliJUi infimrd 
DiJertatioHs.^ 

2 will 
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\»rill make bveir all my J)r«fits to you for 
the property of GulHver^s travels i which, 
I belxeve^ will hare as great a rUn as Jobm 
Bwyany. GtcHkar is a happy man, that^ at 
his agt| caa wrke fuch a merry book. 

i made my lord alrchbifhop's ^ compile 
Incuts to her royal highnefs^ who returns 
bis grace her thaakss at lire fame time, 
Mrs. ]3di0ard read your letter to herfelf. 
The priacefs immedtateiy feized on your 
plaid ^ for hss owtt ufe» and has ordered 
the young princeiies to be clad in the 
iame« When I had the honour to fee her, 
flie Was reading GtdHver^ and was juft 
come to the pafiage of the hobbling 
prince i which iQie laughed at^ I tell you 
freely, the part of the projedors is the 
leaft brilliant. Le^ % grumbles a little at 
it, and fays, he wants die key to it, and is 
daily refining. I fuppofe he will be able to 
publifh like Bameialt |) in ttme« I gave 

• « Probably, archbifhop King of Dnbtin* 

t The De» &&t a ptefeot of fome filk pfaucb from 
trilandj for the princefs of fyialis^ and the young 
|>rincefle8. 

t * Eraffnm Lcwis^ E^q;' 

I This refers to a pamphlet, intitled^ A Key to tf)i Lock: 
Or^ a Treatiji proving beyond ail Cbntra££fion the dangerous 
tendency of a late Poem^ iutitled. The Rape of the Lock^ 
to Government and Religion, By Efdras Barneviltj Apo- 
thecary. The fecond edition of this piece was publiihed 
J7»5> 8vo. 

Z 2 jrpur 
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your fervice to lady Harvey. She is in 
a little fort of a miiF about a ballad, that 
was wrote on her, to the tune oi Molly Mogg, 
and fcnt to her, in the name of a begging 
j)oet. She was bit, and wrote a letter to the 
begging poet, and defired him to change 
two double entendres ; which the authors, 
Mr. Pulteney and lord CbefterfieU, changed 
to fingle entendres. I was againft that, 
though I had a hand in the firft. She is 
not difpleafed, I believe, with the ballad, 
but only with being bit. 

There has been a comical paper about 
quadrille * defcribing it in the terms of a 
lewd debauch among four ladies, meeting 
four gallants, two of a ruddy, and two of a 
fwarthy complexion, talking of their a— cs, 
&c. The riddle is carried on in pretty 
llrong terms, it was not found out a 
long time. The ladies, imagining it to be 
a real thing, began to guefs who were of 
the party. A great ininifter was for hang- 
ing the author. In (hort, it has made very 
good fport. 

Gay has had a little fever, but is pretty 
well recovered : fo i« Mr* Pope. We fhaU 

♦ Written by hhiC^ngreve. 

west 



( 325 ) 
meet at lord Bolingbroke's on ^hurfday^ in. 
town, at dinner, and remember you. G«/- 
liwr is in every body's hands. Lord 
Scarborough^ who is no inventor of ftories, 
told me, that he fell in company with a 
mafter of a fhip, whb told him, that he was 
very well acquainted with Gulliver-, but 
that the printer had miftaken, that he lived 
in Wapping, and not at Rotberhitbe. I lent 
the book to an old gentleman, who went 
immediately to his map to fearch for 
Lilliput. 

We exped war here. The City of London 
are all rrying cut for it, that they (hall be 
undone without it, there being now a total 
Aoppage of all trade. I think one of the 
beft courfes will be, to rig out a privateer 
for the IVefi Indies. Will you be concerned? 
We will build her at Bermudas^ and get 
Mr. Dean Berkeley ♦ to be our manager. 

I had the honour to fee lord Oxford, who 
afked kindly for you, and faid he would 
write to you. If the projedt goes on of 
printing fome papers, he has promifed to 
give copies of fome things, which I believe 

• He formed a defign of fixing an univerfitjr in the 
Bermudas. See note on BoliHgbniis letter dated July 24, 
1725. 

Z 3 cannot 
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cannot bp fbusid clfcwhcrc. My !woAtfi 
Robert has bee© v«y ill of a rh«u,matifin^ 
Wifli^ng you all health and happiixefs, and 
not daring tp write my paper on the oAter 
fide, I mufl: remain, dear Sir,^ yonir mpft 
iaitl^ful humble fenrant, 

ja ARBUTHNQT. 
L E T T E «. ccxxjoai. 

Mrs, HOWARD to Dr. SV^IPT, 

Nov. 17x6. 

1 D I D npt expe£U that th^ fight of mj^ 
ting MKmld produce the e^ds it has. I was^ 
m fuch a hurry to. fliew your piaid to. 
the princefsy that I could not ftay to pot it 
into the fhape you defired. It plet&d ex- 
tremely, and I have orders to it ttttpac'^ 
cording to the fir A delign f but as this is not 
proper for the public, you are defited to fend 
over, for the fame princefs^ft life, tiie hei^t 
ctf the 5r^^/>8gf»tf^ dwarf multiplied by z^. 
The young princefTes moft be taken care 
ctf J theirs muft be in three Ihans : for a 
fhort method, you may draw a line of 20, 
feet, and "upon that, by two circles, form 
an equilateral triangle 5 then meafuring each 

fide 
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fide, you will find the proper qiuntlty and 
proper divifioo. If you want a more par- 
ticular or better rule, I refer you to the 
academy of Legado *. I am of opinion 
many of this kingdom will foon appear iu 
your plaid. To this end ic will be highly 
neceffiu-y, that care be taken of difpoiing^ 
of the purple, .the yellow and white filks ; 
and chough the greens are for the prin- 
ceflcs, the officers are very vigilant ; fo take 
care they are not feized. Don't forget to be 
obfervant how you difpofe of the colours. 
I fhali take all particular precautions to 
have the money ready, and to return it the 
way you judge fafefl. I thiak it would be 
worth your refteding in what manner the 
chequer might be beft managed. 

The princc£s will take care, that you fhall 
have pumps fuffici^nt to ferve you till you 
return to England ^y but thinks you cannot^ 
in common decency, appear in heels -f, 
and therefore advifes your keeping clofe till 
they arrive. Here arc feveral Lilliputian 
mathematicians, (o that the length of your 
head, or of your foot, is a fuificient mea- 

• Sec Gullivir's travels. 

t See Gulliver*s travels, where high and low heels arc 
made the diftin6lion of political parties. 

Z 4 fure« 
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fure. Send it by the firft opportunity, 
Don't forget our good friends the 500 
weavers. You may omit the gold thread. 
Many diiputes have arifen here, whether 
the Big'Endians and Leffer-Endians ever 
differed in opinion about the breaking of 
eggs, when they were to be either buttered 
or poached ? Or whether this part cf 
cookery was ever known in Lilliput ? I can- 
not conclude without telling you, that our 
ifland is in great joy ; one of our yahoos 
having been delivered of a creature, half 
ram apd half yahoo; and another has 
brought forth four perfedt black * rabbits. 
May we not hope, and, with fome proba- 
bility, expert, that, in time, our female 
yahoos will produce a race of Hauybnbnms ? 
I am. Sir, your humble fervant, 

SIEVE YAHOOf. 

♦ This alludes to a famous impoftor, Mary TofU^ ef 
Godalmin^ in Surry^ called the rabbit woman, who, in 
Nov. 1726,. pretended to be delivered of living rabbits, 
and impofed, among others, upon St, Andree^ a phyfi- 
cian, who was her advocate, I think, in print. 

t Sieve Yahao is a name given by Swifiy in his Gulli- 
ver % travels, to a court lady. 
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I 



SIR, Nov. 29, 1726. 

WAS endeavouring to give an anfwer to 
yours in a new dialedl, which moft of us are 
very fond of. I depended much upon a 
lady, who had a good ear» and a pliant 
tongue, in hopes fhe might hav? taught 
me to dr^w founds out of confonants. But 
{he, being a profefled friend to the Italian 
fpeech ^nd vowels, would give me no 
afliftance, apd fo I am forced to write to you 
in the Tahoo, language. 

The new one in fafhion is much ftudied, 
and great pains taken about the pronuncia- 
tion. Every body (fince a new turn) ap- 
proves of it ; but the women feem moft 
fatisfied, who declare for few words and 
horfe-performance. It fuffices to let you 
know, that there is a neighing duetto ap- 
pointed for the next opera. 

Strange diftempers rage in the nation, 
which your friend the * Doftor takes no 

♦ ViohMiy Arbuthnou 

care 
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care of. In fome, the imagination is ftruck 
with the apprchcnfion of fwelling to a giant, 
or dwindling to a pigmy. Others exped an 
oration equal to any of Cicero's from an 
eloquent barb, and fome take the braying 
of an afs for the emperor's fpeech in favour 
of the Vienna alliance. The knowledge of 
the ancient world is of no ufe ; men have 
loft their tities ; continents and iflands have 
got new names, juft upon the appearance of 
a certain book *, Women bring forth rab- 
bits -f-j and every man, vAtoft wife has con- 
ceived, expefts an heir with four l^s. It 
was concluded not long ago, that fuch con- 
fufion could be only brought ftboot by the 
black art, and by the fpells of a notorious 
fcribbling J magician, who was generally 
fufpe£ted, and was to be recommended to 
the mercy of the inquifition. Indidhaents 
were upon th'e anvil, a charge of forcery 
preparing, and Merlin's friends wer« aft aid^ 
that the exafperated pettifoggers would per- 
fuade the jury to bring in bUla venu For 
they pretended to bring in certain proofs of 

• Gulliver's travels. 

t * Mary Tofls pretended to do this ; but "being 
brought up to town, and well watched, the impofture 
\i^as dctcdted.* 

X The Dean. 

his 
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his appearance in feveral fhapes^ at one time 
a drapier* ; at another ^Wapping furgcon -f-, 
fometinYes a B^dac» fometimes a reverend 
divine. Nay more^ that he could raife the 
deadj that he had brought philofophers, 
heroes,, and poets, in the fame -caravan 
from the other world; and, after a fevr 
queftions, had fent them all to play at 
qus^drille in 4 flying ifland of his own. 

This was the fcene not many days agOp 
^d burnii^ was too good for the vrizzBrdJ 
Put what mutations amongft the Lii/^mtmnst 
The greatcjft lady in the nation refolvies to 
fend ^ pair of (tiots without heels to captain 
Quf/iver : die takes vset armis the plaid from 
^e lady it was fent to, which is fix)n to ap«- 
pear upon her royal per£»n; and nowg, 
who but captain GuUimr? The ca,ptatn 
indeed has nothing more to do but to 
^halk his pumps, learn to dance upon the 
rope, and I may yet live to fee him a 
bifhop. Verily, verily, I believe he never 
was in fuch imminent danger of prefer- 
ment. Sir, your affedtionate tar, 

• In the drapier*s letters againft IFood's halfpence. 
\ Lemuel Gullivir. 
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LETTER CCXXXVI. 
Lady BOLINGBROKE* to Dr. SWIFT. 

dc Dawleo cc premier Fevricr, 1726-7. 

N m'a dit, monfieur, que vous vous 
plaignes de n'avoir point recu de mes lettres. 
Vous avez tort : je vous traitte commes 
les divinites, qui tiennent conte aux hommes 
deleurs intentions. Ilyadixans, que j 'ay 
celle de vous ecrire ; avant que d*avoir 
riionneur de vous connoitre Tidde, que je 
me faifois de v6tre gravite, me retenoit : 
depuis que j'ay eu celuy de voir v6tre re- 
verence, je ne me fuispas trouvee afles d'ima- 
gination pour Thazarder. Un certain mon- 
fieur de Gulliver avoit un peu remis en 
mouvement cette pauvre imagination fi 
eteinte par I'air de Londres^ et par des con- 
verfations dont je n'entend que le bruit, je 
voulu me faifir de ce moment pour vous 
ecrire mais je tomboit malade, et je Tay 
toujours efte depuis trois mois. Je profite 

• < Second Wife of lord vifcount^^/r'/r^^r^/fr, born in 
France, She had been fecond wife of the marquis de 
Villette^ chef d'efcadre, nephew or coufin to madame rU 
Maintenon. Sec Foltaire^ Siecle dt Lewis XIV. torn, II. 
She died March 18, 1749. Lord Bolingbrohe furvived 
her, dying December 15, 1751, aged 78.' 
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done, monfieur, de premier retour de niA 
fanti dc vous remercier de vos reprochcs, 
dont je fuis tFes flattie, et pour voos dire un 
mot de mon ami monfieur Gulliver. J'ap- 
prend avec une grande fatisfadion, qu'il 
vient d'etre traduit en Franfois^ et commc 
mon fejour en Angkterre a beaucoup redouble 
mon amitie pour mon pays et pour mes 
compatriotes^ je fuis ravis qu'its puiffent 
participer au plaifir, que m'a fait ee boa 
monfieur, et profiter de fes decouvertes. 
Je ne defefpere pas que 1 2 vaiOTeaux que la 
France vient d'armer ne puiiTent ^trc deftine, 
a une embafiade ches me/Ceurs les 
Houybnhnms. En ce cas je vous propoferaii 
que nous fafiions ce voyage. En attendant 
je fcay bon gr^ a un ouvder dc vdtre nation, 
qui pour inflruire les dames, les quelleS 
comme vous fcavies, monfieur, (font icy un 
grand ufage) de leurs ^vantails, en a fait faire 
ou toutes les avantures de notre veridique 
voyageur font depeintes. Vous jugez bicn * 
quelle part il va avoir dans leur converfation. 
Cela fera a la verit^ beaucoup de tort a la 
pluye et au beautems, qui en remplifoient 
une partie, et en mon particulier je ferai 
priv^e des very cold et very warm, qui font 
les peu mots, que j 'en tende. Jecontede 

vous 
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vous envoyer de ces ^ventails par uh de vos 
amis. Vous vous eq fcrez un merite avec 
les dames d* Irlande^ fi tant eft que vous en 
ayes befoin; ce qui je ne crois pas^, da 
moins fi elles penfent commes les Frangoifes. 
Le feigneur de Dawley^ Mr. Pope^ et moy 
fommes icy occupes a boire> manger, dormir, 
ou ne ainfairc priantDieu qu'a ricn, fi fbit dc 
vou. Rcvenes ce printems nous revoir„ 
monfieur, attend votre retour avec im- 
patience pour tuer k boeuf le plus pefantj^ 
et le cochon le plus gros, qui foit dans ma 
ferme : Tun et Tautre feront fcrvis en entier 
fur le table de votre reverence, craint qu'elle 
n'aucun mon cuifinier deguifement. Vous 
brillieres parmy nous du moins autant que 
parmy vos Chanoins, et nous ne ferons pas 
moins emprcflK a vous plaire. Je le dif- 
puterai a tout autre, etant plus que perfonne 
du monde vdtre trcs humble and tres 
obeifiante fervante. 
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LETTER CCXXXVlt. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE td 
Dr. SWIFT. 

Feb. 17, 17*6.7. 

JL H t S opp6rtunity of writing to ybu t 
cannot negledt, though I fliall have kfs to 
fay to you than I fhould have by anothcf 
conveyance, Mr. Stopford being fully in-* 
formed of all that paiTes in this boifterous 
climate of ours, and carrying with him a 
cargo of our weekly produdbions. You 
will find anger on one fide, and rage on 
the other ; fatire on one fide, arid defama- 
tion on the other. Ah ! ou eft Grillon ? YoU 
fufFer much where you are, as you tell me, 
in an old letter of yours, which I have be- 
fore me I but you fufFer with the hopes of 
pafling next fummer between Dawley and 
Twickenham \ and thefe hopes, you flatter 
us, are enough to fupport your fpirits. 
Remember this folemn renewal of your en- 
gagements. Remember, that though you 
are a Dean, you are not great enough to de-* 
fpife the reproach of breaking your word* 
Your deafnefs muft not be a hackney cx- 
cuiit; to you, as it was to Oxfords What mat- 
ter 
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tet, if you are deaf? what matter^ if you 
cannot hear what \v6 lay? Yoii are not 
dumb, and we fhall hear you, and that's 
enough, ^iy wife wHtes to ybu herfelf, arid 
fends yOu fome fans juft arrived frdm LtV//- 
J>uf^ which you will difpofe of to the pre- 
fent Sfel/a, whoever (he be. Adieu, dear 
friend ; I cannot in confcience keep ydu any 
longer from enjoying Mr. Stopford's conver- 
fatioui I am hurrying myfelf here, that I 
may get a day or two for Dawley^ where 
t hope, that you will find me eitablifhed at 
your return. There I hope to finifti my 
days in eafe, without floth ; and believe I 
diall feldom vifit London, unlefs it be to 
divert myfelf now and then with annoying 
fools and knaves for a month or two. Once 
ihore adieu ; no man loves yOu better thaa 
your faithfuls 
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pliments ; (he hath been in an ill flate of 
health' all this winter, but I hope is fome- 
what better. I have been very much out 
of order myfelf for the moft part of the 
winter : upon my being let blood laft 
week, my cough and my hcad-ach are much 
better. Mrs. B/ount zlwzys afks after you, I 
refufed fupping at Burlington houfe, in re- 
gard to my liealth; and this morning I 
walked two hours in the park. The con- 
tempt of the world grows upon me, and I 
now begin to be richer and richer; for I 
find I could, every morning I awake, be 
content with lefs than I aimed at the day 
before. I fanfy, in time, I fhall bring my- 
leU into that ilate, which no man ever knew 
before me. In thinking I have enough, I 
really am afraid to be content with fo 
little, left my good friends fhould cenfure 
me for indolence, and the want of a laud- 
able ambition. So that it will be abfolutely 
necefTary for me to improve my fortune 
to content them. How folicitous is man- 
kind to pleafe others ? Pray give my fincere 
fervice to Mr. For J. Dear Sir, yours moft 
afFe£tionatelyj 

J. GAY. 

A a 2 LET- 
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LETTER CCXXXIX. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

May i8, 1727. 

1 LIVED on Tuefd^y with you and 
Pope. Yefterday another of my friends 
found his way to this retreat *, and I (hall 
pafs this day alone. Would to God my 
whole life could be divided in the fame 
manner ; two thirds to frieftdftiip, one third 
to myfelf, and not a moment of it to the 
world. 

In the epiftle, a part of which you (hewed 
me, mention is made of the author of three 
Occafional Letters 'f, a perfon intirely un- 
known. I would have you infinuate there, 
that the only reafon JValpole can have had 
to afcribe them to a particular perfon, is 
the authority of one of his fpies, , who 
Wriggles himfelf into the company of thofe, 
who neither love, efteem, nor fear the mi- 
nifter, that he may report, not what he hears, 
(fince no man fpeaks with any freedom be- 
fore him) but what he gueffes.. 

♦ « Dawley: 

t Printed in his lordfliip's works. They were firft 
publilhcd in Fd. 1726. 

I was 
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I was interrupted yefterday when I lead 
cxpeded it; and I am going to-day to 
Lendon^ where I hear that my wife is not 
very welL Let me know how Mrs. Pope 
does, 

I had a hint or two more for you ; but they 
have flipped out of my memory. Do not 
forget the /ixty nor the twenty guineas, nor 

the min character transferred into the 

adminiflration. Adieu, I am very faith- 
fully yours, my dear and reverend Dean. 
I embrace Pope. 

Friday icorning. 

LETTER CCXL. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Saturday, at Pope's, June 24, 1727. 

X AM going to London^ and intend to 
carry this letter, which I will give you, 
if I fee you, and leave for you, if I do not 
fee you. 

There would not be common fenfe in 
your going into France at this]unaijre,.cvea 
if you intended to ftay there long enough to 
draw the £o\^ pkafure ai^d profit, which I 
propofe you fhould have in the acquaintance 
I am ready to give you there. Much lefs 
A a 3 ought 
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LETTER CCXLI. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Cranfordy Tuefdaj. 

X HAVE fo fcvcrc a dcfluxion of rheum 
on both my eyes, that I dare hardly ftir 
abroad. You will be ready to fay, Phyficiah, 
cure thyfelf ; and tha* is what I am about. 
I took away, by cupping, yefterday, four- 
teen ounces of blood ; and fuch an operas 
tion would, I believe, have done you more 
good than ileel, bitters, waters and drops. 
I wifh "John Gay fuccefs in his purfuit ; but 
I think he has fome qualities, which will 
keep him down in the world. Good Grod! 
what is man? polifhed, civilized, learned 
man! A liberal education fits him for 
flavery ; and the pains he has taken gives 
him the noble pretenfion of dangling away 
life in an ante-chamber, or of employing 
real talents to ferve thofe, who have none \ 
or, which is worfe than all the reft, of 
making his reafon and his knowledge fervc 
all the purpofes of other mens follies and 
vices. You fay not a word to me about 
the public, of whom I think as feldom as 
pofTible. I confider myfelf as a man with 
^A a 4 fomc 
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fomc little fatisfeftion, and with fomc uftj 
but I have no pleafure in thinking I am an 
EjigfjiPmany nor is it, I doubt, tq muc^ 
purpofe, to aft like one. Serpit enim res^ qua 
fracUvis adperntcieniy cumfemelccepit^ labitur. 
Plures enim difcunt qfiemadmodum hft^ fantj, 
quam quemadmoduttf bis refijlatur. Adi^. 

Let me know how you do. If your landt 
lor^ * i$ returned, my kindeft fervices to 
him. 

LETTER CCXLIL 
Lord BOLINGfiROKE to Dr. SWIFT, 

Indorftflf, 
Sunday, *< on going to France about June, 1727/* 

O U may be fure of letters fronji me to 
people, who will receive you with all the 
honours due to fo great a traveller, and (o 
exadt an author. X am obliged to flay in 
the country to-morrow, by fome bufinefs 
relating to my poor farm* which I would 
willingly make a rich one ; and for which 
purpofe a perfon is with me, who comes 
from SNffolk on my fummons. 

On Tuefday^ by feven in the evening, I 
^yill certainly be in the Pall-mall, and thpre 

5^ Mr.. Popg^ the Dean being at TwUkenUm. 

you 



( 345 ) 

you (hall have, if you meet me, and not 
otherwife, both my letters and inftrudtions, 
which will be of ufe to you. 

Raillery apart: fince you do go into 
Franc^^ I (hall be glad to talk with you 
before your departure; and I fanfy you 
would not leave E^'^/t/W without embracing 
the man in England, who loves you heft. 
Adieu, My ^jeft fervi<?es attend all with 

LETTER CCXLIIL 
Lord BOHNGBROKE to Dr, SWIFT, 

Tuefday. 

I RETURN you the papers, which I 
have read twice over fince you was here* 
They are extremely well ; but the Crqftfman 
has not only advertifed the public, that he 
Intended to turn news-writer, he has be- 
gun, and for fome weeks coatinue4 to ap« 
pear ^n4er tj^at new charadler. This con- 
fideration inclines me to think, that ano- 
ther turn might be given to the intro,- 
dudion ; and perhaps this would naturally 
call for a fourth letter from the Occqfional 
Writer, to account for his (ilence, to profe- 
cute your argument, to (late the prefent dif^ 

putes 
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myfelf , than when you faw me laft ; for I flatter 
myfelf, that in an hour or two I fhall be once 
more bleffed with a fon. Mrs. Pulteney is 
now in labour : if (he does well, and brings 
me a boy, I (hall not care one fixpencc 
how much longer Sir Robert governs Eng^ 
land^ or Horace governs France. I am ever 



yours 



f 



W.P. 



I 



Eleven o'clock, Tuefdaj morning. 

LETTER CCXLVI. 
Mrs. HOWARD to Dr. SWIFT. 

Aug. 1727. 

. W R I T E to you to pleafe myfelf. I 
hear you are melancholy becaufe you have 
a bad head, and deaf ears. Theie are two 
misfortunes I have laboured under thefe 
many years, and yet was never peevifh with 
myfelf or the world. Have I more phi-^ 
lofophy and refolutioa than you ? Or am i 
fo ftupid I don't feel the evil ? Is this meant 
in a good-natured view ? Or do I mean^ 
that I pleafe myfelf, when I infult over you ? 
Anfwer thefe queries in writing, if poifofli 
or other methods don't enable you foon 
to appear in perfon. Though I make ufc 
of your own word poifon^ give me leave 



C349 ) 

been a flave twenty years, without ever re- 
ceiving a reafon for any one thing I ever 
was obh'ged to do ; and I have now a mind 
to take the pleafure, once in my life, of 
abfolute power; which I expedl you to 
give me, in obeying all my orders, with- 
out one queftion why I have given them, 

LETTER CCXLVIII. 
Chevalier RAMSAY * to Dr. SWIFT. 



M: 



REVEREND SIR, Paris, Aug. i, 1727. 

R, Hooke having acquainted me with 
what goodnefs and patience you have been 
pleafed to examine a performance of mine-f-, 
I take this occafion to make my acknow* 
ledgments. Nothing could flatter me more 

• * Andrew Michael Ramfay^ knight of 5/. Lazarus in 
France^ and doAor of laws of the univcrfity of Oxford. . 
He was born in Scotland gth of Juntj 1686, and educated 
a Proteftant, but converted to the church of Rome in 
1709, hy Fenelon archbifhop of Cambrayy whofelifehe 

fublifhed. In 1724, he was fent for to Rome by the 
retender, in order to be tutor to his ttvo fons ; but 
the divifions and jealoufies of that court induced him 
to defire leave to return to France^ where he was ap- 
pointed governor of the duke of ChaUau-Thierry, and 
afterwards of the prince of Turenne. He died May 6, 
1 743, at 5/, Germain^en»laie, at the age of fifty-feven. He 
is well known for his Travels o/Cyrusy his Lt/e o/Mar/hal 
Turenne^ &c.* 

t The Travels of Cyrus. 

2 fenfibly 
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tnalignos, qui Jinifiri hoc interpretahuntur^ fi 
eveniat fquod Deus avert at) ut tllic moriatur^. 
I am in fuch a condition of health, that I 
cannot poffibly travel. Dr. Sheridan^ to 
whom I wrote this laft poft, will be more 
pvticular, and fpare my weak difordered 
head. Pray anfwer all calls of money in 
your power to Mrs. Dingley^ and defire her 
to afk it. I cannot come back at the time 
of my licence, I am afraid. Therefore the 
fecond or third day before it expires, which 
will be the beginning of OSlober^ (you will 
find by the date of the lafl) take out a new 
one for another half year ; and let the fame 
claufe be in (of leave to go to Great Bri-* 
tain, or elfewhere, for the recovery of his 
health) for very probably, if this unfortu- 
nate event fliould happen of the lofs of 
our friend (and I have no probability or 
hopes to expedt better) I will go to France, 
if my health will permit me to forget 
myfelf *. I leave my whole little affairs 
with you; I hate to think of them. If 
Mr. Deacon, or alderman Pearfofi, come 
to pay rent, take it on account, unlefs thejr 

♦ Soon after the date of this letter the Dean weht 
to Ireland \ and Mrs. Jolmfon^ after languifhing about 
two months, died on the aSth of Jmuarj, 1727. in the 
44th year of her age« 

bring 
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It would be prudent for me to return 
thither^ while my ficknefs will alltiw me to 
travel. I am therefore fetting out for 
Ireland y and it is one comfort to me, that I 
am ridding you of a trbublefome companion* 
I am infinitely obliged to you for all youf 
civilities, and (hall retain the remembrance 
of them during my life I hope you will 
favour me fo far, as to prefent my moft 
humble duty to the queen, and to defcribe 
to her majefty my forrow, that my diforder 
was of fuch a nature, as to make me iAca« 
pable of attending her, as (he was pleafed 
to permit me. I (hall pafs the remainder 
of my life with the utmoft gratitude for 
her majefty's favours *. I ami, &c. 

firft hufband (by whom.flie had one fon Henry^ who 
fi^cceeded his father, and died without iflue) and being 
countefs dowager of Suffolk^ married the hon. Mr. Giorgg 
Berkeley y brother to lady Betty Germain^ in the year 1 7 35. 
Sieelady B. G.'s letter, dated JuU 12, 173c. 

* His opinion of this lady, and fehfe of her majefty's 
favours, are exprefled very differently in other places : it 
h therefore to be prefumed, they were changed by fome 
events fubfequent to this letter, though I think he was 
never afterwards in England. See verfes on his own 
death, and the letters of lady B. G. in this cpllcdliony 
Nov. 7, and F^. 1732* 
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tion of mine, one captain Innes^ I think in 
colonel lVilfori% regiment, and now in Lime^ 
rick f He is an exceeding worthy man, but 
has ftuck long in a low poft, for want 
of friends. Pray tell me which way I fhall 
proceed in this matter. ' 

I was ycfterday with all your friends at 
St. Jameses. There is certainly a fatality 
upon poor Gay. As for hopes of preferment 
there by favour, he has laid it afide. He 
has made a pretty good bargain (that is, a 
Smitbfield one) for a little place in the 
euftom-houfe, which was to bring him 
in about a hundred a year. It was done 
as a favour to an old man, and not at all to 
Gay. When every thing was concluded, 
the man repented, and faid, he would not 
part with his place. I have begged Gay not 
to buy an annuity upon my life ; I am fure 
I fhould not live a week. I long to hear 
of the fafe arrival of .Dr. Delaney. ^tzy$ 
give my humble fervice to him. 

As for news, it was wrote from Spairtf 
to me, from my brother in France, that the 
preliminaries were ratified, and yet the 
miniflry know nothing of it. Nay, fome 
told me, that the anfwer was rather furly- 
Lord Townjhend is very ill ; but I think, 
B b2 by 
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your writings the love he bears to your lan- 
guage, which has betrayed him into the 
rafh attempt of writing in Englijh: 

You will fee by the advertifement, that 
I have fome defigns upon you, and that I 
muft mention you, for the honour of your 
country, and for the improvement of mine. 
Do not forbid me to grace my relation with 
your name. Let me indulge the fatisfa£tion 
of talking of you, as pofterity will do. 

In the mean time, can I make bold to in- 
treat you to make fome ufe of your intereft 
in Ireland, about fome fubfcriptions for the 
Henriade ; which is almod ready, and does 
not come out yet for want of a little help ? 
The fubfcriptions will be but one guinea in 
hand. I am, with the higheft efteem, 
and the utmoft gratitude. Sir, your moft 
humble and moft obedient fervant, 

VOLTAIRE, 

be came to England^ and folicited fubfcriptions for hi^ 
poerti. In about a year and an half, he had made bimr 
felf mailer of our language ; and, in 1727, when thfs 
letter was written, he pUblifhed the effay here men- 
tioned, with an eflay on the epic poetry of the J^urofean 
nations, from Honur to MiUon% 
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LETTER CCLItr. 
Mr. GAY t& T>r. S W I F t. 
D E A R S I R, Whitehall, FcB. 15, 1727-8. 

X HA VE deferred writing to jrou fr^m^ 
time to time» till I could give yoU aa ac'* 
count of the Beggar*s Opera. It is a€fced ae 
t^e play-houfe in Lincoln* s-Irni-F^^^ witk 
£dcb fuccefs^ that the play-houfe hatb 
been croudcd every night. To-ni^t is the 
fifteenth time of a£ting ; and it is thought 
it will run a fortnight longer ♦ I hav^ 
ordered Mofie ♦ to ftnd the play to you- 
the firft opportunity, I made no intereftj^ 
either for approbation^ or money ; nor hath 
any body been prefle4 to take tickets for 
my benefit : notwithftandiiigyrhich, I think^ 
I ihall mak« an addition tq py fortune of 
between fix and feven hundred pounds* 
I know this account will give yctu pleafure, 
as I have pufhed through this precarious* 
affair without fervility or flattery^ 

As to any favoqrs from great men, I am 
in the fame ftate you left me ; but { am 2^ 
great deal happier^ as I have nq f^x^pt&z^ 

* • Bifijaminy the bookfcllcr.' 

B b 4 tions. 
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George Arbutbmt^ the Dodor's brother, la 
married to Mrs. Peggy Robinfon. 

I would write more> but as to-night it 
for my benefit, I am ia a hurry to go out 
about bufinefs. I am, dear Sir, your moft 
afFcdionate and obedient fervant, 

J. G A Y, 

LETTER CCLV. 
Mr. GAY to Pr, SWIFT- 
DEAR SIR, March ao, 1727-8. 

X A M extremely forry, that your difbrder 
is returned ; but as you have a medicine^ 
which hath twice removed it, I hope by 
this time you have again found the goo4 
efFedts of it. I have feen Dr. Delaney at my 
lodgings ; but, as I have been for a few days 
with Mr. Pulteney at Cajhioberry^ I have not 
yet returned his vifit. I went with him 
to wait upon lord Batburjiy and lord Boling-^ 
broke*, both of whom defire me to make 
you their compliments. Lady Bolingbroke 
was very much out of order ; and, with my 
lord, is now at Dawley : fhe expefts a let- 
ter from you. Mrs. J&wjr^ would gladly 
have the receipt you have found fo much be- 
nefit by : fhe i; happier than I have feen 

her^ 
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favourable a way^ that (he had not ab«fe 
{ty^n or eight on her face : (he is now 
perfedtly recoverecL There is a metzotinto 
print publifhed to-day of Pt?/^, the heroine 
of the Beggar's Opera* i who was before 
unknown, and is now in fo high vogue, 
that I am in doubt, whether her fame does 
not furpafs that of the opera itfelf, I would 
not have talked fo much on this fubjeft, 
or upon any thing that regards myfelf, but 
to you : as I know you intereft yourfelf Co 
(incerely in every thing that concerns me, 
I believe ydu would have blamed me^ if I 
had faid lefs. 

I faw Dr. Arbutbnot laft night with Mn 
Lewis, at Sir William lVyndhairi%^ who, if he 
had not the gout, would have anfwercd 
your letter you fent him a year and a half 
ago. He faid this to me a week fince, but 
he is now pretty well again, and fo may 
forget to write \ for which reafon, I ought 
to do him juftice, and tell you, that I think 
him a fincere well-wifher of yours. I have 
not feen Mr. Fope lately, but have heard, 
that both he and Mrs* -f* Pope are very well. 
J intend to fee him at Hissickcnbam on Sun^ 

♦ Mifs Fenun^ 

t Mr. Fopi% mother. 
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although it has been thawing &ncc Monday. 
If I do not come, you know what to do. 

My humble fervice to our friends, as 
ufual. 

LETTER CCLVII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr, WORRALL^ 

Markct-Hill, Jan. 13, 1728-9. 

X JUST received your letter, and fhould 
never have done, if I returned you thanks 
fo often as I ought for your care and kind-> 
nefs; both my diforders ftill continue; 
however, I defire that Mrs. Brenf may 
make things ready, for my raggednefs will 
foon force me away. I have been now ill 
about a month, but the family are fo kind 
to fpeak loud enough for me to hear them ; 
and my deafnefs is not fo extream as you 
have known, when I have fretted at your 
mannerly voice, and was only relieved by 
Mrs. Worrall. 

I fend you inclofed the fruit of my ill- 
nefs, to make an Intelligencer ; I defire you 
will inclofe it in a letter to Mrs. Harding^ 
and let your letter be in an unknown hand, 
and defire her to (hew it to the author of 
the Intelligencer, and to print it if he thinks 
jit. There is a letter, you will find, that 

is 
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LETTER CCLVIIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr, WORRALL- 

M;irkct.Hill, Jan. 18, 1728-9. 

1 HAVE yours of the i4thinftant, but 
you had not then received my l^idl, in which 
was inclofed a paper for the Intelligencer^ 
which I hope you have difpofed of as de- 
fired. My diforder ilill continues the fame 
for this fortnight paft, and am neither better 
nor worfe. However, I refolve to return 
on the iirft mending of the weather j theft 
three laft days there being as violent a florm 
as I have known, which flill continues : we 
have been told my lord Martcqff'ell is dead at 
J)rogAeda, but believe it to be a lie. 
However, he is fo tender, and aifedls ft 
much vigour and fatigue, that we have been 
in pain about him. 

I had a letter two days ago, which coft 
fne fix (hillings and four-pence ; it confifted 
of the probate of a will in Leice/ier^nre, and 
of two inclofed letters, and was beyond 
the weight of letters franked. When I 
went a lad to my mother, after the revolu* 
tion, fhe brought me acquainted with a 
family where there was a daughter with 

whom 



(368) 

Ivliom I was acquainted. My prudenf 
mother was afraid I (hould be in love with 
her; but when I went to Londorii (he married 
an inn-keeper in Lougbiorow, in that coun-* 
ty, by whom (he had fever al children. The 
old mother died, and left all that (he had to 
her daughter aforefaid» feparate from her 
hu(band. This woman (my mi(lre(s with a 
pox) left feveral children, who are all dead 
but one daughter, Ann by name. This 
jinn, for it muft be (he, about feven 
years ago writ to me from London, to tell 
me (he was daughter of Betty Jones, for 
that was my miftrefs's name, till the was 
married to one Perkins, inn-keeper, at the 
George in Loughborow, as I faid before. The 
fubjedl of the girl's letter was, that a young 
lady of good fortune was. courted by an 
Irijhman, who pretended to be barrack- 
mafter-general of Ireland, and defired me^ 
as an old acquaintance of her mother Betty 
Jones, alias Perkins, to enquire about this 
Irijhman. I anfwered, that I knew him not, 
but fuppofed he was a cheat ; I heard no 
more. But now comes a letter to me 
from this Betty Jones, alias Perkins, to let 
me know, that her daughter Ann Giles, 
married an Irijhman, one Giles, and was now 
3 come 
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come over to Ireland to pick up fome debts 
due to her hufband^ which ihe could not 
get, that the young widow (for her huflband 
fjtles is dead) hath a mind to fettle in Ire*^ 
landf and to defire I would lend her 
daughter Giles three guineas, which her 
mother will pay me when I draw upon her 
in England, and Mrs. Giles writes me a letter 
to that purpofe. She intends to take a fliop, 
and will borrow the money from Mrs. 
Brent, (whofe name (he hath learned) 
and pay me as others do. I was at firft de- 
termined to defire you would, from me, 
make her a prefent of five pounds, on ac* 
count of her mother and grandmother, 
whom my mother ufed to call coufin. She 
hath fent me an attefted copy of her 
mother's will, which, as I told you, coft 
me fix (hillings and four-pence.. But I am 
in much doubt ; for by her mother's let- 
ters, (he is her heirefs, and the grands- 
mother left Betty Jones, alias Perkins, the 
, mother of this woman in Dublin, all (he 
had, as a feparate maintenance from her 
hu(band (who proved a rogue) to the value 
of five hundred pounds. Now, I cannot 
conceive why (he would let her only 
daughter and heirefs come to Ireland, with- 
V o L. IL C c out 
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be paid, I fuppofe Mr. Hyde died in good 
circumftances, and that there will be no 
danger of his creditors fufFering by his 
death. 

I inclofe a letter to Mr. Motte^ which 
you will be fo kind to fend to the poft- 
office. 

I deiire, likewife, that you will make 
Mrs. Brent buy a bottle of ufquebaugh, and 
leave it with the woman who keeps Sir 
Arthur Acbefon's houfe in Capel-Jlreetl and 
defire her to deliver it to captain Creicbtm^ 
who lodges at the Pyed Horfe^ in Capel- 
ftreet^ «id is to bring down other things to 
my lady Achefon. 

My moft humble fervice to Mrs. Wor^ 
rall^ Mrs. Dingley^ and love to Mrs. 
Brent. 

I wifh you all a happy new year. 

LETTER CCLIX. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Bath, May i6, 1728. 

I HAVE been at the J5tf/i6 about Jen 

days, and I have played at no game but 

once, and that at backgammon with Mr. 

C c 2 Leivis 
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a court-chaplain ^9 which. I look upon as 
no fioall addition to my fame. Dire<9: to 
me here when you write ; an4 the fooner 
that is, the fooner you'll make me happy. 

LETTER CCLX. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR S I R» Bath, July6i 1728. 

JL HE laft news I have heard of you, 
was from Mr. Lancelot, who was at thi9 
place with lord Suffix, who gave me hopes 
of feeing you the latter end of this fummer. 
I wifh you may keep that refolution, an4 
take the Bath in your way to town. You in 
all probability will find here fome, or 
moft of thofe you like to fee. Dr. Ar^ 
buthnot wrote to me to-day from Tunbridge^ 
where he is now for the recovery of his 
healthy having had feveral relapfes of a fe- 
ver: he tells me he is much better, and 
that in Augujl he intends to come hither. 
Mr. Congreve and I often talk of you, and 
wifh you health, and every good thing ; but 

• * Dr. Thnnas Herrings then preacher to the fociety 
of LincMs'Inn^ and afterwards archbifliop of Canter^ 
bury. Dr. Swifts in the Intel figcncer, N** III. publilhed 
in Ireland^ fpeaks with great afperity of Dr. Herrings 
on account of hit fermoa againft the Beggar*s Optra.* * 

C c 3 often. 



( 375 ) 

ten thoufand things to talk to you, but few 
to write; yet defer writing to you no longer, 
knowing you intcrefl yourfelf in every 
thing, that concerns me, fo much, that I 
make you happy, as you will me, if you 
can telL me you are in good health ; which 
I wifh to hear every morning as foon as I • 
awake. I am, dear Sir, yours moft affec?- 
tionately. 

LETTER CCLXL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORK ALL. 

Sept. 28, 1728. 

X HAD all the letters given me by my 
fervant : fo tell Mrs. Brent * and Dr. SAeri^ 
dan ; and I thank you for the great care you 
had in the commiflions I troubled you 
with. We have a defign upon Sberiddn. 
He fent us in print a ballad upon Ballji/pellin, 
it), which be has employed all the rhimes 
he could iind to that word ; but we have 
found fifteen more, and employed them in 
abufing his ballad, and Ballyjpellin too. I 
here fend you a copy, and defire you wilj 
get it printed privately, and publiflied -f, \ 
am ever yours, &c. 

* His houfekeepcr. 

I The vcrfes are printed in vol. xiv, Swi/i*s yrorks; 
8vo edi(. 
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till his grace hath feen it. What will be- 
come of it» I know not; but I am fure, I 
have written nothing, that can be legally 
fuppreffed, unlcfs the fetting vices in ge^ 
neral in an odious light, and virtue in an 
amiable one, may give oflfence. I pafTed 
five or fix months this year ^t the Batl with 
the duchefs of Marlborough i and then, in 
the view of taking care of myfelf, writ thifi 
piece. If it goes on, in cafe of fuccefs, I 
have taken care to make better bargains for 
myfelf: I tell you this, becaufe I know 
you are fo good as to interefl yourfclf fo 
warinly in my affairs, that it is what you 
would want to know. I faw Mr. Pope on 
Friday y who, as to his health, isjuflasyou 
left him. Dr. Arbutbnot particularly defiire^ 
his compliments ; and Mrs. Howard often 
afks after you. Prince Frederick is ^xpeded 
over this week. I hope to go abroad in 
two or three days. I wi(h I could pieet you 
either abroad, or at home. 
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town, I have been very little abroad, the 
weather has been* fo fcvere* 

I muft acquaint you, (becaufelknowit 
will pleafe you) that during my ficknefs I 
had many of the kindeft proofs of friend- 
fhip, particularly from the duke and 
duchefs of ^eenjberry, who, if I had 
been their neareft relation, and nearefl: 
friend, could not have treated me with more 
conftant attendance then; and they con- 
tinue the fame to me now. 

You muft undoubtedly have heard, that 
the duchefs took up my defence with the 
king and queen, in the caufe of my play, 
and that (he hath been forbid the court for 
interefting herfelf to increafe my fortune, 
by the publication of it, without being 
afted. The duke too hath given up his 
employments (which he would have done, 
if the duchefs had not met with this treat- 
ment) upon account of ill ufage from the 
minifters; but this haftened him iii what 
he had determined. The play is now al- 
moft printed, with the mufic, words, and 
bafes, engraved on thirty-one copper-plates, 
which, by my friends afliftance, hath a 
probability to turn greatly to my advantage. 
The duchefs of Marlborough hath given me 

a 
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induftry; and, I hope you will aHow, 
that I have not the worft occonomy. 
Mrs. Howard hath declared herfelf ftrongly, 
both to the king and queen, as my ad- 
vocate- The duchcfs of ^eenjlerry is 
allowed to have (hewn more fpirit, more 
honour^ and more goodnefs, than was 
thought poiBble in our times; I ihould 
have added too, more underflanding and 
good fenfe. You fee my fortune (as I hope 
my virtue will) increafes by oppreflion. I 
go to no courts; I drink no wine; and 
am calumniated, even by miniilers of ftatCi 
and yet am in good fpirits, Moft of the 
courtiers, though otherwife my friends^ 
rcfufcd to contribute to my undertaking. 
But the city and the people of England take 
my part very warmly ; and, I am told, the 
beft of the citizens will give me proQf3 of it 
by their contributions. 

I could talk to you a great deal more, 
but I am afraid I ihall write too much for 
you, and for myfelf. I have not writ io 
much together fioce my (icknefs. I caa* 
not omit telling you, that Dr. Ariutbnot'% 
attendance and care of me (hewed him the 
befl of friends. Dr. Hollings^ though in* 

tirely 
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as It would go, in his affair. He will be 
able to give ybu fome account of your 
friends, many of 'whom have been in great 
diftrefs this winter for "John Gay. I may 
fay, without vanity, his life, under Godj; 
is due to the unwearied endeavours and care 
of your humble fervant : for a phyfician, 
who had not been paflionately his friend^ 
could not have faved him. I had, befides 
my perfonal concern for him, other motives 
of my care. He is now become a public 
perfon, a little SacJbevere/I ; and I took the 
fame pleafure in faving him, as Radcliffe 
did in preferving my lord chief juftice Holf% 
wife, whom he attended out of fpite to 
the huiband, who wifhed her dead. 

The inoffenfive John Gay is now become 
one of the obftrudtions to the peace of 
Europe, the terror of the miniftcrs, the 
chief author of the Craftfman, and all 
the feditious pamphlets, which have been 
publifhed againft the government. He has 
got feveral turned out of their places i 
the greateft ornament of the court banifhed 
from it for his fake ; another great lady in 
danger of being ' cbajfi likewife ; about 
feven or eight duchefles pushing forward, 
like the antient circumcelUones in the church, 

wh0 
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aiA called* away, and am obliged to end 
with my bcft ^wifhes and rcfpefts, being 
moft fincerely yours, &c. 

LETTER CCLXV. 
Chevalier RAMSAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, London, April 10, ijiq. 

KJ N E of the greateft pleafurcs I propofcd 
to myfelf m a journpy to England, was 
that of feeing you at London; and it is a 
very fetifible mortification to me to find my- 
felf difappointed in fo agreeable an expeAa- 
tion. It is now many years fince I had 
the higheft efleem of your genius and 
writings ; and when I was very young, 1 
found, in fome of them, certain ideas, that 
prepared me for relifhing thofe principles 
of univerfal religion, which I have fince 
endeavoured to unfold in Cyrus. I could 
not let our common firiend Mr. Lej^ * go 
back to Ire/and, without feizing the oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging the obliging zeal 
you have (hewn to make my wojrk efteemcd. 
Such marks of friendfhip do me a great deal 
of honour, as well as pleafure, and I hope 

• Son of the reverend Mr. Charles Lipy, the famous 
Non-juror. 

Vol. II. D d I have 
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from Bath laft September. The fame Majbn 
informs me, that there is another vacancy ji 
therefore I renew my requerf* I believe 
you w^ill hardly get a better : he has a 
pleafant mellow voice, and has fung feveral 
^mes in the king's chapel this winter, to 
the fatisfadiion of the audience. I beg at 
leaft your anfwer to this. Your friendi 
in town, fuch as I know, are well. Mr. 
Pope is happy again, in having his mother 
recovered. Mr. G^ is gone to Scotland with 
the duke of S^eenjberry. He has about 
twenty lawfuits with bookfellers for pirating 
his book. The king goes foon to Hanover. 
Thefe are all the news I know. I hope 
you don't iniagine I am fo little concerned 
about your health, as not to deiire to bo 
informed of the ftate of it from yourfelf, 
I have been tolerably well this winter, I 
thank God. My brother Robm is here, and 
longs, as well as I, to know how you do. 
This with my beft wifties and refpeds^ 
from, dear Sir, your moft faitliful humble 
fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 
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the printers, Avho had pirated his-Dunciad : 
it was diflblved again, becaufe the printer 
could not prove any property, nor did the 
author appear. That is not Mr, Gays cafe ; 
for he has owned his book, Mr. Pulteney 
gives you his fervice. They are all better 
than myfelf ; for I am now fo bad of a 
conftant convulfion in my heart, that I am 
like to expire fome times. We have no 
news, that I know of. I am apt to believe, 
that, in a little time, this matter of the 
provifional treaty will be on or off. The 
yourig man waits for my letter. ^ I fliall 
trouble you no more at prcfcnt, but re- 
main, with my bcft wiflies, and moil' 
fincere afFedlion, dear Sir, your moft faith* 
|ul humble fervant, 

JO. A R BUT H NOT. 



D d t LET- 



( 391 ) 

further trouble to Mr. Dean, from his mod 
humble and obedient fervant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 

LETTER CCLXIX, 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Aix'la-Chapelle, Aug. 30* 1729, N. S. 

X TOOK a letter of yours from Pope, 
and brought it with me to this place, that 
I might anf^er at leaft a part of it. I b,e- 
gin to-day : . when I fhall finifh I know not ; 
perhaps when I jget back to my farm. The 
waters I have been perfuaded to drink, and. 
thofe, which my friends drink, keep me 
fuddled or employed all the morning. The 
afternoons are fpent in airings or viiits, and 
we go to bed with the chicken *. 

• < The remainder of this letter, dated Bruffiby Sipt* 27, 
fs printed in Mr. Popi*s works, Vol. IX. 
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fig©-, called T^he wife of Bath *• As k Is ap-j 
proved or difapproyed of by myfricndsj| 
when I come to town, I ftiaH either have 
it aded, ox let it alone^^ if my ** bre- 
thren ^o not take offence at it, The ridi- 
pule turns upon fup^rftit^on, and I have 
avoided the very words bribery apd Cor- 
ruption. Folly indeed is a word, that \ 
jjiave ventured to make ufe of; but that is 
^ term, that never gave fools oflFence* It is 
a common faying^ that he is wife, that 
knows himfelf. What hath happened of 
late, I think, is a proof, that it is not 
limited to the wife. 

My lord Batburft is ftill our cafhier: 
when I fee him, I intend to fettle our ac- 
counts, and repay myfelf the five pounds of 
the two hundred I owe you. Next week 
I believe I fhall be in town j not at Whiter 
halh for thofe lodgings were judged not 
convenient for me, and were diipofed bf. 
Direft to me to the duke oi Slueenjberry'%^ 

♦ This comedy was the firft he wrote, and was un- 
fuccefsfuUy performed at the theatre in Drwrj-Lam^ in 
the year 17 13. It was altered by the author, and re- 
vived feveral years after [1729-30] at the thetoe in 
LincolrC s-inn-fields^ and damned a fecond time, although 
the author's reputation was then at its height, from Cne 
uncommon fuccefs of his Beggar^ 5 OptrM. 

in 
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LETTER CCLXXI, 
Lord B to Dr. S W 4 f T. 



I 



PEAR DEAN, Feb. la^ 17^9-30^ 

HAVE this moment received a fetter 
from you; but it is the firil I can call & 
letter: the other fcraps were only to direft 
me to convey your correfpondencc to others, 
and I thought I anf^rered them beft by 
obeying your commands. But now you 
have deigned to fend me one in form, 
W'^th a proper beginning and ending, I 
will not wait even for a poft-dayj but I 
have taken pen and ink immediately to tell 
you, how much I think myfelf obliged to 
you, and how fmgerely I am ■ ■■■ 

Weill I might end here, if I would $ but 
i can't part v^ith vbu fo foon ; and I muft 
let you knoW| that as to your money affairs, 
though I have paid off JoAn Gay, I ftill 
keep the 200 /. for which I have given him 
a note. I have paid him iptereil to this 
time for it, which he mufl: accpunt to you 
for. Now you mufl imagine, that a man, 
who has nine children to feed, can't long 
afford a/if MS pafcere nun^mv^^ but I have 

5 
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four or five, that arc very fit for the table *, 
I only wait for the lord mayor's day to dif- 
ppfc pf th? largeft ; and I fhall be fure o( 
getting off the youngeft, whenever a cer- 
tain great man -f" makes another entertain- 
pient at Cbelfea. Now you fee, though 
I am your debtor, I am not without my 
proper ways and means to raife a fupply 
anfwerable to your demand. I muft own 
to you, that J fhould not have thought of 
this method of ^aifing money; but that 
you feemed to point it out to me. For juft 
at the time that fcheme came out, which 
pretended to be ca^c^Uted only for Inland*:, 
you gave me a hint in one of the envelopes 
[angltce covers] that you wiihed I might 
provide for my numerous family ; and in 
this laft you harp upon the fame firing. 
I did inunediately propofe it to lady Batburfi 
as your advice, particularly for her laft boy, 

* This alludes to a tra£l of the Dean's, intituled, 
^' A modeft propofal for preventing the children of 
«< poor people in Inland from being a burden to their 
^^ parents or country, and for making them beneficial 
^y to the public." The Dean had propofed many ufefiil 
fchemes, which having been negleded, he fatirically 
and humouroufly propofes to fatten and eat the children 
of the poor, as the only remaining expedient to prevent 
mifery to thjpqfifclves, and render them of fome benefit . 
to the public. 

\ \ Sir RiA$rt fValpoU: 

which 
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which was born theplumpeft, fineft thing, 
that could be feen ; but (he fell in a paflion^ 
and bid me fend you word, that flie would 
not follow your diredtion, but that flic 
would breed him up to be a parfon, and 
he fhould live upon the fat of the land ; or 
a lawyer, and then, inftead of being cat 
himfelf, he fliould devour others. You 
know women in ^paflion never mind what 
they fay ; but, as flie is a very reafonable 
woman, I have almoft brought her over 
now to your opinion ; and having convinced 
her, that as matters flood, we could not 
poflibly maintain all the nine, flie does be- 
gin to think it reafonable the youngefl 
fliould raife fortunes for the eldefl:. Arid 
upon that foot a man may perform family 
duty with more courage and zeal ; for if he 
fliould happen to get twins, the felling of 
one might provide for the other. Or if, 
by any accident, whilil his wife lies-in with 
one child, he fliould get a fecond upon 
the body of another woman, he might dif- 
pofe of the fattefl of the two, and that 
would help to breed up the other. The 
more I think upon this fcheme, the more 
reafonable it appears to nfie ; and it ought 
by no means to be confined to Ireland-, for 

in 
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tlic intcreft-moncy I have received. What 

I have done for you, I did for myfclf^ 

which will be always the way of my 

tranfading any thing for you. My old 

vamped play got me no money i for it had 

no fuccefs, I am going very foon into IVilt^ 

Jhire with the duke of ^een/berry^ with 

intention to ftay there till the winter. Sinct 

I had that fevere fit of ficknefs, I find my 

health requires it; for I cannot bear the towa 

as I could formerly. I hope another fum- 

mer^s air, and exercife, will reinftate me. 

I continue to drink nothing but water, fo 

that you can^t require any poetry from me. 

I have been very feldom abroad fince I 

came to town, and not once at court. This 

is no rtfftraint upon me, for I am grown old 

enough to wiih for retirement. I faw Mr. 

PopCf a day or two ago, in good ipirits, 

and with good wiihes for you. We dways 

talk of you ; the Dodtor does the fame. I 

have left off all great folk but our own fa-. 

mily. Perhaps you will think all great folks 

little enough to leave oflT us, in our prefent 

fituation. I don't hate the world, but I 

laugh at it ; for none but fools can be in 

eameft about a trifle. I am, dear Sir, yours 

moft afFeftionately. ^ 

Di- 
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Dirca for me at the D— 6f ^— — ^^ 
io Bur lington-gar dens. 

LETTER CCLXXIII. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR S I R^ March Jij 173a 

1 EXPECT, in about a fortnight, to fet 
Out for Wiltjhire^ and am as impatient as 
you feem to be to have me get on horfe- 
back. I thought proper to give you this 
intelligence, becaufe Mr. Ltwis tdld md 
laft Sunday^ that he was, within a day or 
two, to fet out for the Batb 5 fb that very 
foon you afe like to have neither of ydar 
cafhiers in town. Continue to direft for me 
at this houfe t the letters will be fent to me, 
wherever I am. My ambition, at prefent, 
is levelled to the fame point, that you direft 
me to ; for I am every day building villa- 
kins, and have given over that of caftles. 
If I were to undertake it in my prefent 
circumftance, I (hould, in the moft thrifty 
fcheme, foon be ftraitened ; and I hate to 
be in debt ; for I can't bear to pawn five 
pounds worth of my libprty to a taylor or 
a. butcher. I grant you, this is not having 
the true fpirit of modern nobility ; but it is 
2 hard 
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hard to cure the prejudice of education. 
I have made your compliments to Mr. 
P— — , who is very much your humble 
fervant. I have not feen the Dodtor, and 
am not like to fee his Roiien brother very 
foon; for he is gone to CJbina. Mr* Pope told 
me^ he had acquainted the Dodor with the 
misfortune of the four hermitage. My lord 
Oxford told me, he at prefent could match 
yours, and from the fame perfon. The 
Dodtor was touched with your difappoint- 
flicnt, and hath promifed to reprefent this 
affair to his brother, at his return from 
China. I affure you, for all your gibes, that 
I wi(h you heartily good wine, though I can 
drink none myfclf. When lord Bolingbroke is 
in town, he lodges at Mr. Cbetwyn(ts^ m 
Dover-Jireet. I do not know how to dircdl 
to him in the country. I have been ex- • 
tremely taken up of late in fettling a ftew- 
ard's account. I am endeavouring to do 
all the juftice and fervice I can to a friend ; 
fo I am fure you will think I am well em- 
j)loyed upon this occaiion. I now and then 
have feen Jo. Taylor^ who fays he hath a 
demand upon you for rent, you having 
taken his houfe in the country, and he 
being determined not to let it to any body 
Vol. II. Ec elfc} 
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and I have been often blamed iince for not 
delivering it; 

• The day the penfion bill was thrown 
out of the houfe of lords, lord Bathurji 
fpbke with great applaufe. I have not time 
to go to Mr, Pope's : in a day or two very 
probably I fhall fee him, and acquaint him 
about the ufquebaugh. I will not embezzle 
your intereft-money ; though, by looking 
over your accountSi I fee how money may 
be embezzled. As to my being engaged in 
an affair of this kind* I fay nothing for my- 
felf, but that I will do all I can : for the 
reft I leave Jo. TCayhr to fpeak for me. 
To-day I dine with alderman Barber^ the 
prefent fheriff, who holds his feaft in the 
city. Does not Charteriss misfortunes* 
grieve you ? For that great man is like to 
fave his life, and lofe fome of his money. 
A very hard cafe I 

P. S. I am juft now come from the al- 
derman's feaft, who had a very fine 
dinner, and a very fine appearance of 
company. 

The poft is juft going away, 

♦ « He was condemned at the Old Bailey j Feb. 17, 
1729-30, for a rape/ 

Ee 2 LET- 
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LETTER CCLXXIV. 

Lord B to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR DEAN, June 30, 1730. 

I RECEIVED a letter from you fomc 
time ago, which gave me infinite pleafure > 
and I was going to return you an anfwer im- 
mediately : but when I fat down to write, 
I found my thoughts rolled upon the trifles, 
which fill the fcene of life in that bufy, 
fenfelefs place, where I then was*; and 
though I had nothing to do there, at leaft 
nothing worth doing, and time lay upon my 
hands, I was refolved to defer writing to 
you, till I could clear my head from that 
robbifli, which every one muft contrad in 
that place. I cannot but fanfy, if one of 
dur heads were diflcfted after pafling a 
winter's campaign there, it would appear 
juft like a pamphlet fhop; you'd fee a 
colledlion of treaties, a bundle of farces, 
a parcel of encomiums, another of fatires, 
fpeechcs, itovels, fermons, bawdy fongs, 
addreffes, epigrams, proclamations, poems, 
divinity, ledures, quack bills, hiftorical 
accounts, tables, and God knows what, 

* London. 

The 
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The moment I got down here, I found 
myfelf quite clear from all thofe affairs : 
but really, the hurry of bufinefs, which 
came upon me after a ftate of idlcnefs for fix 
months, muft excufe me to you. Here I 
iam abfolute monarch of a circle of above 
fi mile round, at lead one hundred acres of 
ground, which (to fpeak in the ftilc of one 
of your countrymen) is very populous in 
cattle, fi(h, and fowL 

To enjoy this power, which I reli/h ex- 
tremely, and regulate this dominion, which 
I prefer to any other, has taken up my time 
from morning to night. There are Taboos 
in the neighbourhood ; but having read ia 
hiftory, that the fouthern part of Britain 
was long defended againft the PiSis by a 
wall, I have fortified my territories all 
round. That wife people the Cbinefe^ you 
know, did the fame thing to defend them* 
felves againft the Tartars. Now, I think 
on it, as this letter is to be fent to you, it 
will certainly be opened ; and I flball have 
fome obfervations made upon it, hecaufe 
I am within three miles of a certain caflle. 
Therefore, I do hereby declare, that no«» 
thing herein contained •fhall extend, or 
l?e conftrued to extend, fo far : and further- 
E e 3 more 
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more, I think myfelf in honour bound to acr 
knowledge, that under our prefent juft and 
prudent miniftry, I do not fear the leaft 
,moleftation from that quarter. Neither 
are the fortifications afore-|nentioned in 
any wife defigned to keep them out 5 for I 
am well fatisfied they can break through 
much ftronger fences than thcfe, if they 
diould have a mind to it. Obferve how na« 
turally power and dominion are attende4 
with fear and precaution. When I am in 
the herd, I have as little of it about me 
as any body; but now th^t I am in the 
midfl of my own dominions, I think of 
pothing but prefcrving them, and grow 
fearfuU Icfl ^ certain great man (hould 
take a fanfy to themj^ and tranfport them 
into Norfolk *, to place them in an Ifland 
in one of his new*-made HOi-^paads. Or, if 
you take this for too proud a thought, I 
will only fuppofe it tp be hung out pndcr a 
great bow-window. 

In either cafe I muft confefs to you, that 
I don't like it. In the firft plftce, I am 
not fure his new--made ground may hold 
good : in the latter cafe, I have fomc reafon 
to doubt the foundations of his houfe are 
not fo folid, as he may imagine. Now, 

• * To Houshtony the feat of Sir tbbirt WalpoU: 

^herc- 



( 407 ) 

therefore, I am not Co much in the wrong, 
as you may conceive, to defire, that my ter- 
ritory may remain where it is : for, though 
I know you coul4 urge n^any arguments 
to fhew the advantages I might reap by be- 
ing fo near him, yet I hold it as a maxim, 
that he who is contented with what he 
has, ought not to rifque that, even though 
he iGbould have a chance to augment it in 
lany proportion. I learned this from our 
friend Erajmus; and the corrupt notions, 
that money is povyer, and therefore every 
man ought to get as much as he can, in 
order to create more power to himfelf, have 
no weight with me. 

Buf now, to begin my letter to you, 
I have received four bottles of uiquebaugh, 
and fenjt three of them to Mr. Pope; fo that 
I have detained only one for myfelf. I don't 
believe, fuch an inftanoe of honefly, punc- 
tuality, difintercftednefs, and fdf^denial, 
can ^ given in this age. The whole be- 
ing in my power, I have withheld but the 
quarter par^ I cxpefii if ever I come to 
be a great man, you will write a vindication 
of me, whether I am afperfed or not. Till 
then, I remain yoi^r q^oft faithful and"* moil 

pbcdient fervant. 

e e 4 LET- 
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LETTER CCLXXV. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Amcfbuiy, July 4, 1730. 

1 O U tell mc, that I have put myfelf 
out of the way of all my old acquaintance, 
fo that unlefs I hear from you, I can know 
nothing of you. Is it not barbarous then 
to leave me fo long without writing one 
word to me ? If you can't write to mc 
for my fake, methinks you might write 
for your own. How do you know what 
is become of your money ? If you had 
drawn upon me, when I expe£ked it, you 
might have had your money, for I was then 
in town ; but I am now at Amejbury^ at the 
duke of ^€enjberry\. The duchefs fends 
you her ferviccs. I wifli you were here : 
I fanfy you would like her and the place. 
You might fanfy ypurfelf at home ; for 
we have a cathedral near us, where you 
might find a bifliop of the fame name *. 
You might ride upon the downs, and writq 

• * Dr. Benjamin Hcadly^ bifhop of Salijbury^ whofe 
brother. Dr. John Hoadly fuccecdcd archbifhop King ia 
the tec of Vubliny Jan, 19, 1729-30/ 

con^ 
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conje£kures upon Stonehenge. We ve but 
five and twen^ mijk&^rpm the BatB ; and I 
was told this very evening by general Dor- 
mer, (who is here) that he heard fomewhere 
or otl^er, that you had fome intentions of 
coming there the latter feafon. I wi(h any 
thing would bring us together, but your 
want of health. I have left off wine and 
writing; for I really think, that man muft be 
a bold writer, who trufts to wit without it. 
I took your advice ; and fome time ago took 
to love, and made fome advances to the lady, 
you fent me to in SoAo^ bujt I met no return ; 
ip I hay§ given up all thoughts qf it, and 
have now no purfuit or amufement. A 
ilate of indolence is what I don't like ; 'tis 
what I would not chufe. I api not think* 
ing of a court, or preferment ; for I think 
the lady I live with is my friend, fo that I 
am at the height of my ambition. You 
have often told me, there is a time of life, 
that every one wiflies for fome fcttlement 
of his own. I have frequently that feeling a- 
bout me, but I fanfy it will hardly ever be 
my lot; fo that I will endeavour to pafs 
away life as agreeably as I can, the way I 
am. I often wilh to be with you, or yoji 
with me; and I believe yoi; think I fay true. 

I am 
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I am determined to write to you« though 
thofe dirty fellows of the poll-office do 
read my letters; for fincel fawyou, I am 
grown of that confequence Co be obnoxious 
to the men I defpife ; fo that it is very 
probable in their hearts they think me 
an honeft man* I have heard from Mn 
Pope but once fince I left London : I was 
forry I faw him fo feldom, but I had bufi- 
iiefs, that kept me from him. I often wifli 
we were together again. If you will not 
write, come. I am, dear Sir, yours moft 
aiFcdliohately, 

LETTER CCLXXVL 
Lord B ■■ to Dn S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, Cirencefter, Sept. 9, 1730. 

Y OU have taken i^l the precaution^ 
which a reaibnable man could poilibly take^. 
to break off an impertinent correfp^ndence. 
and yet it will not do. One mail be more 
ilupid than* a Dutch bMrgomafter, not to 
fee through the deiign of the lafl: letter. 
^^ I (hew all your letters to ouf Jrijh wits. 
One of them is going to write a treatife of 
Englifh bulls and blunders." And for further 
iecurity, you add 9\ laft^ I am g^g to (ake 

a 
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a progrefs, God knows where, and /han't 
be back again, God knows when. I have 
given you a reafonable breathing timej 
and now, I muft at you again. I receive 
fo much pleafure in reading your letters, 
^hat according to the ufual good nature 
and juftice of mankind, I can difpenfe 
with the trouble I give yotj in reading 
mine ; but if you grow obftpate, and won't 
anfwer, I'll plague and pefter you, and dp 
all I can to vex you. I'll take your works 
to pieces, and fhew you, that it is all bor-» 
rowed or ftole. Have not you ftgln the 
fweeteft of your jiumbers frorii Dryden and 
Waller f Have not you borrowed theughts 
from Firgil and Horace ? At leaft^ I am furc 
I have feen fometbing like them in thoie 
books. As to your profe writings, which 
they make fuch a noifi: about, they are only 
fome little improvements upon the humour 
you have ftole from Miguel de Cervantes 

and Rabelais. Well, but the ftilc, a 

great matter indeed, for an Englijhman to 
value himfelf upon, that he can write 
Englijh : why, I write Englijb too, but it is 
in another ftile. 

But I won't forget your political trads. 
You may fay^^ that you have ventured your 

4 * ^^^% 
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ears at one time, and your neck at another, 
for the good of your country. Why, that 
other people have done in another manner, 
upon lefs occafion, and are not at all proud 
of it. You have overturned and fupported 
minifters ; you have fet kingdoms in a flame 
by your pen. Pray, what is there in that, 
but having the knack of hitting the paiTions 
of mankind ? With that alone, and a 
little knowrledge of ^cient and modern 
hiftory, and feeing a little further into the 
infide of things than th^ generality of men, 
you have made this buiUe, There is no 
wit in any ^of them ; I have read them 
all over, and don't remember any of 
thofe pretty flowers, thofe juft antithefes, 
which one meets with fo frequently in the 
French writers. None of thofe clever turns 
upon words, nor thofe apt quotations out of 
JLatin authors, which the writers of the 
lafl age amongft us abounded in. None 
of thofe pretty iimiles, which fbme of our 
modern authors, adorn their works witb^ 
that are not only a little like the thing they 
would illuftrate, but are alfo like twenty 
other things. In fhort, as often as I have 
Fcad any of your trad:s, I have been fo tired 
with them, that i have never been eafy till 

I got 
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I got to the end of them. I have found my 
brain heated^ my imagination fired, juft as 
if I was drunk. A pretty thing indeed for 
one of your gown to value himfelf upon^ 
that with fitting ftill an hour in his ftudy, 
he has often made three kingdoms drank 
at once. 

I have twenty other points to maul you 
upon, if you provoke me ; but if you are 
civil, and good-natured, and will fend me 
a long, a very long letter, in anfwer to this, 
I will let you alone a good while. Well, 
adieu. If I had a better pen, I can tell 
you, that I fhould not have concluded fo 
foon. 

LETTER CCLXXVII. 
Lady B G ♦ to Dr. SWIFT^ 

London, Sept. 19, 1730. 

JlT a D I not been retired into the country, 
yours fhould have been anfweced lorig ago. 
As to your poetefs, I am her obliged ftrvant, 

* This lady was daughter of the earl of Birhliy^ one 
of the lords juftices of Inland in 16^9, with whom Dr. 
Swift went over as chaplain, and private fecretarv. He 
lived in his lordlhip's family at the caftle of Dubun ; and 
lady Bitty Berkeley finding a ballad on the game of traffic 
unhniflied upon Siwift*s table, added a ftanza of railleiy 
upon him, and left the paper where (he found it* This. 

Dccafioncd 
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and muft confefs the fad i« juft as you ftate 
it. It is very true I was gaming; and 
upon the dapper youth's delivering me a 
papetj which I juft opened, found they were 
verfes; fo flunk them into my pocket, and 
there truly they were kept exceeding pri- 
vate ; for I cannot accufe myfelf of (hewing 
them to a mortal. But let me afTure you, 
it was not out of modefty, but in great 
hopes, that the author woidd have divulged 
them; which, you know, would have 
looked decenter than trumpeting my own 
fame. But it feems unhappily we were 
both bit, and judged wrong of each other. 
However, fince you defire it, you may be 
very fure (he (hall not fail of my entreaties 
to his grace the duke of Dorfet for her, 
though you have not yet let me into the 
fecret what her requeft is : fo till my lord 
Carteret does his part, or that I hear from 
you again, it will be but a blind fort of a pe- 
tition. I have not feenhis grace this great 
while, and he is now at WaJfar^ and I 

occafioned another baUtd ofSwift% to tbe tune of Tbi 
Cui-pur/i. The ballad on traffic it to be fouod among 
the pofthumous pieces, vol. yii. and that to the tune ^ 
The Cutpurfif in vol. vi. 17C4, 8vo. Lady Bitty BerteUf 
married ^xxjohn Garmain baronet, ofDraftpn, in Nsr^ 
tbampton» 
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chufe rather to fpeak to him on all ac- 
counts, having aot fo fine a talent at writing* 
But as you are conomonly efteemed by 
thofe, who pretend to know you, to have a 
tolerable fhare of honefty and brains, I do 
not queftion your doing what is right by 
him; nor his paying you all the civility 
and kindnefs you can defirc. Nor will I 
hope their influence ever can make him 
do otherwife, though he has the unfashion- 
able quality of efteeming his old friends ; 
but however partial to them, yet not to 
be biaffed againft his own fenfe and judg- 
ment. The confequence of this, I hope, 
will be your coming to England^ and meet- 
ing often with him, (in lady Betty's cham«- 
ber *) where the happy compofition -f* (hall 
exert her ikill in ordering dinner; and I 
won't miftake oil of amber for the Ijpirit 
of it, but continue as I ever was, your 
fincere friend, as well as faithful humble 
fervant. 

• Alluding to the firft line of fronds Harris's pe- 
tition. See vol. vi. of Swifi's works, edit. 1754, 8yo. 

t Mrs. Biddy Floyd, This expreflion alluaes to ^e 
laft verfe of a little poem of Bwift^ intitled, a receipt 
to form a beauty, <* and call'd tne happy compofition 
Floyd.** This lady is mentioned in the ballad on the game 
of traffic, as being one of the party at lord Berkeley\ 
and at this time lived with lady Bitty. 

The End of the Second Volume, 
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